HPFY 3009 Assessment 2: 
Discuss Alexander Hamilton’s attitude towards government and explain the most important reasons he erred towards republicanism
Alexander Hamilton was openly supportive of the Constitution and the creation of a strong central government. Events surrounding the American War of Independence demonstrated to Hamilton that the Confederation was at breaking point partially due to the ‘obstructionism of individual states’ (Willard, 2016, p. 266) Willard describes how Hamilton, concerned about the potential adverse impact of individual state actions on the United States’ reputation in the world, envisioned a framework for a strong central government. Hamilton likewise was concerned about the internal and external impacts of the pursuit of individual liberty if exercised at national level. The creation of a central government, separated into president, legislature and judiciary populated with a non-hierarchical elite, regulated through checks and balances allowed for individual expression through a constitutional channel. Hamilton’s vision for central government creating economic, political and physical security resulted in polices to maintain financial probity, to develop and support entrepreneurship, to increase trade in American products whilst simultaneously placing tariffs on products arriving from the rest of the world. Hamilton's attitude towards government structure and control at first view appears to be anti-republican however the framework delivered for economic development supported entrepreneurship, expansion of trade and free internal trade and essentially provided the opportunity for republicanism to thrive, it also created greater internal stability and external security and so may be considered to have republican sentiment.
A backdrop of enlightened thinking, the American War of Independence against the British, growing unrest in Europe, the disorganisation of the Confederation of States provided Hamilton, a soldier during the American War of Independence, New York politician and statesman with the material which shaped his attitude towards the need for strong central government. Willard discusses the condition of the Conferderation during the 1780s, the depression in American trade, absence of credit facilities, currency devaluation, loss of external gold, unemployed ex-troops, land speculation and loss of external trade route. In short, the Conferderation was collapsing. Weak nascent states were attempting to save themselves not always at neutral cost to other states, they were opposed to collective activity which could benefit the Confederation for example customs duties and other taxation. ‘Revolution took away the restraining hand of the British government, old colonial grievances of farmers...against ...merchants...flared and lower orders took advantage of...democratic constitutions in many states’ (Hofstadter, 1962, p. 4). Hamilton though recognised that these same states could be united behind the common cause of a strong central government as they had fought and won independence from Britian. Hamilton essentially supported a federal government which could ‘regulate commerce and pay its debts...prevent inflation and stay laws and check uprisings’ (Hofstadter, 1962, p. 4) that  such a ’ strong Federal Government would curb radical and inflationist tendencies...adopting a uniform commercial code [providing] openings for commercial enterprise’ (Beloff, 1948, p. 120) would increase the influence of central government. Hamilton was mindful though that power should be controlled, the ‘Federal Government as one possessing only certain powers...within those powers supreme’ (Beloff, 1948, p. 132). Hamilton considered that such a ‘national government, possessing the inherent rights of a sovereign power and responsible for using them to the full for public benefit, subject only to the specific limitations imposed’ (Beloff, 1948, p. 134) was an ideal form of government.
Beloff discusses how Hamilton considered the investment of power in a cental government would give rise to sovereignty and the ability for the government to use all means necessary (and fairly) to achieve the ends of that power, unless restricted by the Constitution or being immoral or contrary to the essential ends of society. That sovereignty would give rise to ‘federal unity...security from foreign enemies...domestic liberty, harmony and posterity’ (Hampsher-Monk, 1992, p. 214), removing the risk of individual states going to war but equally applying to the principles of trade and diplomacy. Hamilton believed that operating through a number of central branches of government provided the nation with the constitutional means to resist encroachment from others, removed the opportunity for individual fallibility arising from exposure to ambition and provided officers with institutional ‘psychological and motivational support ‘ (Hampsher-Monk, 1992, p. 240). Hamilton was a firm believer that central government should not reflect the failings and fallibilities of individual states political complexities, but that these state governments should act as watchdogs of central government.
Hamilton believed individual or group interests should not adversely impact the function or decision making in central government. Hampsher-Monk discusses how Hamilton ensured that the power of the Fedeal government was invested across a number of bodies, the Presidency, the legislature (Senate and House of Representatives) and the judiciary (Supreme Court) , providing for checks and balances in the means of election and appointment which ensured that the bodies could not gain control of each other, nor could any of the states, a defence against opportunity for undue influence and tyrannical control the constitution was ‘balanced ...embodying separation of powers’ (Hampsher-Monk, 1992, p. 212).
Hamilton considers the conflict between a strong central government and the Declaration of Independence 'unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.’ (Jefferson, 1776), Hofstadter discusses how Hamilton wanted a government which would effectively check democracy (and therefore contrary to the desires for liberty and the pursuit of happiness) as he believed the general population was unable to correctly judge or apply reasoned thought. Whilst America did not have the same hereditary political structure as Great Britain, Hamilton considered central government should operate through  a new elite of merchants, bankers and learned professionals who would ensure the ‘the rights of other citizens [would be weighed against] the permanent and aggregate interests of the community’ (Madison 1787), democracy should be harnessed and diverted through a bicameral institution of government (run by an enlightened group of citizens exerting political power) for general public good.
Hamilton wanted America to ' strengthen newly formed Government and it link its fortunes with commercial classes......creation of sufficient revenue......rebuild...American trade with Great Britain’ (Beloff, 1948, p. 128). At the time Britain was the most powerful trading nation on earth with a trade monopoly, Hamilton recognised that America needed to coexist on this world stage and interact to identify new markets for American products, to benefit all citizens these activities could only be done through a central government. Hamilton saw a strong central government as the means to make America a military and major commercial power. Hamilton pursued a plan to ‘establish the nation's financial stability, bring to the government’s support the country’s most powerful financial interests, and encourage economic development’ (Foner, 2014, p. 283). ‘Hamilton argued for a national financial system in which the central government would fund the national debt, assume responsibility for all state debts, and establish a national bank...money would be raised by tariffs on imports and excise taxes’ (Meacham, 2013, p. 242) whilst controversial this policy won through putting the federal government at the centre of the nation’s financial system. Central fundraising removed financial dependence on the individual states. Hamilton’s central government policies were pro trade, development and manufacture however they were not supportive of traditional farmers or artisans. 
A number of Hamilton’s polices demonstrated he erred towards republicanism being the ‘active participation in public life by economically independent citizens as the essence of liberty...only property-owning citizens possessed 'virtue’...personal moral guilt...willingness to subordinate 'self-interest’ to the pursuit of the public good’ (Foner, 2014, p. 147). Hamilton considered there was little merit in individual liberty without security both economically and physically. Hamilton recognised that economic development and national security could not be achieved within the ostensibly more democratic Conferderation structures, so a move to more central government control framework was republican inclined. In promoting a central government Hamilton recognised that it may appear counter to republicanism but would argue that the need for a control framework within which individual citizens would have the opportunity to flourish having been provided with opportunities to maximise their economic growth. Hamilton supported strong government structures as a means of national growth and development but limited the power and control of the individual arms of government to remove the potential for individuals of groups exerting undue influence. Hamsher describes, how Hamilton was conscious that the right of the individual should not predominate over political and economic stability, when that political and economic stability is key to the maximisation of individual rights, ‘accident and force [versus] reflection and choice’ Federalist 1, a regulation of the extensive individual interests to deliver ‘civil behaviour’ (Hampsher-Monk, 1992, p. 211).
With survival of the fittest a key republican trait, Hamilton’s ideal government was formed from a ‘natural aristocracy of wealth’ (Hampsher-Monk, 1992, p. 230), an elite assembly of enlightened citizens (proprietors, merchants and learned professionals), who would promote the best interests of society based on individual virtue vs private vice, providing contractual equality for all citizens as they would always act in the best interests of the nation. Hamilton’s republican vision was a government which would have minimal impact on daily life. Security was guaranteed as opposed to the substance of liberty and complete individual freedoms resulting in anarchy, the requirement to maintain the correct balance between liberty and power paramount to national security.
Hamilton actively promoted republican ideals through economic development and financial probity within America, his economic policies created a framework for mercantile benefit, self-reliance, economic and physical security, equal and free trade within the union and protectionism all synonymous with republican ideals. Hampsher-Monk describes how Hamilton's economic policies benefited American security through the growth of a merchant navy carrying American produced goods to the European market whilst simultaneously protecting trade within America through the use of import tariffs. Likewise, Tindall considers Hamiton to be republican describing his desire for an assertive government which encouraged individual enterprise, investment and entrepreneurs. Through various capitalist economic policies, such as the creation of a central bank, controlling the national debt, tariffs and taxes Hamilton was able to support stakeholders in achieving individual economic success and growth, as the nation cumulatively benefitted so did all citizens.
Hamilton demonstrates republican traits in his attitude towards the past, despite the American War of Independence he had monarchist leanings and wanted to maintain links with the British for the benefits it could bring. He considered the best form of government to be British as it allowed participation whilst creating unity and power. Hamilton considered the stability created within the executive roles in government and the length of time officers served increased the potential for policy goals to be enacted providing further stabilisation from the centre. Further Willard contends that the states wouldn’t pull apart and threaten national safety in the pursuit of self-interest.
[bookmark: _Int_5r596NDC]Hamiliton was a proponent for a strong central government, and ‘a hard headed realist who foresaw a diversified capitalist economy, with agriculture balanced by commerce and industry [who] championed a strong cental government run by a wealthy elite activity engaged in encouraging capitalist enterprise’ (Tindall and Shi, 2010, p. 212). Conscious of the liberty clause in the Declaration of Independence but mindful of the susceptibility of individuals to adversely influence and absence of rationality Hamilton considered it necessary that ‘people’s will [needed to be] confined to forms and channels laid down in the constitution’ Hampsher-Monk, 1992, p. 247).  Willard asserts that Hamilton recognised the need for economic growth and strong economic policies as being essential for the efficient function of government, conscious that a strong cental government should have the desire to exert power and property at work for the wider public benefit, but where public interest needed to be aligned with private interests. Hamilton was conscious of the tension between liberty and freedom but considered that free will must be surrendered partially for community law. A strong cental government and regulated commerce, ostensibly anti-republican, had republican impacts as the underlying purpose was to increase and benefit free trade, protectionism allowed the home market to flourish and expand outwards. Foner considers Hamilton would have seen himself as a republican as he believed the constitution protected Americans’ liberties, the central government being an expression of freedom utilising using checks and balances to prevent oppression and tyranny.

Bibliography
Willard, S. (2003) Alexander Hamilton A life Randall. London: Harper Collins
Beloff, M. (1948) Thomas Jefferson and American democracy. London. Hodder and Stoughton
Meacham, J. (2013) Thomas Jefferson the art of power. New York. Random House
Hofstadter, R. (1962) The American Political Tradition. London. Cape
[bookmark: _Int_0FPU3PUB]Foner, E. (2014) Give me Liberty!.  London. W. W. Norton & Company
Hampsher-Monk, I. (1992) A history of modern political thought. Oxford. Blackwell
Tindall, G. B. and Shi, D. M. (2010) America A narrative history. London. W. W. Norton & Company
Madison, J. (1787) The Federalist No 10, Available at https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Madison/01-10-02-0178 (Accessed 11 February 2023)
Jefferson, T (1776) Declaration of Independence, Available at https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/declaration (Accessed 11 February 2023)

