Background
Over Recent years criminal gangs within England and Wales have been on a steady and consistent rise with many gangs becoming a lot more violent and fierce with 386 firearms recovered in London in 2023 alone with 46% of them being firearms that were converted from legally sold blank firing guns to lethal weapons (Jessup, 2024). Especially recently gangs have also begun to expand their drugs networks to more rural areas through the use of young people as ‘runners’ (NSPCC,2021). This new expanded network continues to put more children and communities at risk as in these rural areas many people may not have been exposed to these big criminal gangs and may not understand what is going on. There have been many studies looking into criminal gangs and what impact they can have throughout the countries of England and Wales and what often comes up is the thought of many young people often from very deprived areas feeling powerless which leads them to look towards gangs as a attempt to reclaim some control in their lives (Hesketh,2019). This often leads to gangs looking to exert their control over these deprived areas and to inspire a culture of fear and intimidation whilst at the same time perpetuating the image to young people that the lifestyle of a gang member can give them a potential way out with monetary incentives along with a sense of belonging (Crocker et al,2018). This research project looks to further close the gap of research by looking at ‘what impact do criminal gangs have upon communities In England and Wales’.
Research focus
This research project will also look to explore the prevalence of criminal gangs within communities in England and Wales, understanding why these criminal gangs are becoming so prevalent will allow us to understand the impact that they can have upon the communities that they are operating within. For example, with the growing presence of gangs in rural communities (Sims, 2024). I would look to explore the potential reason as to why the gangs have expanded in this direction what impact it can have on the rural police forces and if they are trained and are able to handle this new threat along with what impact these gangs could be having on rural communities whether it be exploiting children from deprived and struggling backgrounds to work for them or creating a state of fear around the community. Within this project I would also like to explore the existing literature to understand the impact of criminal gangs on communities in England and Wales and the efforts being taken to minimise such impact, looking at the previous literature is incredibly important as it will be able to help me with my research by not only giving me a basis but it will help to further my understanding of what is being done to counter act these criminal gangs. For example, the new ‘clear, hold, build’ policing tactic has been rolled out to every police force in England and Wales which will empower the police to ‘clear’ out the gangs from these communities and then using the ‘hold’ phase to prevent other gangs from exploiting the power vacuum then allowing them to ‘build’ a safer community for everyone within it (Gov.uk, 2023). One of the final areas that I will be evaluating is the public perception of criminal exploitation and gangs, understanding how the public think and fell is critical to getting to our aim of assessing the culture gang sand organised crime produce within communities as the public within these communities so they are able to provide a great insight into what is happening form their points of view. However, this may not always be the case as sometimes the public may not actually know what they are looking at, especially with the recent emergence of county lines on such a large scale many members of the public may not understand the severity of what is going on around them and the exploitation of not only their local areas but the people and often the children within the communities. Being able to not only understand what the public perception is will allow us to help and inform them on what may be going on and be able the help them in reduce the vulnerability of their communities to possibly prevent any further harm.
Aims and objectives
Aim- To critically assess the culture gangs and organised crime produce within communities
Obj 1-To explore the prevalence of criminal gangs within communities in England and Wales 
Obj 2-To explore the existing literature to ascertain the impact of criminal gangs on communities in England and Wales and the efforts taken to minimise such impact 
Obj 3- evaluate public perception on criminal exploitation and gangs
Research methods and timescale 
The research in this project will be mostly collected through questionnaire’s posted on social media that will be created using a google doc. This questionnaire will use a mix of open and close ended questions in order to ensure that I am able to get qualitative and quantitative data, this is not my only form of research however as I will also be looking at data ad research that has already been collected in order to further my understanding. My research will be conducted between the 26th of September 2024 and the 6th of May 2025 giving me a great window to conduct quality research.
Value of my research
This research is very important as criminal gangs in England and Wales are always looking to change and innovate the ways that they do business, these constant expansions mean that these organisations will only continue to prey on vulnerable people and areas. This research will hopefully be able to not only add on to the existing research on this topic but also look to plug some gaps especially when looking at more rural areas so that we can have a better picture of how these criminal gangs operate and what they do that can exploit and cripple communities across England and Wales. The possibility that this research will be able to identify and allow us to further understand this makes this research worth doing as it could lead to less children and young people being caught up in a life of crime, exploitation and potentially even criminal charges and prison time, not only could this research prevent the exploitation of children but it could also prevent the exploitation of communities all across the England and Wales whilst at the same time reducing the number of potential gang members as we will be able to understand why people look to that life and put in the correct pre-emptive measures.
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