Assignment 4                                                                                                 Emily Calvert 
I have enjoyed this semester, but I have also had to face some challenges. I have enjoyed being back in education and having the opportunity to continue to learn new things. I have also learned some important skills and tips that will help me with my future studies. 
One of the most important things I have learned is that time management is very important to do my assignments well. It is important to give myself enough time to be able to research and write my essays to the standard that is expected of me. Another important thing that I have learned is how important it is to contact my tutors if I have any problems or questions about the tasks. 
A challenge that I have faced is adapting to having all my classes take place online. I have had to get use to all my communication with tutors, and all the resources I need being online. The new level of independent study has been a big change for me compared to sixth form. I have had to adapt to being completely responsible for my own studies and information I find. Instead of being given all the resources I need I have had to go out myself and find it. Although this has been challenging at times, I have enjoyed the independence and new experience. Another challenge I have faced is with my concentration during assignments. I have overcome these problems by learning to engage more with the content. I have also been using study apps on my devices which help me reduce distractions and focus more on the task at hand. 
I think one of my strengths is my persistence. When I am finding an assignment difficult, I do not give up on the task. Instead, I ask for guidance if needed, or try other approaches to answering the task. 
One of my weaknesses is time management. I have found it difficult to manage the work given and start doing it straight away. But by acknowledging that I struggle with this I can work to fix it next semester. To be completely transparent, I have struggled with the new level of work expected of me and have found at times the quality of my analysis and writing to be a bit of a weakness. I think though that with practise and effort I will be able to up the quality of my work.
There are many new skills I will take with me into my subsequent studies. Such as being better at time management and making sure I have done all my assignments with plenty of time to spare. I will also make sure that I ask for help / guidance from tutors if I struggle with anything in the future. I will also work harder at my analysis of sources and try to better my writing. I am looking forward to my future studies and have enjoyed this semester. 
