	
	
	



Looking into past details of the perception of women in ancient societies comparing this to the past centuries, what can or cannot archaeology/history show us through primary and secondary sources. (Part one)
Women and men have had a constant divide from each other from the beginning of time; this gap has grown since the development of a patriarchy society. Often in parts of society, it is highlighted that there is smaller struggle for men as women are expected to deal with a pay gap, 2024 women earned 96p for every £1 a man made. With the pink tax also indicating that women pay upwards of 40% more for essentials, women are being paid less but expected to pay more for basic necessaries. Comparing the current climate for life as a woman towards how women and femininity was portrayed in ancient societies and using archaeological research to prove how this standard of women has changed from women once being portrayed as Goddess in ancient history now degraded through religious culture and the patriarchy. Or have women always been evoked in a negative way, only getting the right to vote in Britian in 1919 (only including white and married). This can also investigate what is next for how women? How will they later be portrayed throughout history in the following centuries. 
Our first understanding of the perception of women was shown through art and mythology. Using our archives of the ancient world we are shown through art depicted on vases and walls it shows the role of women in this time, being submissive. In this primary source shown highlights a woman serving a man. Looking into the details of this photograph is a symposiast and hetaira found on a drinking cup from ancient Greece 490BC. From some our first human civilisation nearly 2500 years ago it begins to show the timeline of how women will be depicted through time. Ancient civilisations show a different side of a patriarchal society as they had not been affected by religion yet, a part of today's misogynies can be blamed on religious attitude's however we do not have this answer for Egypt and Greek depictions of women. 
Through this time, we can look towards philosophers of this time, these people were the most educated and had the most influence over Greece. Aristotle, a Greek Philosophy he shared his views of women convinced that women should not be viewed as equal to man and their place is inside the household. This is reflected in Greek society unable to vote, own land, or even inherit, it was apparent that women's purpose during this time was domestic duties. However, through ancient Greece we can acknowledge influential women. Arete of Cyrene was a Greek Philosophy, inherited her father’s, Aristippus, school she focused her teaching on a pleasure focused philosophy writing over 40 books. She is often forgotten and goes unrewarded for her teachings and breaking gender norms. This delves into the first perception we have recorded of women, later comparing this to the later perceptions of women we have later in the evolving societies. Through this primary source found through the practice of archaeology we can show the strengths of this as it highlights a firsthand experience of how women were directly treated by men. This also would have had some impact through the act of producing this cup with this engraved on to it, also reflected through government documents and literature. [image: ]

Spain: August 1553, 6-10', in Calendar of State Papers, Spain, Volume 11, 1553, ed. Royall Tyler (London, 1916), British History Onlinehttps://www.british-history.ac.uk/cal-state-papers/spain/vol11/pp150-162 [accessed 11 May 2026].
Proceeding on to the 16th century we show a big jump into the attitudes of women. In England we see the first queen, Mary the first in 1553. Who only reigns for five years this is still a significant in the perception of women as now a woman is leading the powerful embassy of Britain. 2000-year development from the ancient Greeks and now there is a woman in power. This primary source is of a government record of Mary in power; it goes into detail of Mary having lots of supporters. In Mary’s reign her perception of being a woman to this point is very contrasting to the normal domestic caring motherhood role. Known as bloody Mary she was responsible of many deaths who were burnt at the stake due their difference in religion. Due to this she has had been noted a bad person throughout history. However, her father king Henry the sixth, also a very gruesome man believed to have been responsible for over 50,000 executions even including is ex-wives does not get this name of ‘bloody Henry’, why has he not been held to the same standard? This source suggests that so far from the Greek age to the 16th century the perception of women has not changed significantly. Women are still being treated as an accessory to a man, used to do tasks a man has no role for. This source shows strengths through a primary document which increases the validity. The source goes into detail over the Spanish reaction of Mary coming to power, happy with this due to the belief that Mary would convert Britian to Catholicism however we can highlight that the Spanish are enforcing he marriage between her and Philip of Spain. Furthermore, showing the unease of an unmarried woman only fully comfortable until a man is involved. Overall, comparing this to different cultural perceptions of women we can see a negative and uncertain stance towards women, like the successful woman philosopher in Greece still not treated as seriously as the men around her also related to queen Mary the first still held to a different standard than her father and husband. 


Since 2022 women in Afghanistan women are legally not allowed to attend secondary school. Now comparing the past perception of women towards the 21st century of women we still follow the same theme of disrespect. However, since the creation of social media we can see the normalisation of misogyny through media.
Rowland, Kelly. 2011. ‘Make Him Want You.’, Cosmopolitan.
[image: ]This secondary source entails a socially attractive women used to attract buyers, the slogans that follow around her goes into detail of what ’women want’, while downplaying important issues. Magazines like these show the definition of the media's perception of women or what they should be seen as: slim, sexy, and men focused. All the slogans around her follower these ideas and just a form of advertising, ’my rapist added me on Facebook’, the bigger issue is rape being used as a form of appeal. This source provides an early 2010s look towards women with the influence of the media, suggesting that the perception of this time shows that women's body's is what sells magazines. Also, while harming young women's mental health, promoting distorted eating, with appropriately 1.25 million people below the age of 25 struggling in the Uk. However, looking towards the late and early 2010s and 2020s we see the incoming of artificial intelligence and deepfakes. From 2023 deepfake files increased from 500,000 to 8 million, part of these included sexual deepfakes mostly targeting female celebrities or children. From this source and the further analysis of the past five years the perception of women shows that the female body is now the focus of the perception of women. 

Concluding the past topic of how the use of sources has highlighted the gender perception of women throughout past societies. Through times humans have been in a patriarchal society, looking throughout history women are often seen as less than. However, in the positive side in London has one of the highest women employment rates at 64% and in Northan Ireland the pay gap has closed by 7.7%. Important change is necessary in the attack against misogyny; even slight change is in the right direction. The perception of women needs to be changed, women are not an addition of men, however this is the attitudes of society, with the increase of right-wing political parties increasing winning 34 seats in the Senedd elections in Wales. History has provided the key sources we have to look back and learn more about past civilisations and teaches us how to move forward on past mistakes, while also showing the key roles in societies. The war on misogyny is still ongoing a needs more vocal attention, looking into statistics and education is the way forward on the crimes against women. 
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Reflection part two 
Looking back at this module reflecting on my management experience of this piece was narrowing down key parts of my topic, looking at the specific gender of women and the key timelines of the societies that I was focusing on. For example, ensuring that I did not just investigate ancient societies and looking at the other centuries. Although, from this point looking further it would be interesting to gather more information of where these negative perceptions of women come from and why does a handful of men hold these views. Ensuring my sources were accurate and correct used further research also by looking into referencing of articles and books I have used, the book Goddess, Whores, Wives and Slaves by Sarah B. Pomeroy gave me an insight of what sources would be most appropriate for this document. The challenges that I faced when looking for these source follows that they needed to be correspondent to the correct dates and specific dates I was investigating. Organising my data using the website My Bib for my referencing is key for helping me keep track of all my sources and information for this research further helping me keep in time with deadlines due to my work not being a mess and knowing how I can start my work the next day. 
[bookmark: _Int_BPZze3UQ]Using critical thinking with this document methods that I found helpful was taking extra while looking for my sources also while finding what question I wanted to focus on while planning this. I wanted to focus on something that really grasps my attentions and I strongly support. Since 2022 young girls in Afghanistan do not have right to an education higher than secondary schools, I am a girl with high privileges, I am able to spread awareness or the girls that are unable to. Writing a document on a difficult topic also means ensuring all ethical issues are protected and using critical thinking to ensure I do not use any offensive language while discussing real human issues. One of the most challenging parts of this document was being able to compare and contrast without contradicting myself. All countries in the world have very different core values and norms, third world countries have very different gender laws than for example the UK, by trying to include more countries my document will be more accurate. If I want to complete this again with a higher word count, I would like to focus on more countries in depth. Looking at my essay skills in this I believe that taking each main point at a time and then also being able to go back throughout and being able to edit each part as I go forward allowed me to ensure each point I want to covered is. Overall, this has taught me more about my privilege as a young white woman, understanding that sadly not every girl is able to live like me and talking about the topic is the way to move forward. 
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