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Abstract

This research proposal paper addresses the impacts of self-driving vehicles in the driver industry. Overall, the study outlines some of the significant effects of autonomous cars on personal drivers and companies such as Uber and the transporting sectors involving truck drivers. Conducting this research will provide additional information on the impacts of autonomous vehicles in society. Additionally, this study will enhance an in-depth understanding of the effects of self-driving cars, specifically in the driver industry. Also, this research applies both quantitative and qualitative research techniques. The analysis process involves both mathematical operations and content analysis, which will ensure the achievement of accurate and reliable information. 
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Introduction

The main purpose of this dissertation is to provide an investigation and to evaluate the impact of self-driving vehicles on the driver industry. The evolving technology has made many individuals dream big and develop fascinating ideas about the future. Currently, the emergence of self-driving vehicles or autonomous cars refers to one of the anticipated future or dreams society had previously. Although not fully realised, different auto manufacturing companies such as Tesla are making huge strides towards achieving this future. Such manufacturing companies have produced various models of cars, such as the Tesla Model S that embodies some of the features of self-driving vehicles (Smith, 2018). Overall, technology has propelled many individuals presently to put more effort towards developing such cars. Over the period, many people or auto manufacturing companies have developed prototypes of the vehicles mentioned above, but many are still undergoing different tests (Smith, 2018). Autonomous vehicles generally function with the help of computer technology to enhance safe navigation to their set destinations (Du, Zhu, and Zheng, 2021). In other words, such vehicles can adhere to traffic rules and other road safety guidelines without the intervention of a driver. 
Background information
	Generally, the idea of self-driving vehicles can be traced back to the 1400s based on a sketch made by Leonardo Da Vinci of a self–driving cart. Leonardo's invention was closely supported by mechanical autopiloting for planes in the 1930s (Pudasaini & Shahandashti, 2020). Many people became familiar with the idea of self-driving vehicles at the Futurama exhibit. Here, the ideology represented the future with regards to the auto manufacturing industry. Since then, many cars manufacturing companies have been working towards achieving the dream of having autonomous vehicles within society (Daily et al., 2017). However, the introduction of self-driving remains controversial within society and other industries such as the driver industry due to its impacts. Despite the advantages of having such vehicles, many people still have mixed feelings and fear of the long-run outcomes of such ideas in their personal lives. 
The rationale of the study
Based on the information presented above, carrying out detailed research on the impacts of self-driving vehicles specifically on the driver industry will enhance an in-depth understanding of the role of such cars on people and different sectors. In other words, the study will outline the effects of autonomous vehicles on personal drivers or car owners such as Uber or the taxi companies and the transportation industry that involves truck drivers. Additionally, this research will provide additional information on the general impacts of self-driving vehicles in society. Although there are different studies carried out by many scholars concerning the effects of autonomous vehicles, there is a need for detailed research specifically regarding the implication of such cars in the driver industry. Lastly, this study will also be a point of reference or form the basis of future research. 
Objectives
a) To assess the impacts of autonomous vehicles on personal drivers such as Uber and other taxi companies.
b) To identify and evaluate the effects of self-driving vehicles on transportation companies that involve truck drivers.
c) To outline the effects of self-driving vehicles on personal car owners.
Research question
· What are the impacts of self-driving vehicles in the driver industry?
Answering the research question mentioned above involves identifying and discussing in detail both the positive and negative impacts of autonomous vehicles in the driver industry.
Literature review
Generally, self-driving vehicles enhance safety and convenience among personal drivers or personal car owners (Ryan, 2019), (Karnouskos, 2020), (Takacs et al., 2018), (Shariff, Bonnefon, and Rahwan, 2021). The introduction of self-driving vehicles increases safety in terms of fewer accidents and convenience among personal drivers such as private car owners and companies such as taxis (Ryan, 2019). Ryan argues that autonomous vehicles will ensure that individual drivers and private car owners are safe since such cars possess higher decision-making accuracy and sensors. In other words, self-driving vehicles have computer technology that aids in sensing any possible causes of road accidents, making it easier to avoid such scenarios than human drivers (Karnouskos, 2020). In similarly, Karnouskos's (2020) study states that, apart from safety, self-driving vehicles enhance convenience among personal drivers. Here, personal car owners can sit and continue doing their business operations while going to their various destinations without the hustle of driving themselves. 
	In contrast, Takacs et al. (2018) and Shariff, Bonnefon, and Rahwan (2021) studies question the aspect of safety when it comes to self-driving vehicles. Firstly, Takacs et al. (2018) present a major argument that questions the environmental perception of autonomous systems or robots and their decision-making abilities compared to a human driver. Secondly, the study also introduces the aspect of hacking, which generally threatens the safety of people depending on and operating on their cars and other companies such as Uber and taxis (Takacs et al., 2018). However, the study introduces the aspect of ethics or utilitarianism (Similarly, Bonnefon and Rahwan, 2021). In other words, are people generally not convinced that self-driving vehicles are safer and still wonder if is it ethical for the autonomous systems to possess the power of making decisions on behalf of people in the name of enhancing safety (Bonnefon and Rahwan,2021)? Although autonomous vehicles bring the aspect of safety among personal drivers, there is still a lot to explore for people to understand and become convinced regarding their shifting to such cars. 
	Additionally, self-driving enhances easier transportation of goods and, at the same time, results in loss of employment, especially among truck drivers (Lanzetti et al., 2021). Firstly, According to Lanzetti et al. (2021), congestion is one of the significant problems facing truck drivers or the transportation sector. Introducing autonomous trucks will help in addressing the issue mentioned above, thus promoting the timely delivery of goods (Lanzetti et al.,2021). Also, based on researching the autonomous vehicles; specifically, trucks, reduce costs incurred in buying fuels and labor (Neuweiler and Riedel, 2017). Additionally, Viscelli (2018) states that apart from efficient delivery of goods by trucks, most people will lose their jobs.




Research and Methods
Data Analysis 
 	This section will be focusing on what methods will be used in the research in order to complete the task. The data analysis process of this research will involve the identification of themes or theories that generally outline the major implications of self-driving vehicles in the driver industry. Additionally, the analytical process of this research will involve both content analysis and mathematical operations since it involves both qualitative and quantitative research techniques. Here, content analysis assists in determining the main concepts presented in the qualitative data collected from a study regarding a specific research question (Neuendorf, 2018). Also, the mathematical operations will help generate the statistics required to understand the impacts of autonomous vehicles in the driver industry. 

Conclusion
This chapter aimed to outline the aim and objectives of this dissertation. Also, to outline the rationale and the background of this paper and to provide the reader a good understanding of the subject. Additionally, it is why the researcher has decided to analyse the subject deeply by undertaking an investigation. 
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