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Abstract of the article
It is obviously understandable from the abstract of this article the insight into what is to be read in the journal. The aim of the writer was well stated, and one could easily have a good grasp of the whole article at least to an understandable degree. A good summary of the intent of the author was well summarized in the abstract and what he was trying to analyse in this article were well articulated in the abstract. The abstract also listed the conceptual delineation between religion and the state which was the major intent of the writer while putting into consideration the evaluation of the current relationship of the state-religion over the country’s security status. A recommendation for acquiring a moderate secular state was also brought to limelight by the author in the abstract.

Evaluation of the Article
Introduction/Statement of the article’s purpose
Nigeria is known to be the most populous country in the continent of Africa and well known for its cultural multiethnicity endowment. The country has over 160 million population as the article mentioned. Although, there were lots of arguments about the exact number, Dr Terwase in one of his other books; Religious Violence in Nigeria, he mentioned that Nigeria’s population was 150 million. The author still didn’t mention the source of this number and which statistical census of which year has worked out this figure. No reference for this at all.







This author has done a great job by giving a good analysis of the geographical distribution of both tribes and faith. Islamic religious has predominated the north-western and north-eastern parts of the state, the southwestern and north central region was dominated by both Islamic and Christianity religion in a balanced equation apart from Benue state that was overbalanced entirely with both Christianity and Traditional religion. According to this author, this division of religion and tribes with what they predominantly belief has every tendency of not being accurate for lack of proper referencing. Dr Isaac Terwase Sampson is a senior research member of the national defence college in Nigeria, he has written lots of books and research articles on topics within Nigeria defence and security settings, therefore it is expected that a writer of this calibre should provide a substantial reference and analytical proof of whatever he cited in his research work.
It will be very unjust not to like the way this author has structured the arrangement and order of the article when he started from the geographical distribution of the tribes and religious belief of the tribes in the country. The article has analysed all the tribes according to their religions and the connections within the tribes of each regions as regards the political ties and governance before the advent of the colonialists.

Critical analysis of the Pre-Colonial Hausa-Fulani Societies
Hausa society for example as mentioned by the author in p. 314 consisted of Habe and Maguzawa, this was traditionally organised into seven different communities and each governed by its ascribed individual Emirs having political and cultural ties together. In this statement according to the author, Fulanis were not among the listed seven states of the Hausas. 






However, in 1810, the nomadic fulbe speaking tribe invaded the Hausa states and established Islamic states under the leadership of Usman Dan Fodio in the centralised power city of Sokoto caliphate. This article failed to mention the origin of the Fulanis themselves, what was their traditional belief before Islam and what was their geographical location before the invasion of the Hausa land. This article also failed to mention what was the belief and the religion of the Hausa people, how were they governed and what was the source of authority before the invasion of the Fulani which established the Islamic states under the caliphate of Usman Dan Fodio.

Critical analysis of the Pre-Colonial Yoruba Communities
Contrary to the Hausa tribal governance which was not connected to religion as the topic of this article indicated, the Yoruba tribe was ascribed to religion as the source of rulings and this was connected to the two major Kings of the Yoruba dynasties. Kings in the Yorubaland were regarded as the representatives of the gods whom political and religious authority were derived from. The introduction of Indirect rule by the British government which relied heavily on the Islamic rulings of the Hausa-Fulani to govern and control the political cum of the northern Nigerian; how has this affected or implicated the Yoruba dynasty was not mentioned in this article as well, bearing in mind that the three major ethnic groups; Hausa, Yoruba and the Igbos were all colonised together by the British colony.








Critical analysis of the Pre-Colonial Igbo Communities
What the Igbo people belief before the colonialism was clearly mentioned here unlike the Hausa-Fulani societies. The Igbo people believe in the oracles as the final declarations of authority in cases of disputes while the priests were accorded utmost respect for acting as the arbiters of the authority using oat taking for prescribing judgements. There are deities that the Igbo people belief in and this article has put efforts in listing most of those deities even with their individual functions.

Secularism in the Post-colonial State-Religion Nature
The advent of religion differences was as a result of the system of government when the British colonialism came to its twilight and secular character was introduced. The nation was divided into three regions and each region was governed by their premiers through its laws and constitutions. The allegiance of this new configuration and loyalty of both civil servants and politicians were paid only to their immediate leaders regardless of the federal government laws.
Also, there was the judicial structure which was introduced during the period of amalgamation of the northern and southern protectorates in 1914 which was considered to be retained as part of the rule of law but only after modification.

Proper judicial structure was put in place during the setup of the national judicial system of Nigeria after the colonialists. The setup could not remove the Islamic Law of the northern protectorates although, the British considered it as part of the customary law, but the northerners considered it as a standalone system. 




The introduction of secularism and the establishment of the new judicial setting as reviewed by this author, has created a little resistance in embracing this setup by the eastern and western regions of the Christian and animist south while having a huge resistance of embracement from the northern protectorates of Muslim majority considering it as undermining and creating conflict between Islamic legal system and the political values.

Reasonably, Dr Terwase Sampson has analysed every aspects of secularism in Nigeria and the responses of the regional believers to this setup, however, he has overemphasised the resistance of the northern Muslims as against the secular setup of the nation. There could possibly be a trace of bias for any Muslim readers of this article for the following reasons:
· The little resistance of the Christian and southern animist as mentioned by the author was not as detailed as that of the Muslims resistance, it was not mentioned in the article what was that little resistance of the Christian.
· Much emphasis was on the northern Muslims right from the beginning of the article making the article seems like it was mainly Muslims and states relation instead of Religion and states relation as the topic of the article implied.
· The three major religions; Muslims, Christianity and Traditional Religion have their individual impacts on the state, much emphasis was on the Islamic religion as compared to others.







Restatement of overall impression and recommendation
Constitution of the nation 1999 section 10 stated that the government of the nation shall not adopt any religion as state religion. However, in the setup of the country’s judicial structure, Islamic law was one of the adopted legal system of the three arms of law, I hope this author could explain this ambiguity. How is Nigeria a secular state with the adoption of Islamic legal system and the penal code laws when the constitution mentioned the contrary in section 10 mentioned above.
At the verge of analysing the implications of the State-Religion relations on the Nigeria national security, there was much emphasis on the Islam and Muslims’ impact on the national security, as Boko Haram is a sect considered by many as a true Islamic sect while its been overruled by the Islamic scholars as non-Muslims. 
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