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	Working title/Teitl arfaethedig:  Does the portrayal of women in the Book of Ruth and other Hebrew Bible scripture affect the position of Orthodox Jewish Women in society?




	Aim/Amcan: To find out whether there is a correlation between the portrayal of women in the Book of Ruth, focusing on the themes of feminity (lack of and strength of), motherhood and poverty.








	Methodology/Methodoleg: The question will be answered from a modern feminist interpretation. In order to answer the question clearly and fully, I will divide it up into three sub-sections.
· Being a wife
· Being a mother/ the role of motherhood
· Ownership/Purity laws

Evidence that the Hebrew Bible classes women as second-class citizens. I use the term second-class citizens to describe how they are treated in a patriarchal society shown in the Bible. They are only important as they serve men. 
Using the evidence taken from the Bible, I will carry out an investigation in the three sub-sections to see if Orthodox women still hold that position in modern times .

Only then can I make a conclusion on whether there is a correlation between the Hebrew Bible portrayal of women and the position of women now.





	Main theories/Prif ddamcaniaethau: There is undoubtedly some kind of correlation between the portrayal of women in  the Hebrew Bible and the position Orthodox Jewish women hold in modern times. My main theory is that the correlation is more or less evident to some individuals because of the way they interpret the text.  From a feminist interpretation, I expect the correlation to be more evident than a masculinist interpretation.
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