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[bookmark: _Toc80096786]Introduction
Virtual learning environment (VLE) Moodle is the most crucial and effective learning platform in today’s generation for gathering learning experiences. It makes the passive learners into active. It focuses on the progression of the learners (Stiles, 2020). Learning time management, peer to peer learning, cost saving, online collaboration skills and research are the most essential benefits of the virtual environment learning Moodle (Barker and Gossman, 2019).  Besides, the central purpose of this learning environment is to assist teacher to make lesson plan, provide course material and track student’s performances and activities. In this regard, the main aim of this research paper is to assess the impact of Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) – Moodle on students’ learning experience at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus.
[bookmark: _Toc80096787]Aim & objectives
The general aim of this report is to explore the impact of Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) – Moodle on students’ learning experience at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus. To obtain this crucial aim, some specific objectives are set by the researcher and those are as following:
1. To find out the importance of Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) Moodle on student’s learning.
2. To demonstrate how   Virtual Learning Environment ensure quality education.
3. Toe explore the impact the Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) Moodle on student’s academic performances.
4. To chalk out the challenges of implementing Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) Moodle on student’s learning.
5. To design & shape possible remedies of the barriers of implementing Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) Moodle effectively on students’ learning experience.
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Importance of Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) Moodle on student’s learning
Flexibility: Flexibility is more important to gain quality learning. Virtual learning environment is such a platform in where students can design their own schedule in which they can avoid any kinds of distractions like classroom’s noise (Kumar et al, 2020). Here, any students can learn at their own convenient.  
Cost-saving: Cost plays an essential role in completing education. But on campus education can be expensive by traveling on campus.  But offline or virtual learning can reduce those cost and ensure quality learning (Mogus et al, 2017). Besides, virtual learning assures less cost on text books as well.
Peer to peer learning: Peer to peer learning is one of the most effective learning in where through team work all of the complexities can be removed. In addition, by learning virtually, there is more chances to learn efficiently by sharing problem with other peer (Psycharis et al, 2019).
Data based learning: Data based learning can be achieved by virtual learning environment. Students can taste new flavor of learning experiences here. Data based learning is crucial for gaining self-paced learning (Hettiarachchi and Wickramasinghe, 2019).  
Career advancement opportunity: Career advancement opportunity become ensured by learning virtually. Through this learning environment career opportunities become smooth and flexible (Hettiarachchi and Wickramasinghe, 2019). Because virtual learning environment makes the students more expertize at technology.
Impact the Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) Moodle on student’s academic performances
In-depth learning: In-depth learning can be obtained through virtual learning environment. Students can pay more attention at class session at their chosen schedule (Soon and Kadir, 2017). 
Knowing students closely: Virtual learning platform is a way of knowing the students closely and observe their activities. In this environment, each students can be observed properly (Psycharis et al, 2019).
Enhancing confidence & enthusiasm: Virtual learning environment encourages student’s enthusiasm and confidence smoothly (Soon and Kadir, 2017). 
Improved readiness to learn: Virtual learning environment is such a teaching-learning platform in where students can make enable them to the readiness of learning (Chua and Montalbo, 2019).
Improving course assessment performances: Class assessment get more prioritized in this environment of learning. Students do well on virtual learning rather on campus learning (Psycharis et al, 2019).
Challenges of implementing Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) Moodle on student’s learning
Challenges are inevitable in operating any work successfully. Here, in the environment of virtual learning, both teacher and students face numerous problems and criticalities to accumulate education. At first, lack of technology can create impediment in the way of attaining education through the virtual platform (Hettiarachchi and Wickramasinghe, 2019). There are plenty of students who cannot afford the cost of virtual learning through it is limited. Besides, during class session, there are raising various kinds of problems such as difficulty in concentrating (Soon and Kadir, 2017). Due to the poor network class session may interrupt. 
In terms of using technology, many students cannot operate and adjust with the new technology. They lag behind due to their disability to use technology in a proper way. They cannot attend class and not able to gather learning experiences (Chua and Montalbo, 2019). In addition, in virtual learning environment, students can select their own class time and that can create problem like sue to the lack of time management capacity, students fall into a greater problem in managing their time to cooperate with the virtual learning.
Isolation is one of the most crucial challenge of virtual learning platform. In this environment, students cannot spend time with their peer group physically (Dhakal and Sharma, 2016). So, they get lonely and fall into isolation.
Possible remedies of the barriers of implementing Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) Moodle effectively on students’ learning experience
Likewise challenges are inevitable then surely there have way of overcoming those challenges. There are many barriers to implement virtual learning environment but here have also many remedies to overcome it by following strategies (Eskandari and Soleimani, 2016). Firstly, there can be arranged training program about how to take and attend virtual learning environment (VLE). Ten each students and teacher have better ideas about the virtual learning platform properly (Al-Ajlan and Zedan, 2008). And then by communicating effectively everyone’s problems can be solved within a short time.
Feedback is essential to assess each student’s activity properly. If any students face any problem regarding virtual learning, they must have provide their feedback to their teachers and according to their feedback, they can find their solutions. Isolation is another major issue in virtual learning platform as there is no way of physical communication with the friends circle (Livingstone et al, 2018). So, motivation here, can play a key role to reduce the situation of isolation.
[bookmark: _Toc80096789]Design methodological approach
Research methodologies are the procedures of conducting research. It plays inseparable role to accumulate results and findings of the study accurately. Basically, two forms of research methodology, common in the research arena such as quantitative and qualitative methodology. In quantitative research, numerical data are collected and analyzed by using different kinds of statistical tools like graphs and charts and so on. On the other hand, qualitative research collects in-depth data from the longer period of time. In the present study, quantitative research methodologies have been followed as the aim of this study is to explore the impact of virtual learning environment Moodle on students learning experiences and to obtain this aim quantitative research can be best suited.
Online survey method has been conducted to carry out this research. Due to ongoing corona pandemic online survey get emphasized avoiding face to face interview. Besides, survey method is the popular method to collect authentic data within short time. On the other part, questionnaire has been used as a research tool to collect primary data from the field. A list of close ended questions have been designed to gather data.
In terms of sources of data, both primary and secondary data have been collected. Primary data have been collected from the students of University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus. With reference to secondary data, from different kinds of books, journals and articles secondary data have been collected and put into this study. Secondary data is as much important as primary data.
Purposive sampling has been used to select the participants of the study. A total 81 students of the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus has been considered as the respondents of the study. In addition, analysis of the data have been presented by using different kinds of statistical tools such as graphs, tables, charts and Microsoft excel.
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After collecting data, data have been analyzed and interpreted by using varieties of statistical tools like graphs, charts and tables. Analysis of data have been presented below:
Question 1: Virtual learning it’s helpful?
	Scale
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)
	Cumulative (%)

	Strongly Agreed
	13
	16.05%
	18.80%

	Agreed
	41
	50.62%
	66.67%

	Neutral 
	5
	6.17%
	72.84%

	Disagreed 
	16
	19.75%
	92.59%

	Strongly Disagreed
	6
	7.41%
	100.00%

	Total 
	81
	100.00%
	 




According to this chart, more than half (50.62%) of the participants have agreed, (16.05%) have strongly agreed on the above mentioned question. But, nearly (19.75%) of the participants have not thought that virtual learning had useful. 



Question 2: Do you get any assistance from your teacher?
	Scale
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)
	Cumulative (%)

	Strongly Agreed
	21
	25.93%
	18.80%

	Agreed
	48
	59.26%
	85.19%

	Neutral 
	2
	2.47%
	87.65%

	Disagreed 
	7
	8.64%
	96.30%

	Strongly Disagreed
	3
	3.70%
	100.00%

	Total 
	81
	100.00%
	 




The above graph has been presented the scenario of the assistance of the teacher. Here, the lion portion (59.26%) of the participants have agreed while a few portion (8.64%) of the participants have disagreed with the question.
Question 3: Do you prefer virtual learning or physical?
	Scale
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)
	Cumulative (%)

	Strongly Agreed
	17
	20.99%
	18.80%

	Agreed
	37
	45.68%
	66.67%

	Neutral 
	4
	4.94%
	71.60%

	Disagreed 
	16
	19.75%
	91.36%

	Strongly Disagreed
	7
	8.64%
	100.00%

	Total 
	81
	100.00%
	 




Regarding the preferences of virtual or physical learning, most of (45.68%) of the participants have responded as agree with that they have preferred virtual learning rather physical.
Question 4: How long does your lesson take?
	Scale 
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)
	Cumulative (%)

	Less than 1 hour
	23
	28.40%
	18.80%

	1-2 hour
	39
	48.15%
	76.54%

	More than 2 hours
	19
	23.46%
	100.00%

	Total 
	81
	100.00%
	 



In accordance with the above chart, nearly half (48.15%) of the participants have been taken class about to 1 hour to 2 hour. Besides, (28.40%) of the participant’s class have been taken less than one hour and (23.46%) of the participants have attended the class about more than two hours. 


Question 5:  Is virtual learning is affecting your mental health?
	Scale
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)
	Cumulative (%)

	Strongly Agreed
	9
	11.11%
	18.80%

	Agreed
	26
	32.10%
	43.21%

	Neutral 
	14
	17.28%
	60.49%

	Disagreed 
	21
	25.93%
	86.42%

	Strongly Disagreed
	11
	13.58%
	100.00%

	Total 
	81
	100.00%
	 




This graph has represented the mental health status of the participants in where (32.10%) participants have agreed that they have been affected mentally from the virtual learning environment while nearly one third (25.93%) of them have disagreed with this question.
Question 6:  Is online learning is beneficial to you?
	Scale
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)
	Cumulative (%)

	Strongly Agreed
	18
	22.22%
	18.80%

	Agreed
	32
	39.51%
	61.73%

	Neutral 
	7
	8.64%
	70.37%

	Disagreed 
	19
	23.46%
	93.83%

	Strongly Disagreed
	5
	6.17%
	100.00%

	Total 
	81
	100.00%
	 




According to the above graph, majority (39.51%) of the participants have agreed with the above mentioned question. On the other hand, (23.46%) of the participants have disagreed, (6.17%) have strongly disagreed and only a few (8.64%) participants have shared no information.
Question 7: Doing the tasks online does helping you?
	Scale
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)
	Cumulative (%)

	Strongly Agreed
	12
	14.81%
	18.80%

	Agreed
	39
	48.15%
	62.96%

	Neutral 
	2
	2.47%
	65.43%

	Disagreed 
	21
	25.93%
	91.36%

	Strongly Disagreed
	7
	8.64%
	100.00%

	Total 
	81
	100.00%
	 




In terms of doing online task help or not, almost half (48.15%) of the participants have responded as they have been helped by taking online task greatly while (25.93%) of them have disagreed with the above question.
Question 8: Do you learn better online? 
	Scale
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)
	Cumulative (%)

	Strongly Agreed
	21
	25.93%
	18.80%

	Agreed
	40
	49.38%
	75.31%

	Neutral 
	2
	2.47%
	77.78%

	Disagreed 
	13
	16.05%
	93.83%

	Strongly Disagreed
	5
	6.17%
	100.00%

	Total 
	81
	100.00%
	 




Major portion (49.38%) of the participants have agreed with the above question seeing the above chart. On the contrary, (16.05%) of the participants have disagreed that they have not learned well in online platform. Moreover, a little portion (2.47%) have avoided this question as well.
Question 9: Do you like your subject?
	Scale
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)
	Cumulative (%)

	Strongly Agreed
	13
	16.05%
	18.80%

	Agreed
	29
	35.80%
	51.85%

	Neutral 
	8
	9.88%
	61.73%

	Disagreed 
	22
	27.16%
	88.89%

	Strongly Disagreed
	9
	11.11%
	100.00%

	Total 
	81
	100.00%
	 




According to the subject preferences, most of the (35.80%) participants have found satisfied with their subject while (27.16%) have not found with their subject.
Question 10: Do you think virtual learning allowing you to become confident?
	Scale
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)
	Cumulative (%)

	Strongly Agreed
	15
	18.52%
	18.80%

	Agreed
	42
	51.85%
	70.37%

	Neutral 
	3
	3.70%
	74.07%

	Disagreed 
	14
	17.28%
	91.36%

	Strongly Disagreed
	7
	8.64%
	100.00%

	Total 
	81
	100.00%
	 





The above chart has presented the status of the thinking that virtual learning allowing to become confident or not. Here, the lion share (51.85%) of the participants have agreed, (18.52%) have strongly agreed. But, (17.28%) of them have found disagreed and (8.64%) have found strongly disagreed with the above question.
[bookmark: _Toc80096791]Discussion
Virtual learning environment is one of the most effective learning Moodle in gathering students learning experiences. From the findings of this study, most of the students have preferred virtual learning rather physical learning. But a study found that students do not preferred virtual learning, they think that physical learning ensures quality learning (Kumar et al, 2020). Besides, present study has identified that, virtual learning builds relationship belter between the teacher and student as well as similarly found this relationship. In terms of during class session, virtual learning takes 1-2 hours that is resourceful and do not consume time much (Soon and Kadir, 2017). On the contrary, Mogus et al, (2017) found out that, virtual learning takes long time that is meaningless and kills the valuable time of the students. Moreover, there is strongly relationship between the virtual learning and mental health. On the other hand, Barker and Gossman, (2019) identified that, there is no significant relationship with the mental health and virtual learning. Virtual learning does not affect mental health at all. Above all, virtual learning environment is crucial for improving remote learning. 


[bookmark: _Toc80096792]Recommendations
Some recommendations are identified on the basis of the findings of the research. They are listed below:
· University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus should arrange a seminar and organize training program on developing the ideas of takings session on virtual learning environment (VLE) Moodle for the better understandings of virtual learning.
· Students should focus more on their learnings virtually, they should be more attentive.
· University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus must provide feedback and give motivation to reduce the mental pressure originating from the virtual learning.
· University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus should design strategic polices and ensure effective communication for removing the barriers of using new technology.
[bookmark: _Toc80096793]Conclusion
The crucial aim of this research paper is to explore the impact of Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) – Moodle on students’ learning experience at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus. To gain this aim a small scale research has been conducted. Findings of this study has illustrated that most of the students get benefited from virtual learning. Students get confidence, assistance and effective learning from the virtual learning Moodle. Besides, virtual learning has affected less on mental health as well as students have found preferring virtual learning than physical based learning. In virtual learning environment, class has been taken 1 to 2 hours majorly that is meaningful and resourceful. Although there have found less challenges of implementing Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) – Moodle, there have provided recommendations in this paper like arranging training programs has been identified as the most effective solutions to reduce the barriers in the way of virtual learning.
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