Essay Questions for CYCS7021 The Celtic Arthur and the Matter of Britain:
(one essay, 5,000 words)

Choose one only of the following.

1. If we consider  Gildas’s De excidio Britanniae, Historia Brittonum (including Mirabilia), and Annales Cambriae together, do we have the evidence for a defensible case for an ‘historical’ Arthur?

2. Can we reconcile the different depictions of Arthur in Historia Brittonum (including Mirabilia) and the early Welsh poetry with a notion of a ‘traditional’ Welsh Arthur?

3. How does the Arthur of the Lives of the Saints compare to the Arthur found in the other early Welsh sources discussed in this module? Can we use the Lives to illuminate other sources, and vice versa?

4. What methods might we use to assess how much Geoffrey of Monmouth’s Arthur  might owe to earlier tradition? What is the result of such an assessment?
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