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Community profile
Introduction
This community profile will focus on the Swansea area in south Wales and how the Roots charitable organisation, that the young people attend, is funded. The purpose of a community profile is to provide an overview of the local community that people live in. Building a profile of their local community can help make people aware of the things around them in their area, and what they have access to. This can then help them make the best of their life choices, and help them to avoid getting into crime and anti-social behaviours. Swansea is the second largest city in Wales, and is situated on the south coast (Swansea Council, 2024a). This community profile will include details of statistics, general amenities, crime rates, and funding opportunities. 

Statistics
According to Swansea Council (2024b), the current estimated population of Swansea is 246, 700 people. This includes children aged between 0-15 years 16.8% (lower when compared with the whole population of Wales), young people aged between16-24 years13.6% (higher than Wales), and those aged between16-64 62.8% (higher than Wales). There were 2,100 births, and 2, 800 deaths recorded for Swansea last year. Additionally, 5,500 people migrated into the Swansea area in 2023. 
This highlights that the highest population group in Swansea are those aged between 16-64 years. Whereas, the statistics for the numbers of children and young people living in Swansea are quite high at 13.6% compared with the rest of Wales (10.6%)(Swansea Council, 2024b; Stats Wales, 2023) which suggests that without the appropriate facilities for this age group they are in danger of falling into socially negative behaviours. This underlines the importance of organisations such as Roots to help give young people a safe space to go to with opportunities for skills development.



General amenities
Swansea has a variety of amenities suitable for young people. These include several cinemas, an indoor bowling alley, crazy golf, a great shopping centre, lots of food outlets selling a variety of different foods, for example, McDonalds, the Slug & Lettuce pub, and Las Iguanas Mexican foods. There are also 2 universities, the National Waterfront museum, Swansea museum, as well as several art galleries, for instance the Glynn Vyvian. In addition there is the Dylan Thomas centre, the Swansea Grand Theatre, Clyne Gardens, Swansea Stadium, and the LC Water Park and Leisure Complex (Visit Wales, 2025).
It is important to have lots of general amenities available locally, so that the young people have a choice of many things to do and access at an affordable price. This is so that they can socialise outside of youth club with their friends and families, just to be able to enjoy themselves in a meaningful and positive way. This hopefully can help young people to avoid getting themselves involved in any anti-social behaviours. 
There are a number of youth facilities available in Swansea as well as Roots; one of them is called Evolve. Evolve provide a range of services for young people as well as their families, which include ‘specialist support in areas such as sexual health, domestic abuse, risk taking behaviour, and safety online’ (Shelter Cymru, 2025, np). They also help young people gain employability skills through offering support in writing CVs, cover letters, and filling out job applications. They are a youth club that promotes seasonal outdoors activities too, such as ice skating, a community parade, and a Christmas fete. 
There are many other youth clubs in the Swansea area, such as Y, Hub youth club, LGBTQ+ youth club, EYST youth drop-in, Mixtup youth club, Platforms drop-in youth club, and West Cross youth club (Tidy Minds, 2025). Y, Hub is a youth club that provides hot food, music (listening to and creating music), and workshops such as 1st Aid and CPR training, Safeguarding, and Cyberbullying awareness. The purpose of this youth club is to create a safe space and environment for young people to thrive in.
By having so many youth clubs available in the Swansea area, this helps young people to stay out of trouble and make more positive choices in their lives, so that they can achieve and thrive in life and make positive contributions to the wider community of Swansea.
Crime rates
It is important that young people have opportunities to grow and succeed so that they do not make a negative impact on their community by getting into trouble. According to Plumplot (2012), the crime rates for Swansea are:
· Anti-social behaviour 10.4%
· Public order 8.5%
· Vehicle crime 2.2%
· Bicycle theft 0.5%
· Theft from the person 0.5%
· Shoplifting 6.2%
· Robbery 0.2%
· Burglary 2.1%
· Other theft 4.4%
· Criminal damage and arson 6.8%
· Drugs 2.2%
· Possession of weapons 0.6%
· Violent crime 32.8%
· Other crime 1.7%
These statistics are rather alarming! They suggest that Swansea is not a safe area for young people to grow up in. This means that young people may not always feel safe in their community, and could become quite isolated. They are also more at risk of being drawn into some of these criminal activities, especially if their friends are already involved as peer pressure can be powerful (The Children’s Society, 2025). 

Funding opportunities for Roots in Swansea
The UK Government provide a total income of £224,797 for Roots to provide services for young people in Swansea. Roots spends its money in various way, including to support young people in care and leaving the care system, to provide activities such as the cinema, trampolining, and arts and crafts. They are however in need of even more funding so that they can provide supported living for care leavers, provide more activities to help develop the young people’s skills, and also to help the organisation meet the requirements of the 5 pillars of youth work. Additionally, they desperately need to carry out some repairs, for example their television set is broken and they need a new one, the piano plug is broken and needs replacing. Roots currently only gets funding from the UK Government source, but because they so desperately need more, they have opened a website for people to donate. 
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