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I am a 42-year-old Nigeria woman, a single mother responsible for the well being of my three children, two sons, Divine, who is currently ten years old, and Delight, who is nine, and a daughter named Desire, aged seven. While originate from Nigeria, my children were all born in the United Kingdom. I am a practicing, Christian.
My upbringing occurred in the rural village of Umuaka, located in Imo State Nigeria. My parents, though both living, are estranged from each other. They have four offspring, three sons and one daughter. I came from humble beginnings, facing considerable financial hardship during my childhood. I achieved the distinction of being the first individual in my paternal lineage to attend a higher education institution. Following my parents’ separation, I resided in the village under the care of my grandparents. I played a central role in the care of my grandfather after he experienced a stroke, acting as his primary caregiver until his passing in 2004.
I immigrated to the uk on January 19th, 2011. My initial employment was as a care assistant at a residential care facility in London. I encountered my late husband Raymond, in November 2011, and we subsequently married in August 2012. Unfortunately, our relationship encountered difficulties leading to our separation.
Later, in 2014, I entered a relationship with my former partner. In 2018, due to incidents of domestic abuse perpetrated by him, social services became involved in the welfare of myself and my children. In 2017, I suffered a grievous assault by my ex-partner, resulting in a painful miscarriage at eight weeks of gestation.  I also endured a near-fatal choking incident at his hands.
In September 2021, social services concluded their involvement with our case, providing a discharged letter and advising me to consider relocating my children to Nigeria or alternatively to seek asylum in the uk. Feeling I had no other option, I chose to pursue asylum. In January 2022, the Home Office arranged for myself and my children to be housed in a hotel in Cardiff. In July 2022, we were subsequently moved to Swansea. In January 2024, we were granted refugee status, which includes leave to remain in the uk.
Since becoming a single mother, I have been responsible for providing for my children. Over the past several years, I have experienced periods of depression and anxiety, for which I received medication and counselling. However, I am currently in a stable and improved mental state. Life has presented numerous challenges, but I am determined to remain resilient for the sake of my children. My only current physical ailment is haemorrhoids, for which I am awaiting surgery. Apart from this, my health is perfectly good.
Last year, 2024, while exploring job opportunities, a friend recommended that I pursue a university education, believing that a formal qualification would improve my chances of securing worthwhile employment. The idea of attending university has been a long-standing aspiration of mine, driven by the desire to obtain a good job and provide for my children independently, without relying on external support. However, I persevered, telling myself to continue and to view any setbacks as learning experiences. I recognize that there is nothing to lose in pursuing my goals. 





