Chapter 4 – Analysis of Results

4.1 Introduction
This chapter will review and critically analyse the findings from the primary research conducted. The objective of the research undertaken was to gain an insight from Detectives working within the South Wales Police (SWP) Rape Investigation Team (RIT) to understand the complexities in investigating Sexual Violence crimes. 
The literature review within this study highlighted the abhorrently low conviction rates for cases of rape within the UK, however there was a lack of evidence to support the reasons why this is the case, with little indication highlighting the factors which prevent these cases progressing to court. 
The questionnaire for this research was completed by 13 respondents, their responses will be detailed within the questionnaire findings subsection. 

4.2 Data Analysis
As noted in the previous chapter, Data Analysis is the method in which a researcher collects, reviews and analyses information (Eldridge.S, 2023). For this project, the researcher chose primary research, namely the use of a questionnaire as the most appropriate method of collecting the data. The rationale for using this method was due to the nature of the objective set, the aim was to gain an understanding from individuals working within the RIT, the data collected needed to be specific to the objective and not based on previous research conducted (BBC, 2023). 

4.3 Advantages of using Microsoft Forms
To collect the data required for this project, the researcher chose to use the functionality of Microsoft Forms. Microsoft Forms has many benefits, it’s extremely user friendly which simplifies the process for researchers to create surveys and questionnaires. Additionally, Microsoft Forms is easily accessible to individuals whether that be from specific organizations, businesses, or the government (Jones, M. n.d). This being particularly desirable for the researcher of this project as the target audience were serving police detectives and this ensured a secure platform was utilised. Furthermore, the participants were able to remain anonymous when completing the questionnaire which encouraged participation. 

4.4 Questionnaire Findings
Within the literature review of this project, it was identified that reports of sexual assault to police had increased in the last decade. Detectives were asked if they agreed with this statement, ten respondents answered “yes”, however three respondents answered “no”, with one respondent stating that they did not believe there had been an increase in reports specifically from victims, but more so from professional third-party agencies without the consent of victims. It is understood that third-party agencies may have a duty of care for the victim to report such a crime, however it is concerning that some of these statistics may include victims that have not consented to the information being shared with police and may indicate that these statistics are not as accurate as first believed. These findings clearly show that there is a disparity between individuals’ opinion on this topic. Although most respondents agreed that there had been an increase, it’s evident that this is not a clear-cut subject and there is additional work required from police forces to build trusting relationships with victims which in turn will hopefully encourage victims to report these crimes to police. 
Within the literature review, several high-profile cases were discussed which have had a detrimental effect on female trust towards police forces, specifically the crimes involving serving police officers Wayne Couzens and David Carrick. Respondents were asked what they believed police forces needed to do to re-build the trust of female victims, four respondents agreed with the requirement of a vetting review of all serving police officers. It was highlighted within the literature review that this is already being introduced by instruction of the Home Secretary and the National Police Chief Council (NPCC). Police forces across Britain have been encouraged to conduct reviews of all serving staff and officers and to also review their vetting standards for future staff looking to join the service, to ensure that any predatory individuals are identified, which in turn will improve public trust in policing. This is a promising initiative from the government and only time will tell if this review improves trusting relationships between the police and public. 
For the researcher to build a greater understanding of the complexities of investigating sexual violence, respondents were asked what the main challenges they faced. Overwhelmingly, nine of the respondents agreed that the greatest challenge was victim’s withdrawing their support from an investigation. This is a disappointing reality of the investigation of sexual crime; however, it is unsurprising when reviewing the conviction rates. As noted within the literature review, over 65,000 rapes were reported to police in 2022, yet only 1,276 cases were charged (Rape Crisis, 2022). With such a low conviction rate, circa 2%, can victims be blamed for not wanting to progress with a criminal complaint? In addition, respondents were asked if all reports of rape would be progressed to court and shockingly 100% of the respondents answered “no”. Respondents were asked the reasons why they believed conviction rates were so low, four respondents selected that this was because victims were unsupportive of an investigation, five respondents selected the option of there being insufficient evidence to make a charge, whether that being a victimless prosecution or a lack of forensic evidence. However, two of the respondents made interesting comments regarding the fact that the jury within British Courts are made up of members of the public. These individuals have no professional expertise on this subject and what professionals may consider a sexual assault members of the public may not. Furthermore, it is often that these cases can be a one word against another scenario, with the defence of consent being used by the defendant. But how can the prosecution prove that the female did not consent? This is an extremely difficult case to prove in court and without overwhelming evidence, and therefore it is seemingly unsurprising that conviction rates are so low.  
A copy of the results from the questionnaire can be found in Appendix B.

4.5 Conclusion
The findings in this study has supported the research conducted within the literature review, highlighting the additional impact factors preventing victims reporting sexual crimes and potential reasons why conviction rates in the UK are so low.
The next chapter of the study will further explore the outcomes of the survey and will list the recommendations that may assist in increasing victims’ confidence in policing. This in turn should increase the number of individuals reporting sexual crimes, and aid in raising the awareness of support available to victims.
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