Task 1. 

 To begin with, regarding your first question, in short, if the creation of this gift was done correctly and was not created by you or another member of our firm, we should be able to accept said gift.  As was stated in your email as there was no lack of capacity which is good, however you must investigate what solicitors aided in the creation of Mrs. Spain's will. This is due to the fact that if a solicitor at our firm was part of the construction of this will it could be considered a breach of the SRA code of conduct 1.2 (Solicitors Regulation Authority, 2019) abusing our position by taking unfair advantage of clients or others, and SRA code of conduct 6.2 (Solicitors Regulation Authority, 2019) which relates to a conflict of interest. This was litigated in a 2013 case involving a solicitor by the name Piers Matthew Beach (Bindman, 2018). This solicitor had to face the Solicitor Disciplinary Tribunal (Home, 2023) (SDT) because he was accepting legacies from clients. The result was a fine of £7,500. It was found that the mistake made by Mr. Beach was that he had his clients get a second opinion from solicitors that worked within his own firm. The issue found by the SDT was the potential for conflict of interest to occur due to the negligence of Mr. Beach’s actions of not instructing the client to get a second opinion from a separate law firm. This is why before accepting any legacies from Mrs. Spain I would recommend ensuring that the will was constructed by a lawyer not associated with our firm.

[bookmark: _Int_I0IMt878][bookmark: _Int_UFEXSjM0] Next, regarding your second question, the answer is less certain. In short, the administration of estates act 1925 (Administration of Estates Act 1925, 2011) gives executors their power. Due to this regarding your question the executor has the discretion to decide on who they allow to see the will and how they divvy up the assets if it is in line with the testator's wishes. To begin at first, I considered a Donatio Mortis Causa (Donatio mortis causa Definition | Legal Glossary | LexisNexis, 2024), however I do not believe this situation meets the criteria necessary as laid out in the case (King v Durbey 2015). The criteria that fail regarding this case is the fact that from what is currently known Mrs. Spain's death was natural causes; the gold must have been bought with the intention of a specified death. Following on from that, as the gold is not mentioned within Mrs. Spain’s will, Fiona could attempt the route of legal ownership. For this Fiona would need substantial evidence to support her claim for said gold by providing written documentation or witness testimony. Following this, Fiona could receive said gold through a constructive trust. For this to work Fiona must prove two specific criteria, the first being common intention. This would be proving that both parties had a common intention that Fiona would have a beneficial interest in the gold, this can be proven through actions, statements, or documentation. Next the second criteria needed is referred to as detrimental reliance, this means that Fiona needs to demonstrate that she acted to her detriment based on Mrs. Spain’s intention. An example of this in action would be the case (Thorner v Major 2009). Finally, my recommendation would be to speak with the executor of the will, as the way the assets are handled/paid out falls on their discretion. Another reason this would be the most prudent course of action is that the (Administration of Estates Act 1925, 2011) allows discretion, which is one aspect that Fiona appeared to necessitate. 



References:

· Administration of Estates Act 1925 (2011) Legislation.gov.uk. Available at: https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/Geo5/15-16/23/contents. 
· Bindman, D. (2018) Solicitor fined over actions when receiving legacies from clients, Legal Futures. Available at: https://www.legalfutures.co.uk/latest-news/solicitor-fined-over-actions-when-receiving-legacies-from-clients (Accessed: 21 March 2025). 
· Donatio mortis causa Definition | Legal Glossary | LexisNexis (2024) @lexisnexis. Available at: https://www.lexisnexis.co.uk/legal/glossary/donatio-mortis-causa. 
· Home (2023) Solicitors Disciplinary Tribunal. Available at: https://solicitorstribunal.org.uk. 
· King v Dubrey (2015) EWCA Civ 58
· Solicitors Regulation Authority (2019) SRA Code of Conduct for Solicitors, RELs and RFLs, Solicitors Regulation Authority. Available at: https://www.sra.org.uk/solicitors/standards-regulations/code-conduct-solicitors/. 
· Thorner v Major (2009)















Task 2a. 

What is the upcoming Inheritance tax reform and how does it affect the agriculture and Business sectors?

This article examines the upcoming inheritance tax reform focusing on agriculture and businesses effective April 2026. Effective April 2026 inheritance tax regarding APR and BPR will have 100% relief for the first £1 million following that all further equity will only receive 50% tax relief. The reason for this is reportedly to protect family run farms from outsiders buying land for tax avoidance.


 When it comes to Inheritance tax the rate in which you may pay is dependent upon varied factors. An example of this can be seen in the so-called nil-Rate band, the first £325,000 of an individual's estate is exempt from inheritance tax therefore getting the name of nil-rate band. If the estate is over said threshold it is taxed at a flat rate of 40%.  For further clarity when inheritance tax is applied it is applied to the net estate value at death, minus any debts.  Moving on, this article is about businesses and agriculture, so there are certain reliefs/ exemptions. These are APR and BPR. The main goal of these is to lower the inheritance burden of these properties through taxation relief. This has been the status quo since 1992 allowing agricultural businesses inheritance tax relief of 100% on their assets and business. 


‘It is often supposed that this regressivity is driven by reliefs for particular asset classes, particularly Business Relief and Agricultural Relief. We show that this is largely false: the overall regressivity in IHT stems from the uncapped nature of the spouse exemption’ (Inheritance Tax reliefs: Time for reform? Centre for the Analysis of Taxation Policy Report, 2024)

 In April 2026, an introduction of a £1 million cap for 100% relief on combined agriculture and business assets will become effective in the United Kingdom. Once the cap of £1 million is hit both agriculture and business properties will only be eligible for 50% tax relief through inheritance regarding the rest of the estate's assets.   According to the farming minister Daniel Zeichner when he appeared at the Northern Farming Conference the reason for these reforms is to stop “people coming in from outside [the industry] with large amounts of money, buying up land, not for farming, but frankly, to use the current tax system for their advantage”. The way in which this helps small family run farms is by disincentivizing wealthy people buying large properties of land and not using them and furthermore incentivizing family run farms to pass over agriculture earlier to maintain productivity. That is due to the fact inheritance tax will not be paid if the property is passed over while they are still alive.



Keywords:

1. APR - Agricultural Property Relief - This is a mechanism within inheritance tax designed to provide relief on qualifying agricultural assets 
2. BPR - Business Property Relief - This is a mechanism within inheritance tax designed to provide relief on qualifying Business assets 
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Task 2b. 

To begin with my approach, I first Read through the provided article within the assignment document. After reading it I began to take out specific parts and bullet point what I considered to be the most necessary parts. The reason for this is that for a task such as this it is important to use the provided source/ information as a base point. By that I mean this is the starting info needed to know therefore when researching I know to look for sources explaining alternative/ various aspects that are still relevant to the topic. 

Following that I used the google scholar search engine and used the term ‘inheritance reform tax laws UK.’ I like using google scholar due to two specific reasons. The first is that it is free to use and provides a wide variety of academic sources and articles. The second is how unpredictable it is, by that I mean you can get a lot of different results, while many will not be relevant, vaguely reading them can provide inspiration to input different variants of the question relevant to the task. 

 At this point I was researching under a false notion of what the article was about. Rather than focusing on the agriculture and business sectors I was focused on the private sector. This is a common mistake I make in which I will skim through the task provided then misinterpret/ not fully take I n what is needed. Due to this I heavily researched the wrong part of Inheritance tax reform, planned, and even started drafting the article on the wrong topic. The first couple of lines in the main body of my article still retains that first draft 

[bookmark: _Int_VMrPaAUU] After realizing my mistake, I did the same routine but on the correct topic this time. The main reason I chose the specific sources is due to the information they had within them. It was all specific to this topic and gave me the ability to form a certain narrative of how beneficial this reform act is. My approach was somewhat successful, the only way in which I would change it would be to read the task more carefully otherwise I believe in broad strokes it is a decent approach. 


