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Terracotta ‘Tanagra’ figure of an old nurse Greek BC Said to be from Tanagra, possibly from Athens, Greece This stooped old woman with hunched shoulders holds a large, naked baby firmly in her arms.


Elate
Female slave
Age 40 years old
Nurse
Elate is owned by Athenodoros. He is very wealthy, after inheriting a fortune.
Elate was the nurse to Nikanor, who is the younger brother of Athenodoros, after their parents were killed, when Nikanor was 6 years old.
Now Elate is the nurse to Athenodoros , infant daughter , after his wife died in childbirth.
The family must be fond of Elate, as she has been with the family a long time.
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Female Slaves
Some female slaves that had given birth, would become wet-nurses and take on the feeding of their owner’s baby. This became more common in the classical period. Others became nannies, to their owners’ children and referred to as τροφός/trophós.  Many wet-nurses and nannies would become lifelong confidants of the children that they had raised.
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