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Morven Montgomery
Having essential skills for study and employment within the creative industries is vital for a variety of reasons. Whether that’s to add on to your previous skillset, to enhance your understanding, or to become more employable. With my future creative career being in the Set Design and Production field, a typical job for me could be working the lighting rigs to painting a scenic set the other – so a large skillset is a must! 

Designing. Without this creative thought the world would not be where it is. It’s a crucial skill within my chosen industry, as “Being able to come up with new and original ideas is essential to almost any career, but particularly useful when solving creative problems.” (Arts University Bournemouth, 2022) As a designer within theatre, television or film “We are the people who make visual world of the play” (McLane, 2022, p. XI). However, designing is not the only part of this industry. Scenic painting and prop making are also some of the niche roles within this workplace.

Scenic painting. “Painting is an essential part of most theatrical productions, either creating the illusion of three dimensions or reinforcing dimensional scenery.” (Sherwin, 2006, p XXI). The art of painting is like no other, from the tiny details in wallpaper to the lavish murals on backdrops, it all helps contribute to the designer’s vision.

Prop-making. Like scenic painting, the art of prop-making is highly demanded. The puppeteer not only determines what the puppet looks like but also the creative process behind the idea. “When we look at the further needs of the prop-strength and weight, time and money, the skills we have, and the machines we have access to – we will see what props cannot always be made out of their intended material.” (Hart, 2013, p12).

To conclude, these essential skills all benefit my chosen career path in a variety of different ways.  Afterall, “All the cameras see is the last coat of paint.” (Hart, 2013, p12).
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