Guided Study Activity
	Student Name:
	
	Student Number:
	

	Module Code:
	ECCE4001
	Module Title:
	Who Am I? Exploring Professional Identity

	Learning Outcomes:
	•	begin to develop research, referencing and critical thinking skills

	Task No:
	Activity
	Prior to session
	During session
	After session

	
	Complete the following activities regarding internet sources.
	
	
	



	1.
	Match the Domain name to the type of organisation (draw an arrow to the correct answer)

	.gov
	Commercial Company

	.org
	University or College

	.edu / .ac
	Non-Profit Organisation / Charity

	.com / .co
	Government Organisation

	Question: Why might knowing the type of organisation be important when selecting suitable sources?



	2.
	Where is the source based

	www.nhs.gov.uk
	

	www.bbc.co.uk
	

	www.ed.gov
	

	www.gov.wales
	

	www.reggiochildren.it
	

	www.mahle-stiftung.de
	

	https://european-union.europa.eu
	

	Question: Why is it important to know where an organisation is based?



	3.
	What type of organisation is this?

	www.harvard.edu
	

	www.barnardos.org.uk
	

	www.gcs.ac.uk
	

	www.bsygroup.oc.uk
	

	www.equalityhumanrights.com
	

	Question: What should you do if you are not sure about an internet source?



	4.
	Critical Thinking questions when considering sources

	Question
	Answer

	Why might a .gov or .ac site often be more reliable?
	

	Which type of site is most likely to try to sell something?
	

	If you have used a search engine (e.g. Google or Bing) to find resources why should you not always use the top results?
	

	What do you need to consider if a site contains a lot of adverts?
	

	How can you check if a Charity website is genuine?
	


Some other considerations:
a. Author credibility – is the person or organisation well known in this field of study?
b. Bias/purpose – are they trying to sell you something or to convince you that their opinion is the right one
c. Accuracy and evidence – how accurate is the information and what evidence is it  based on
d. Currency – how up to date is the information, if there is no date at the top of the page check when the page was last updated.
