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ESSAY 1
There are many different ways that Police can disrupt and target criminal activity on the roads starting from powers Police officers have through law and legislation to stop cars, seize cars and search cars and also by using technology such as Automatic Number Plate Recognition (ANPR) and Closed-Circuit Television (CCTV footage). 
Police officers have powers to stop cars using Section 163 of the Road Traffic Act 1988. The definition of that power being ‘’A person driving a mechanically propelled vehicle, must stop the vehicle on being required to do so by a Constable in uniform or a traffic officer.’’ (College of Policing, n.d.) This power allows an officer to signal the driver of a vehicle to pull over safely so that further policing and investigating can be conducted. 
An officer must have reasonable grounds to stop a vehicle for example, the vehicle driving in excess of the road’s speed limit, the vehicle swerving and being driven dangerously or carelessly. This could then potentially result in disruption of any criminal activity such as the driver drink driving. If the officer can see signs of the driver being under the influence such as glazed eyes, the smell of alcohol on the driver’s breath, slurred speech, or even empty alcohol packaging in the car, then an officer can request a sample of breath on the roadside from the driver to obtain the level of alcohol in the driver’s system. Failure to provide a breath sample at the roadside has the result of arrest and automatic charging. (VHS Fletchers Solicitors, 2018) Driving whilst under the influence of alcohol over the prescribed limit can lead to a person’s arrest under Section 5 of the Road Traffic Act 1988. (legislation.gov.uk, 2011)
Officers can also use technology such as the Police National Computer (PNC) to check if a vehicle is insured, taxed and safe to drive by having an update to date MOT certificate. If an officer conducts the relevant searches on a vehicle by using the vehicle’s registration number and the results come back that the driver has no insurance in place to drive that vehicle, then under Section 165A of the Road Traffic Act 1988 the officer has the power to seize the vehicle. (College of Policing, n.d.) This is a positive way for Police to disrupt road criminality by taking illegal drivers off the road. 
Automatic Number Plate Recognition (ANPR) is a tool used by Police to tackle criminality on the roads by these cameras being installed all around the country, especially on major roads to pick up hits of a vehicle’s registration number. ANPR cameras can give Police a direction of travel of vehicles of interest and allow traffic officers to pursue it if necessary and deal with whatever criminality on the road it is involved in. ANPR cameras allow officers to detect, disrupt and prevent criminal activity on the roads. (College of Policing, n.d.) ANPR cameras have the capability of reading number plates over multiple lanes therefore, ANPR cameras can be used on motorways without difficulty. 
This tool can be used in a proactive and reactive way for example, if a vehicle is believed to be involved in crime such as holding drugs on board and conveying them, then the number plate can be flagged up and when hits are triggered by ANPR cameras then Police can track its whereabouts and make note of where it travels. Regarding a reactive way, if a person threats suicide and drives off in their vehicle, ANPR cameras can be used to pick up hits of the vehicle to track its location so that officers can follow the vehicle’s direction of travel and safeguard the driver. The ANPR cameras work by reading the number plates/vehicle registration marks (VRM) of vehicles and compare it to the computer’s database and records. (College of Policing, n.d.)
An example of ANPR being used successfully is whereby a claimant was involved in a traffic accident in 2018. The losses in the traffic accident included credit hire, storage and personal injury. Throughout the investigation being conducted after this traffic accident occurred, ANPR cameras were used as they picked up hits of the vehicle being used and driven by the claimant when it shouldn’t have been. (DAC Beachcroft, 2020) ANPR cameras are very efficient and effective evidence to be used to assist Police investigations as they provide evidence and information of a vehicle’s locations and whereabouts. ANPR is a great tool to use in an investigation whereby a vehicle is involved. (College of Policing, 2021)
Closed Circuit Television, commonly known as CCTV also provides Police with the opportunity to disrupt criminal activity on the road around the whole world. CCTV is used as it is like an eye in the sky, being operated and monitored by human-beings who can track a person or vehicle in interest. CCTV can be used in investigations just as ANPR cameras can be, as it shows evidence that cannot be argued. CCTV can be used to identify a vehicle of interest and identify the driver of that vehicle. CCTV can be viewed by officers to determine whether or not an offence has been committed. (Advanced Overwatch, 2021) 
CCTV footage allows officers to watch an entire event that took place, and both see and understand what happened. Police officers must gather as much evidence as possible when a crime has been committed so that justice can be served and CCTV footage like ANPR plays a vital role. CCTV allows officers to gain an understanding of the incident and identify victims and suspects. CCTV can also be used to clarify witness testimonies. (Advances Overwatch, 2021)
Police can obtain CCTV footage from public areas without permission as they would for private footage. For example, if an officer noticed CCTV footage from a person’s home address, then this would be private. An officer would have to ensure that their request for the footage was in guidance with Section 19 of the Police And Criminal Evidence Act 1984. This allows an officer to request to obtain or seize the private footage as they believe it is possible evidence in relation to a criminal offence. (Advanced Overwatch, 2021) 
CCTV footage and ANPR can also be used for officers to react to members of the public ‘fly-tipping’ and disposing of rubbish and waste in public areas. As fly-tipping along the roadside is a known issue within the UK, the CCTV and ANPR technology available allows the perpetrators to be caught. The cameras can capture the number plate of the vehicle being used, but also the identities of the driver and any other passengers. This also interlinks with construction site security, and the security of industrial estates as often they can be targets of fly-tipping. Construction sites and industrial estates can often be poorly lit areas with no one present at night-time when it is dark and visibility is poor therefore, technology such as CCTV and ANPR would be an ideal investment. (www.wcctv.co.uk, n.d)
Upon researching disruption options for Police dealing with criminal activity on the road, it is apparent that there are many different strategies and options available to assist officers tackling road criminality. From the law and legislation and powers officers have, to the ever-advancing world of technology such as ANPR and CCTV, there are numerous options available to detect, disrupt and prevent criminal activity on the roads. An officer’s power to request a vehicle to stop under Section 163 of the Road Traffic Act 1988 can be the small step in an officer disrupting criminal activity on the road. Upon requesting a vehicle to stop, an officer could come across anything from large amounts of money on board, stolen goods on board or drugs on board. An officer’s ability to seize a vehicle which is being driven without insurance under Section 165A of the Road Traffic Act 1988 is a strong way for an officer to take an illegal driver off the road, and make it a safer place for other road users. 
It is estimated that there are now 5.2 million CCTV cameras across the UK, varying from public surveillance, home/private CCTV cameras, ring doorbell footage and so on. (CCTV.co.uk, 2020) This large number of cameras indicates the proportionality and importance cameras are seen to have within the UK, not only by Police but by members of the pubic too. There are 4 categories of CCTV systems in the UK:
1. Local authority/Council/Police CCTV camera monitoring systems
2. Corporate and business CCTV systems
3. Home CCTV systems
4. Non-installed Doorbell and wireless cameras 
The sheer volume of cameras and the different categories that exist show the demand and importance that CCTV cameras have within the UK. (CCTV.co.uk, 2020) These volumes of cameras provide the Police with great assistance in tackling crime on all levels not just road criminality. 
The advanced world of technology such as ANPR and CCTV cameras have shown to be an effective and efficient way for the Police to be reactive and proactive to criminal activity on the road. This technology is a great tool that is used to assist investigations and provide water-tight evidence which is extremely difficult to argue against in a Court of law. This technology is allowing officers to watch a criminal’s activity on the road and build up an understanding of how they conduct their crimes and how to tackle it. It is also a productive way for Police to keep members of the public safe, and for crime to be captured and recorded. 
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ESSAY 2 
	Community policing can be traced back many years to Anglo-Saxon times whereby there was ‘codes of law’ placing certain obligations on communities. This became known as ‘Hue and Cry.’ The ‘hue and cry’ process was put in place so that the person who was wronged could raise the hue and cry against the criminal or person responsible, and neighbours were bound to come and assist. If the criminal resisted being arrested by the members of the community, then they could be killed on the spot. (Hue and cry | English legal practice, 2019)
	In 1829 Sir Robert Peel ‘father of modern policing’ established the Metropolitan Police Force which is seen as ‘modern policing.’ (madeupinbritain.uk, 2022) Within this police force, Sir Robert Peel introduced the ‘Metropolitan Police Act 1829’ which was the organisation of police constables and inspectors in the London area. There were 17 divisions, and inside those divisions each had 4 inspectors and 144 constables. (madeupinbritain.uk, 2022) Not all regions of Great Britain decided to follow Sir Robert Peel’s policing aspects however, there was an increase of professional policing throughout the twentieth century. The number of forces reduced from approximately two-hundred forces to the current number of forty-three. (Wikipedia, 2022)
	In the 1980s the police forces in England and Wales developed a ‘reactive approach’ which was used for crime control whereby, officers reacted and responded to calls made to police regarding crime. However, this resulted in less community participation between police and members of the community which resulted in those members of the community feeling discouraged. Upon researching reactive and proactive approach, it can be seen why communities would feel discouraged with police using only reactive approaches. Reactive approach is seen as a short and sharp way to deal with something. There is no trial, it is live and you must deal with the incident or situation now, as it is. A proactive approach is seen as being planned and organised and therefore, police having a better understanding as to how to deal with it. (qpm_tech_admin, 2019)
	Upon reading ‘The Future Of Neighbourhood Policing’ produced by Andy Higgins in May 2018, it highlights the importance and necessity of neighbourhood policing along with future plans leading up to 2025. Higgins explained how this document sets out to build a bridge between the gap which lies between the Neighbourhood Policing Programme of 2008 to 2025, whereby a more proactive approach has been promised. (Higgins, 2018) The demand on reactive approaches by police officers due to emergency calls can make it challenging for proactive and community engagement to be handled at the same time. Higgins explains in this programme how ‘Hybrid’ and ‘Semi-hybrid’ workforce models have been introduced in some forces to absorb the pressure from reactive demand. This has been done by Police Community Support Officers (PCSO’S) being introduced into forces and being a part of the Neighbourhood Policing Teams. (Higgins, 2018)
	Neighbourhood policing allows police forces to build relationships, trust, and form bonds with members of the community which will later result in those members of the community being more willing to speak and work with Police. Lack of engagement from police with communities can affect community confidence which was clearly indicated in the Brixton Riots of 1981.  The apparent lack of community relations between police and the public at the time, resulted in the riots taking place due to the public’s perception of police being racist and being against them not with them. These riots caused no trust in police by communities, no relationship and negative contact. (Brenton, 2019)
	Community engagement is a process to enable communities and citizens to participate in policing as much or as little as they want. It allows citizens and police officers to build a relationship, build a repour, and allow police forces to understand a community’s needs, risks, and threats. Section 34 of the Police Reform and Social Responsibility Act 2011, provides a legal requirement for chief officers to consult with neighbourhoods of communities to discuss and provide information of crime, policing, and hold regular meetings. This is a great way for police to engage with communities as it shows members of that community that police officers are making time for them to be seen and heard. (Legislation.gov.uk, 2017)
	As per the ‘Neighbourhood policing guidelines’ provided by the College Of Policing, it outlines key areas of what neighbourhood policing delivers to communities and police forces. There are seven key parts identified which have been put into three categories which have been listed below. (College of Policing, 2019)
· Delivering neighbourhood policing; Engaging communities, solving problems, targeting strategy
· Supporting neighbourhood policing; Promoting the right culture, building analytical capability, developing officers, staff, and volunteers
· Evidence gaps; Developing and sharing learning 
These guidelines indicate how neighbourhood policing is not only beneficial to communities, but also to police officers, staff, and volunteers. Police forces have been provided with guidelines in order for them to use it as a tool to help them engage and support communities as professional and efficiently as possible. 
West Yorkshire Police produced a document named ‘Community Engagement Contents’ which includes a list of benefits of what community engagement can provide, such as; 
· Creating a greater understanding of how policing strategies may affect individuals and communities; 
· Creating an increase in public perception of safety;
· Impacting positively on tackling crime and anti-social behaviour;
· Helping identify strategies that may not have otherwise been considered 
· Aiding the design and delivery of services that meet the public needs 
These lists of examples alone indicate the benefit that not only West Yorkshire Police Force would experience, but police forces from all over the world from engaging and interacting with communities. As Police officers work to protect the public and serve its communities, engaging with them and building trust, improving perception and relationships will allow forces to maintain community cohesion. (West Yorkshire.Police.uk, 2019)
As a result of good community engagement between police and communities, comes community cohesion. Community cohesion is when different groups of people within a community come together and learn to live happy together and get on well with one another. With police support, and police engagement with communities, this can take place. This is key within the world today as the world is ever evolving and changing, and countries are becoming more diverse. It is important that community cohesion is present within communities, as it can help build that community’s future in a positive way. (Library College.police.uk n.d)
Why is community cohesion important? It is important so that it allows a place, and a group of people within that place to feel a sense of belonging. This allows the group of people to feel better, happier and therefore result in the community being a healthier one and a safer one to live in. community cohesion provides the benefits of; crime prevention, self-policing communities, sources of intelligence to police, people who are linked to communities can calm tensions and act as a third parties to help situations between police and members of the public. (Library College.police.uk n.d)
Police forces and partner agencies have a role to play in maintaining community cohesion. Cohesion meaning, taken from the Oxford Paperback Dictionary & thesaurus ‘the fact of holding firmly together’ indicates that police and partner agencies such as social services, doctor surgeries, women’s aid, mental health teams, and other charities must work together as a team to maintain community cohesion in the communities that they serve. By the police and these partner agencies working together to hold together communities, then community cohesion is apparent which should result in a happier and healthier place for all to live. (Library College.police.uk n.d)
	A community is less likely to feel coherent to some of the below characteristics;
· Deprivation
· High crime areas,
· High amount of anti-social behaviour 
· Housing issues
· Migrants
· People’s perception of the area
· Lack of facilities
All these characteristics can cause the community to feel less coherent and therefore, more unwilling to engage with police or feel seen or heard be police. This is another indication as to why community engagement by police is vital to help develop community cohesion. If members of the community can see that the police are trying to engage and make a difference, then this is likely to cause those members of the community to engage back as they will feel that the police want to help. (Library College.police.uk n.d)
Police must not underestimate the damage of previous poor perceptions on police from previous incidents. Again, this is why community engagement is vital. The impact of poor perceptions on the police due to previous incidents in the past, can be negative on present time and present officers. This is why both police and the communities coming together to work with one another and not against one another is crucial. Positive perception and the thought of the police being fair is likely to break that negativity between police and the public and help build community cohesion. (College of Policing, 2013)
To conclude, on researching neighbourhood policing, police engaging with the community and community cohesion, it is apparent that policing the community is essential if community cohesion and a bond or relationship between police and the community is required. 
Policing communities allows officers to have a better understanding of the community that they work in, which will help result in community cohesion, positive community perception of the police, a potential reduction of anti-social behaviour and a more positive and rewarding place of work for the officers involved. Policing communities, engaging with communities, and showing a police presence is the only way community cohesion can be maintained. If members of the community see a frequent presence of officers, and have positive, friendly, and helpful interactions with them then it is only natural for those members of the public to feel coherent, safe, and listened to. 
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