	ASSIGNMENT GUIDANCE - ECEY6010



Part 1 Guidance
Critically analyze the challenges of implementing play-based curricula – 
n.b for this assignment you can either;
Choose ONE appropriate early years curriculum and explore this in depth
OR 
Choose TWO appropriate early years curricula and explore those in depth and include elements of compare and contrast. 
You can choose whether to explore the curriculum/curricula in general OR focus on a specific area/element of interest, examples below.
Additional Learning Needs (ALN) - what does your chosen curriculum/curricula say about ALN, is there enough guidance present, how could practitioners interpret what it says about ALN, is the language the same/ different?)
Professional Learning – What professional development is/was made available on implementation? Is there a focus on ongoing professional development? Does everyone have access to the same professional learning?
Language – is the language prescriptive, aspirational or descriptive? Could the language be interpreted differently? Is everyone represented? Is it accessible? Is there bias present? Is it child-centred? Does it translate to practice?
Belonging – is belonging a theme? If so, how is this demonstrated? Is there a holistic approach to this?
Well-being – Is there an emphasis on well-being? Is it tokenistic or genuine? Whose well-being?
Culture/Inclusivity - Does the curriculum/ curricula allow for cultural diversity? How can this be interpreted? Is there support for practitioners on cultural responsiveness?
Relationships – are relationships important? Is this clear? Examples?
Assessment and Observation – What guidance is there on assessment and observation? Language used? Child-centred? Purposeful? Methods for planning and documenting learning?
Areas of Learning – intention? Balanced? Holistic? Cross cutting themes?
Age range – what age range does the curriculum/ curricula cover? Why? Benefits? Challenges?
Values – Are the intended values explicit? Implicit?
Pedagogy – The way to teach? What that looks like?
Environment – Indoors? Outdoors? Community? Resources?
Child centered approach  - Is this apparent?

Structure
Part 1
Introduction (short)
-What is education/curriculum? Why is it important?
-Brief overview of play-based curriculum as a concept
-Brief outline of what the assignment will cover, signposting and scene setting (for example; In section one, early years curricula will be discussed, in section 2 assessment will be discussed and section 3 will feature a blog on .....................)

Main body
-Overview of first chosen play-based Curriculum – e.g The Curriculum for Wales 
-Overview of second chosen play-based Curriculum- e.g Reggio Emilia
-Compare and contrast- Similarities/Differences e.g pedagogy, use of environment 
-Critical analysis of implementation- strengths/limitations when implementing into practice here in Wales, you may want to consider time, funding, staffing, class sizes etc. Be critical here and show depth.

Conclusion (short)
-Summary of key information
-Link back to question


Part 2
Considering the concept of the ‘Unique Child’, critically evaluate methods of assessment, progress tracking or age and stage related development models within play-based curricula (1500 words).  

Introduction
-What is meant by ‘Unique child’? 
-Brief overview of the term ‘assessment’
-Why is it important to consider the ‘unique child’ in assessment?

Main body
- Explore the concept of the Unique child – link to the Curriculum for Wales and supporting theory
-Overview of first chosen assessment method (From your first chosen play-based curricula)
-Overview of second assessment method (From your second play-based curricula)
-Critical analysis of these assessment methods – you may want to consider ALN, Neurodiversity etc
-Do these styles of assessment support the concept of the ‘Unique child’?

Conclusion
-Summary of key information
-Link back to question

Part 3
Write a blog suitable for a professional publication (for example, Nursery World, Small Talk) linked to considerations needed when implementing a play-based curriculum/curriculum change (1000 words). 

Choose a topic that you are interested in or passionate about, this comes across in your writing. Your topic can be anything that links to curricula for example, play, inclusion, outdoor environments, risk, observation and assessment, Additional learning Needs, well-being, relationships, professional development.  Below are some tips for writing your blog;
1. Know your audience and tailor your tone, content and practical examples to your field. Who is this for? Parents. Children, Peers, Students, Policymakers, academics?
2. Have a clear purpose in mind from the start, what do you want readers to learn? how do you want them to feel? What action do you want them to take? Have this in mind before you start writing.
3. Craft a compelling title, clear, engaging but something that draws people in. Use key words to reflect the topic and spark curiosity.
4. Consider beginning with a question, a fact, an anecdote to get people interested
5. Use short paragraphs, bullet points and subheadings. Aim for clarity, be concise and keep focused.
6. Use a less academic tone but keep it formal and friendly. Avoid jargon, if you must use complex terms, explain them.
7. Use visuals, images, infographics
8. Consider concluding with a call to action to build engagement.
9. Edit and proofread, check for clarity, grammar, flow.
10. Reference throughout, including images. This will not need to be as heavily as in academic pieces of work. 



