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     Social Construction of Childhood

A social construct phenomenon or concept is one that society has developed and created in time. Societies construct things differently depending on the aspects that exist in their communities, like norms, attitudes, and values (Sheet, 2011).  Childhood is regarded to be a social construct as it is explained from a social category that is derived from beliefs, values, and attitudes of a specific society within a particular time (Martin et al, 2010). Therefore this means that the concept of childhood is not just biological. There is an in-depth to it like physical appearance as well as capability. However, some people have gone ahead to argue that childhood is a natural period of existence defined by biology a time that the society cannot construct (Marmot, 2005). To understand the childhood concept, it is vital to explore how various communities have been built. The essay will, therefore, underline the different ways in which societies have constructed the childhood concept in terms of religion, geographical location, and history as well as time. The ideas will be analyzed critically. The discussions will involve a range of factors inclusive of policies and legislations that have managed to influence the real changes in the social construction of this concept. 
The concept of childhood is accepted around the globe as a critical and biological development stage. It is not easy to conceptualize childhood as anything else (Bernoteit, et al., 2017).  However, when viewing the childhood concept across the culture spectrum, centuries, and class, there are a wide array of attitudes and perceptions of childhood. From vulnerable to innocent tiny adults.  (Coelho, Marchante and Sousa, 2016). Take, for instance, in the western culture where childhood is regarded to be a period of vulnerability and innocence (McCrone, Featherstone and Chamberlain, 2009). Here they are provided with everything by parents simply because they are considered to be immature and incapable as well as not independent. This view of childhood is, however, different to nations that are less developed economically where children are viewed to be obedient and responsible little beings as older people identify them to be a vital income source.  For instance, in Bolivia where children from age five contribute to the family in one way or another (McGoldrick, 2014). This kind of adult child integration is different from the western view where kids are entirely removed from adults and their world. This removal was developed in the 19th century, whereby the legislations of factories excluded children out of the work environment.  Much later, a legislations that supports education was enacted, thus separating kids from adults even further (Preston-Shoot and Pratt, 2014). Currently, this separation is observed to be on the rise via restrictions established by age. Furthermore, the increase in compulsory education and services continues to buy into this view, as the introduction of playgroups.
There exist various arguments in childhood history. Most researchers claim that the concept is a recent phenomenon. Therefore, the modern construct is what has given this concept a special place in society today. Indeed according to different historians, the childhood notion is a distinct phase that had not developed until the 16th century. According to Aries (1982), the concept of childhood had not gone via the social construction phase. Aries claims that the idea of this concept is directly related to the awareness of a particular nature of childhood. Therefore, with such a perception, it is easier to distinguish between an adult and a child. Aries has proved that childhood as a social construct is observed in the artwork that existed in medieval times (Sloper, 2004). During those times, childhood did not exist as children were considered to be mini-adults as well as drawn in the same way. In these copious paintings, it is noted how children were not only illustrated but also dressed as mini-adults. Furthermore, Aries states that the concept of childhood came into existence after the industrial revolution with the idea of housewife roles (White, Harland, Kendall and Kinder, 2008). During the industrial revolution, children were regarded to be individuals needy for a specialized kind of care, mother child parenting. Something that Aries calls the Cult of the Child. This view goes further than a representation of art where kids were punished and treated like adults (Springate, Atkinson and Martin, 2008). A significant number of kids were not able to leave beyond the infancy stage, and parents were obligated to give birth many children based on their abilities due to the high mortality rates. Relatively, Shorter (1985) discovered that on most occasions, naming of children did not take place until they leaved past the stage of infancy to reduce and control the emotional attachment after their death. The high rates of death encouraged neglect and indifference. 
Even so, Shorter and Aries's concepts have been criticized due to the overgeneralization of their research. Aries works serve as a significant source in childhood history. According to the Dionysian view, children are regarded to be little devils born with original sins like being inherently naughty, uncivilized, and in socialized humans. Before Dionysian aspects, there existed the Apollonian views that presented children as little angels that are born innocent and free (Lamont et al., 2009). Childhood is considered to be a time of being happy and play as well as enjoy the period of not having to go to work. Aries has mentioned that childhood was a time of innocence as kids were valued and considered as a source of adult enjoyment in particular for women. Pollock (1983) has further argued that childhood did exist, only that it was a different concept from that of today. Aries view is not enough as they are solely limited to the portraits, which provides an unrealistic representation of the society around that time where most people are drawn were the ones from the upper class (Keating, Marshall and Rudd, 2009) Also, the fact that there is a possibility of them not representing the true nature of childhood because they might have been dressed up for a special occasion (Wales, 2003). Shorter findings regarding the death of infants were also criticized as midwives were delegated the duty to baptize sick babies and deliver them from limbo, thus proving that parents cared dearly for their children.
The primary question is whether today, the death of the century of the child is. Postman has argued that the concept of childhood continues to disappear with the growing trends of providing children with similar rights as that of adults. The alterations in paradigm or perceptions shift in regards to children, which James (2009) refers to as the break with tradition that took place in the 1970s and 80s. During this time, there was an increase in the movement’s started regarding a child’s position in society. A good example is the launch of the child’s international year that took place in 1979. This movement made clear the notion regarding the world’s children, child abuse, and the goal towards having happy, innocent, and protect children around the globe (Karpati, Carpenter and Andermann, 1971). The traditional perceptions that existed concerning children started to change as they were problematized in academics.
One James mentions Donaldson (1978) challenged Piaget's famous works on the development of a child. At the same time, various historical works began to recognize children as self-governing and dynamic roles in human evolution. Vygotsky, a Russian psychologist, criticized and questioned the development notion about being natural and universal. Instead, he suggested that the development of a child's social relationships, thinking are dependent on cultural and social contexts (Hetherington et al., 2009). Besides, the contemporary understanding regarding childhood and children emerged with the development of modern education and the nuclear family that assigned children with different roles. The modern childhood concept is due to the project of institutionalization and education that was created by the bourgeois to make sure that every child grows up to be useful and regulated adults. The emphasis was on the implementation and construction of different legislations that ensure children are in school within a specified period to acquire the required skills that they can use in their adult lives to be significant people in the society (Halsey and White, 2008). Teachers have constructed these policies and legislations,' and parents interact with the idea that going to school is a crucial investment for the political future. In all welfare, the governments in the social policies have actively shaped the material and cultural conditions of childhood. However, different systems have produced different strategies. Institutions have established different definitions concerning the needs of children and their development. Governments have analyzed the needs of children as well as evaluate the adequacies of their families and measure their progress in terms of the institutions that have since been developed. The institutional framework furthermore has conditioned how children in the society experience various social classes, family, and race as well as the strategies that families with different material resources develop to meet the needs of their children (Davis and Meltzer, 2007). These institutions have brought a different definition of what it takes to be a child as the average childhood experience is through regulating things like care for children, their behaviors, and education. For every age bracket, some laws and regulations are set to control and guide their childhood. For instance, the ones that assign caregivers the responsibility to limit parent's power set minimum age requirements for work and define school ages.
After the period of industrialization, children are to go to school so they can be financially Indi pended o their folks, and the period of dependency is essential in shaping the childhood concept in most contemporary societies (Burton, 1989). The distinction between adults and childhood has now been established by one’s ability to write and read.  Besides, this gap continues to increase via the many learned and literate individuals as well as the introduction and development of the internet. Currently, there is an issue in the authority of adults. In most cases, parent are found giving in to their children both financially and emotionally, thus making the existing difference between adult and childhood to lessen. Despite the consideration of different factors, childhood continues to be regarded as a protected time of innocence (Burchill and Dunhill, 2014). Something that exists in the western ideology. The childhood concept is not fading away. Instead, it is altering in values and ways. The evidence that this concept has gone through many changes ever since the Middle Ages and continues to evolve is enough proof that it is a form of social construction.
To end, class and the demographic research has proven that this concept is not just a valid biological one but more of social construction. This is mainly because the concept has been observed to change with time. In today’s culture, childhood is constructed through the consensus of adopting a reality. The issue comes in non-whether or not childhood should continue to be regarded as a point of vulnerability while it is not relevant. Or instead, adopt similar perceptions to different cultures that allow children their own independence and maturity. The society is most likely to change because of such. This is because compulsory education would not be necessary if children are allowed to be mature and independent as they would have the power to make decisions of their future. The starting age for work would automatically be lower. Even though this notion appears to be more logic, the society’s today depend on the child adult separation to function well.  The economy is solely dependent on childhood services and products as well as educated individuals. The need for the current view on the concept of childhood is enough evidence that it is a social construction. 
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