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AIMS OF THE MODULE: 
The purpose of this module is to prepare you for the undergraduate dissertation you will have to complete in the 3rd year. 
The module is focused around the topic of ‘sustainability’ using various examples from the Chinese context where issues of 'sustainability' and exploitation of both the environment and of human society, including sustainability of human physical and spiritual health. 
We will discuss different research methods tools by exploring examples from China's past and present, in order to equip students with the relevant competencies and confidence to undertake independent study and research at level 6. 
LEARNING OUTCOMES:
By the end of this module students should be able to:  
· Demonstrate an understanding of various techniques for acquiring, handling, organising, interpreting and communicating different types of materials and information;
· Demonstrate an understanding of various concepts, methodologies and approaches necessary for undertaking scholarship and research in their chosen subject area; 
· Demonstrate an ability to critically evaluate different types of information, methodologies and theoretical approaches to produce coherent and logical observations and conclusions;
· Demonstrate an ability to critically reflect upon how broadly defined issues of sustainability might relate to their chosen subject area; 
· Demonstrate an ability to define a research question and to plan and design a research project.

The Module will be taught in Term1:  

TEN-THREE HOUR lectures & seminars in total will be delivered from this module; 
Location and Time for Lectures: 
Monday: From 4.00 to 5:45Pm at Arts 07  
Thursday: From4.00 to 5:00pm at Arts 7
COURSE SYLABBUS:

Week 1: Referencing: Why and How?

Reading list: 
BRITISH STANDARDS INSTITUTE. (2010). Information and documentation -Guidelines for bibliographic references and citations to information resources. Switzerland: ISO Copyright Office.

NEVILLE, C. (2010) The Complete Guide to Referencing and Avoiding Plagiarism. 2nd Ed. Maidenhead: Open University Press. 

BOXER, BARUCH. "China's Three Gorges Dam: Questions and Prospects." The China Quarterly No. 113 (Mar., 1988), pp. 94-108.
STAFFORDSHIRE UNIVERSITY. Harvard Reference Guide. PDF file. 

Week 2: Resource Finding/  

The Yellow River and Environmental History/Finding, reading and analysing historical sources
Reading list: 
Zhang, Ling. "Changing with the Yellow River: An Environmental History of Hebei, 1048-1128." Harvard Journal of Asiatic Studies 69:1 (2009), 1-36.
Watts, Duncan J.:  Everything is Obvious: How Common Sense Fails Us. New York: Crown, 2011. Read Chapter 2: Thinking about Thinking.
Week 3: Planning your Research: Proposal & Conference Poster
Reading list:

"Everything is Obvious, Once you know the answer" (Duncan Watts) / Using Social Media for Research on Sustainability 
Brian, Research Skills for Students (Routledge, 1996)

S. Cottrell, The Study Skills Handbook (Palgrave, 2008)
Week 4: Preparing Your Research  
1. Identifying a Research Topic

2. Fining Resources for a Literature Review and Reference of the identified Proposal
Reading List: 

Bell, J., Doing your Research Project (Buckingham: Open University Press, 2002). 

S.Cottrell, Critical Thinking Skills (Palgrave, 2008)

Dunleavy, P., University Study Skills (Macmillan,1999); 
Lewis, M.J. & Lloyd-Jones, R., Using Computers in History: A Practical Guide (Routledge, 1996); 
G.Wiska, The Undergraduate Research Handbook (Palgrave, 2009)
Week-5: Writing up the identified Research Proposal 

Week 6: Interview Techniques 
1. Qualitative 
2. Quantitative research  
Reading list:

Seiwert Hubert. ‘The Transformation of Popular religious Movements of the Ming and Qing Dynastyies: A Rational Choice Interpretation’, in The People and the Dao: New Studies in Chinese Religions in Honour of Daniel L Overmyer, Ed. By Philip Clart and Paul Crowe. Sankt Augustin: Monumenta Serica, 2009: pp.39-62.
Wilkinson, Endymion. Chinese History: A Manual. Cambridge/Mass.: Harvard University Press, 2000, pp.483-488(20: primary and Secondary Sources)

Week 7: China and Sustainability: Problems and Opportunities 
Reading list:
Liu, John. D. Earths Hope: Learning how to Communicate the Lessons of the Loess Plateau to Heal the Earth. Environmental Education Media Project. 2007. <http://www.unep.org/pcmu/project_reference/docs/BB_170707Large_scale_ecosystem_restoration_EARTHS_HOPE_Essay_2007.pdf>

Liu, John D. Environmental Education Media Project. The lessons of the Loess Plateau. Beijing, China: Environmental Education Media Project for China], 2008.  
McGill University. "Can organic food feed the world? New study sheds light on debate over organic vs. conventional agriculture." Science Daily. Science Daily, 25 April 2012. <www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2012/04/120425140114.htm> 

United Nations, ‘The future we want’, <http://www.un.org/en/sustainablefuture/sustainability.shtml>

Victor, David. Getting Serious About Climate Change, University of California TV, <https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ERqGMQsihm4 >

Week 8: Confucian View of Sustainability
Sustaining the family, society and state: Confucian Perspective 

Week 9: Daoist View of Sustainability 

Week 10: Buddhist View of Sustainability 
Interfaith Harmony, Harmony of the World 
BIBLIOGRAPHY

More specific bibliographies will be handed out during the Subject/ programme sessions. What follows are texts on general research methods and approaches of relevance across the Faculty of Humanities.

Essential

A.Brian, Research Skills for Students (Routledge, 1996)

S. Cottrell, The Study Skills Handbook (Palgrave, 2008)
Recommended

Bell, J., Doing your Research Project (Buckingham: Open University Press, 2002). 

S.Cottrell, Critical Thinking Skills (Palgrave, 2008)

Dunleavy, P., University Study Skills (Macmillan,1999); 
Lewis, M.J. & Lloyd-Jones, R., Using Computers in History: A Practical Guide (Routledge, 1996); 
G.Wiska, The Undergraduate Research Handbook (Palgrave, 2009)
Lao Tzu (Lao Zi): Tao Te Ching (Dao De Jing)

ASSESSMENTS
1. A 1000 word Conference Proposal (20%)  

2. A 4000 word Essay (80%)
Assessment deadlines
13th November 2017: 
A 1000 word Conference Proposal (20%)  
  
10th January 2017: 
A 4000 word assignment (80%)
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