








                                                     Name: Mehnaz Akhtar
                                                    Student Id: 1813781
                                                    Module Name: Children, Young People and Families
                                                    Module Code: BMHP5004
                                                    Lecturer: Dr Mark Gallegher-Read
                                                    Assignment Title: Essay



















Summary
Many children childhoods have been destroyed by child labour. This form of abuse is still happening around the world. Many children have lost the opportunity to education because they must support their homes. But as we see this as a major problem, some children and families have only seen this all their lives, so for them this is normal. This cycle must be broken to keep children safe and enjoy their childhood through education and play to reach their potential.




















This essay will discuss what childhood is and how it is socially constructed in society. Looking at one form of child abuse which is child labor. How child labor was in the 1800 till present. What legislation and policies that are in place to eliminate child labor and what organisations are doing to support the children around the world. Finally, what changes and improvement can be made today to keep children safe and change the future for the next generations to come.

Life begins with childhood, but how does society define childhood?  Socially constructed is the idea which is created by the way society understands and accepts an idea.  (Webster, 2020). According to Collins (2020) dictionary, childhood is a period from birth to puberty. On the other hand, IPPF (pp. 2, 2012) defines childhood as a vulnerable stage where a child lacks emotional, physical and are socially dependent on an adult and the age from childhood to adulthood is from 0-18 years. Collins refers to it as how a child develops and IPPF says childhood is between birth to 18 years. Childhood is not just the period between birth to adulthood but is the stages where a child is safe at home and in the community, where its needs are met, it’s the quality of life a child gets for them to develop to adulthood (UNICEF, 2005). Childhood is socially constructed by society by the different life stages which have been influenced by historical and cross-culturally events (Oxford Bibliographers, 2018). 
Children have been exposed to many situations which have been seen in history and still are happening. These events have changed society over time, one aspect is child abuse. Child abuse is a form of neglect, physical abuse, emotional abuse, sexual abuse, and domestic abuse. This can be short term and long term which can seriously affect a child's physical, emotional and mental health (Citizen advice, 2020). One form of child abuse is Child labour. Child labour is a worldwide issue, where a child is put in a dangerous work area which affects a child emotionally, physically, socially and puts their life at risk, it stops them from achieving their full potential (Theirworld, 2020). Child labour stopped children from going to school and enjoying their childhood and developing in a safe and loved environment. Children going to work at such tender age could be for many reasons and one reason is poverty. Children were abused and were taken advantage because they came from poor families. According to Naeem, Shaukat and Ahmed (2011), child labour is described as the most horrible form of exploitation and child abuse of children and the main reason for this is poverty, parents have no choice but to send their young children to work so they can support the house.
During the 1800’s in the Victorian times when industrial revolution was on a high, children were forced to go out and work. Majority of the children came from poor families. The pressure of poverty made young vulnerable children who didn’t know what was right and wrong for them to work in poor conditions. During the Victorian times there was no Child Protective Services like today (Victorian Children, 2013). Children worked in coal mines which played a large part in Victorian child labour. Companies wanted children to work for them this because they were small, so they could fit in small places and move around easily and the most beneficial part was, they were paid very little. But the coal mines effected the children eyesight's as the mines were dark and it put strain on children's eyes. Other problems children were seen with was respiratory problems because of the poor ventilation in the mine, children had permanent spinal deformation because they walked bent for hours, working 12-18 hours per day (Victorian Child, 2013).  Other jobs were chimney sweep, factory worker, textile mills, prostitution and domestic service were just a few. They saw children as effective cheap labours who were paid less and if they were lacking in work, they would be punished severely. Children’s lives had no value in the eyes of these companies, they were mistreated and punished and just used to make money if the children died it did not matter (Griffin, 2014).
During the Victorian times many legislations came into place because of child labour. One of the first Acts that came in place was the Cotton Factory Act 1819. This Act came into place for the safety of young children. The Act banned children under the age of nine to work. It also limited the hours that children could work, which was 12 hours per day. In 1833 Factory Act was put in place to protect children. Factory Act banned children under the age of 9 to be employed and children between the age of 9-13 years to work maximum of 9 hours per day and 13-18 years old to work maximum 12 hours per day. The Act also instructed the government to appoint inspectors to enforce the law and that all children should attend education for 2 hours per day. This was Act was promising to protect the young children. The Factory Act made further changes during 1844, 1864, and 1867 which extended that all workplace which have more than 50 workers to follow the new legislation, which was 9-13-year olds to work maximum 6 hours per day and to educate 3 hours per day (National Achieve, 2020).
Another key Act that made a change for the positive for the future of children in the Victorian time was the Mine Act 1842. Mine Act 1842 changed the minimum age for a child to work to 10 years old. No child under the age of 10 could work. Further Mine Act was changed in 1870,1872, and 1881 with giving the home secretary permission to investigate and hold enquiries into any accident or death in the Mines. However, the Act was changing as concerns were growing of how the mines were working. Further intervention and regulation were required (UK Parliament, 2020) To enforce this Act and to make sure all children were safe, and all companies followed the Act. A law that that was introduced in 1837 Registration Act supported this Act. Registration Act 1837 was that every birth, marriage and death was recorded, this was so factories cannot employ a child underage (Griffin, 2014). The main aim of these Acts was so children can continue to work and support their family but also to keep children safe from abuse.
The U.S also realised it had child labour problem. According to Vox (2019),1 in 5 children under the age of 18 were working. During 1870-1930 a U.S photograph Lewis Wickes Hine photographed children working in factories, coal mines, tobacco pickers and other poor working places. These images were published in newspapers and magazines where people saw children of all ages as young as 4 working in unsafe and poor conditions. These photos made the US to act which forced bills to be passed on child labour. The US enforced law of that no child under the age of 18 can work and authorised that all children to be sent to school to educate. These images by Lewis ended child labour in the US (Vox 2019). The Fair Labor Standards (FLSA) Act 1938 which did not allow any child under the age of 18 to work in factories and mines, some work was exempt from the Act which were newspaper boy, delivery and theatrical work (Every CRSReport.com, 2013). The aim of the FLSA Act was to banned child labour with exceptions which take in account that children’s health and wellbeing. It also put children back into school and make more work opportunities for the unemployed adults (Ruby and Eisenburg, 2013). This Act made millions of Americans employed and protected the children from further abuse and opened the doors to education.

Child labour was a problem in developed countries during the industrial revolution, but the government stepped in and set guidelines but developing countries were on a high and the main reason was poverty which reduced the opportunities for education. This cycle of poverty can only finish when education becomes compulsory and job opportunities increase. The International labor organisation (ILO) measures 250 million children in developing countries are in child labour, which approximate 8 million alone in Pakistan and 72.1 million in Africa (Naeem, Shaukat and Ahmed, 2011). Africa has a very long history with child labour even before the 19th century. Children worked in agriculture, domestic work, drug trafficking, sold for slavery, sexual exploitation and as child soldiers. They were hired because of the low wages. When the Europeans settled in the late 19th century, their only aim was too maximum profit through African mineral and agriculture, they did this by using cheap labour which was provided by children (Bass,2004). During the 1920’s concerns were raised for child safety around the world. In 1924 for League of Nations Geneve Declaration of the rights of children was adopted. The aim was children rights and responsibilities of adults towards children. It was extended in 1959 by the United States who passed the Declaration of the Rights of Children, which specified that all children are entitled to protection from violence, exploitation and underage labor (Streit, 2020). But still the children are used as cheap child labours because of poverty. The civil wars and ethnic tensions that have provided opportunities for extreme child labour e.g., child soldiers, drug trafficking and sex slaves. This abuse continues as much as the government is trying to overcome child labor its actions and efforts are not showing positive result because of the damage. (ILO, 2020) Pakistan has rectified with many International laws in 2019 including ILO Convention 138 for minimum age and ILO convention 182 for worst form of child labour and Africa rectified to the legislations in 2000. But there are still gaps in the government for child labour to continue (U.S Department of Labor, 2019). 
To abolish child labour completely in the world many organisations and international laws have come in place. Working together with all the countries to find a way out. Many developed countries have acted and moved away from child labour. ILO is an international organisation which came in place in 1919. Its aim is to improve safety and health conditions in all workplace for all women, men and children, endorse rights at work, sufficient employment opportunities and strengthen relationship in workplace.  It also aims to fight against child labor (ILO 2020-b). The ILO have bought in two legislations for child labour first minimum age Convention 138 (1973), which states under 15-year olds cannot work and under 18 years cannot take on any form of hazardous work. The second legislation was Convention 182 for worst form of labour (1999). Worst form of labour is slavery, child trafficking, child prostitution and forced labour (ILO, 2020-b). 187 countries have rectified to the legislations. 
Further to reduce child labor ILO introduced an International Programme on the Elimination of child labor (IPEC) in 1992. IPEC is working with international stakeholders to fight against child labor. IPEC works with many organisations which are community based, religious groups, private businesses and children and families. The aim is to bring children back to school and away from child labor. This is giving the children opportunity to educate and protect their wellbeing (Radfer et al. 2018). But many argue that this will further damage families and increase poverty. Families will suffer as children play a key part in keeping the family out of poverty. For families to stay out of poverty the IPEC says children can continue to work if it doesn’t affect their education, wellbeing and are safe. A child can work 2 hours per day on a school day which is lightwork and which doesn’t affect their health in anyway. Children who work for few hours a week provide support for their family and learn new skills which will help them in their adulthood (Radfer et al. 2018).
UNICEF are also working closely in communities to eliminate child labor. UNICEF’s aim is to protect children and families especially in the developing countries. UNICEF (2020) says social services play a vital role in preventing child labor. This is achieved by working together and reaching out. This is possible by social protection services and early intervention. According to UNICEF, this can only happen by building and strengthening parents and community education. Using new initiatives to tackle harmful social constructions that put children in harm. 
Many charities and organisations are working internationally to abolish child labor. One organisation is World Vision. According to World Vison 1.7 million children are abused yearly. World Vision’s aim is to empower children by giving the life skills so they can notice abuse. They are also strengthening families so they can support their children's learning and get better jobs with better wages. They are working with communities' leaders to voice out for child protection and hold authorities to enforce the law. World vision in 2016 and 2017 contributed to 157 changes to policies (World Vision, 2020).
For child labor to be eliminated some changes and improvements need to be made to polices and legislations. ILO need to give a clear description of what ‘Light work’ and ‘Hazardous work’ means. According to Science Engineering Medicine (2020, p.169-170), light weight can vary depending on a child's age and level of development. Some ‘light weight’ can cause damage to some children. ILO needs to set a clear minimum age can as ILO have left age for each country to establish their own. The decision of age can differ between a developing country who needs children to work compared to a developed country. When setting minimum age to work schooling should be taken in consideration as work can affect a child's school e.g., exams (Science Engineering Medicine, 2020, p.169-170). Organisations need to work with communities to control birth rate. According to Ponczek and Souza (2007), family sizes can affect the quality of life each child receives and the time a parent can give. Smaller the family the better living conditions can be provided. Training for adults will help adults to gain new skills and to take on better paid jobs. Adults need training to widen their job opportunities. Government need to close the gap of child labor by providing free education for the next generation (Science Engineering Medicine, 2020). This will take major stress off the parents. This can break the chain of poverty from continuing. Also, to set vocational courses for older children to gain skills for adult life (ILO, 2016). Businesses have a responsibility to keep children safe. When working with international businesses for supplies and trade they should do a work assessment check for child labor and assessing working conditions for all workers (ILO, 2016).
Children around the world have and still are being abused through child labor. Chid labor still exists and is affecting children’s health and well being. History has shown how children were abused because of their underage and taken advantage because of low wages and how easily they can be manoeuvred around by employees. Children were put in harmful and life-threatening workplaces without the care to how it might affect them. As a result, and concern raised by some people and authorities that child labor was recognised as child abuse. The concerns of work condition were recognised. Policies and legislations were introduced to the world were majority of the countries rectified to. But till today child labor is continuing in many countries and mostly happening in developing countries. This vicious circle of poverty is the main reason for child labor to continue. As children they worked as child labours and didn’t attend school, so the result affected in adulthood as lack of education meant again working for low wages. Parents are sending their young children to work to support the family because they are earning so little for them to send their children to school. This cycle is still on-going Children need to grow up being loved, cared and developed with the support of parents and communities they live in. This can only happen when the community can provide such organisations and services that support them. Education and life skills are key to see change in the future. It will take many careful constructions of legislation and policies to change and intervene to eliminate child labor in the world.
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