 Based on evidence from current research and policy as well as on data gathered from a group questionnaire, critically discuss an inclusive approach to supporting the needs of a particular group of pupils.  Focus on one specific learning difficulty, disability or additional need for your discussion. Use ICT skills developed within the module to present your findings.
Supporting children with additional learning needs is an area that is constantly changing, and it is a challenge that every practitioner will face during their teaching career. In Wales organisations such as ERW have the goal to “deliver a fair and fully inclusive educational system” in which practitioners have the skills to be able to adapt learning so that children with additional learning needs can reach their full potentials. One in 5 learners in schools have an additional learning needs (national assembly for Wales 2015). However, the training for practitioners for children with additional learning needs is not at the standard that it needs to be at to ensure that all learners with additional learning needs can reach their full potential. This is seen as an issue by the Welsh government and action is being put in place as there is a new code of practice that has been drafted, to make the curriculum more accessible and more inclusive for children with additional learning needs. 
Dyslexia is categorised as a specific learning need not an additional learning need as it causes issues with abilities use d for learning such as reading and writing. Dyslexia also effects pupils emotionally, behaviourally, and socially. It also effects organisation, memory, and processing skills. Dyslexia is completely different for every single individual. It is one of the most common learning needs for children in mainstream schools. One in 10 children are diagnosed with dyslexia which proves that it is a learning need in which many children need support to be able to reach their full potential. Many children are not diagnosed with dyslexia until they reach comprehensive school, which then gives them less opportunity than the other children, as they weren’t given the resources and support needed to help them gain as much base knowledge as possible which they will then need to expand on in comprehensive schools, so they are already set back compared to other children. This is a big issue with children with dyslexia as something as mall as different coloured paper can completely change a child’s learning experience, which ty are perhaps not getting because of lack of funding in the area of dyslexia, which means not as many children get the screening tests.
In regards to this assignment we created and sent out a questionnaire to a variety of schools in the local area. First I had to complete initial research on dyslexia, while other members of the group looked at other additional learning needs such as ADHD, Autism and Looked after children. This initial research allowed me to look at how pupils are supported with dyslexia, and how dyslexia effects different pupils. From this as a group we decided to look at dyslexia as a topic and all looked at specific ways in which it effected pupils and how practitioners supported pupils. Based on this research we then created a questionnaire following the general data protection regulation, to make sure that what we were sending out was safe and ethical. 

Figure 1
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In Wales there is no set age for when children are screened to check whether or not a child has dyslexia. In many schools children with dyslexia are sometimes categorised as lower ability and many children aren’t fully diagnosed until they leave primary school. (figure 1) In looking at the responses from the first question shows that there is no set system for when children are screened or if they are screened. There is also a gap between schools in regards to what signs that practitioners look for before being allowed to conduct different screening tests for children. In the next question we asked, what characteristics does a child display to initiate dyslexia screening. The responses we got from this varied as some schools looked at short-term memory, organisation and reading and writing. Whereas other schools only look at the reading and writing signs that a child has dyslexia. From this there is a wide range of variation between schools as to when to intervene, as some schools initiate screening for all pupils. Respondent 9, that every child had to undertake a dyslexia early screening test, (DEST). This is a dyslexia test for children between the ages of 4-6, which tests the attainment and ability that help evaluate a variety of skills and strengths and weaknesses that the learners may have. To create a more inclusive learning environment for children with additional learning needs this approach would be beneficial as children can me diagnosed from an earlier age which then gives them a better chance at moving forward at a rate of other learners their age.
A multi-sensory approach can be very beneficial in supporting children with dyslexia, as children with dyslexia find it difficult to retain their short-term memory. By using a multi-sensory approach it gives the children a wide range of learning experiences. This links to constructivist theory as many constructivist theorists such as Vygotsky believed that by giving children a range of experiences it allows them to build on previous knowledge in a variety of different ways. Thich then allows children to form many connections to that information and to apply their skills in lots of different ways, which then allows them to retain that information better. This approach can aid children with dyslexia as it allows them to constantly recap on the information that they have previously learned and to link to new learning, which can then allow them to have a higher chance of transferring that knowledge from their short term memory, to long term memory. 
Figure 2
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Regarding the questionnaire, we asked the respondents what methods they found useful in supporting children with dyslexia, regarding tactile methods, auditory methods, visual methods or other. (figure 2) From these results it shows that many of our respondents believe that visual aids are found to help children with dyslexia the most. Many children that have mild dyslexia find it extremely difficult to be able to be able to complete work that is on black and white paper, as it makes it extremely difficult for tracking and for many children it causes the words to jumble up a lot more. (Dyslexic.com) A simple way to support children with dyslexia  is to use coloured overlays as it changes the colour of the background from white to a different colour this helps in supporting a child with dyslexia is it helps them to read the words a lot easier. Simple changes such as coloured overlays using different coloured paper and changing the backgrounds on powerpoint presentations as it is a beneficial aid to help to guide children. In a further question we asked the respondents what specific resources they use to be able to support children with dyslexia that they find the most useful and effective in the classroom. Some of the responses mentions the coloured overlays and different coloured backgrounds. However other responses also included using laptops as the children find it easier to type as the letters are separate. You can also use coloured overlays for laptops which makes it easier for a child with dyslexia. By using laptops it also helps childrens confidence as many children with dyslexia have a knock in confidence due to the struggle with handwriting. Also by using laptops there is also an opportunity for them to use spell check to develop their skills and motivate them as they can also produce an outstanding piece of work without having to worry about the presentation.
To conclude dyslexia effects pupils emotionally, behaviourally, and socially. It also effects organisation, memory, and processing skills. Dyslexia is completely different for every single individual. It is one of the most common learning needs for children in mainstream schools. There are many different ways in which we can support children with dyslexia such as using coloured overlays as it changes the colour of the background from white to a different colour this helps in supporting a child with dyslexia is it helps them to read the words a lot easier. A multi-sensory approach can be very beneficial in supporting children with dyslexia, as children with dyslexia find it difficult to retain their short-term memory. This approach can aid children with dyslexia as it allows them to constantly recap on the information that they have previously learned and to link to new learning, which can then allow them to have a higher chance of transferring that knowledge from their short term memory, to long term memory.
 It is also easy to support children by letting them use laptops at is easier for them to work. To be able to fully support children with dyslexia there needs to be an increase in funding to be able to help support the children and to be able to provide the correct resources for each individual. To create an inclusive learning environment for all.
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