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[bookmark: _Toc24015099]Developing your skills: Vision of success as a student- teacherTalk to peers: Get to know others on my course by using the facilities on site such as the café or library.
Library: research different studies of strategies that have helped improve memory with names, through the use of journals and books.
Enjoy the course
Join societies: The teachers society helps with advice and guidance of the course. Also, it provides an opportunity too connect with others who have the same ambitions as myself. They also create opportunities to seek extra training in specific areas.

Groupwork tasks: Get to know others in my course and discuss issues in education and discover others opinions on the topic.
Fully engage in school placements: experience the range of ages groups and engage with the activities the children are doing.

Online: Watch videos on how other teachers are using different methods in the classroom.

Learn to remember names faster.

Self

Tutor sessions: Discuss problems and worries about the course with each other. 

Create strong bonds with my fellow future teachers.
Promote ideas: Volunteer to contribute to group discussions.

Gain confidence


Available resources to achieve success


Use the library for resources, as well as a quiet and relaxing place to work.
Complete the course

Achieve the highest grade I possibly can.

Email module leads if there is any problem with my assignments.

Use all online resources and information I am provided with.

University
Listen and take notes from the lecturers as they are professionals.

Go above and beyond in all areas of my degree 
Engage with Moodle: Re- read the lecture notes and read extra reading material provided or recommended.


Maintain a positive mental attitude through the course.
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[bookmark: _Toc24015101]What success would look like for me

Success to me means achieving my goal of becoming a primary school teacher; this would not just be a success this would be a reward, a job for life, a way to help children invent their own future. As well as completing the course to the highest possible standard that I can achieve, this will also lead to me finding a job once I graduate and will turn my learning into teaching. Success also involves the experiences that I will have as a trainee teacher and the bonds that I create with other aspiring teachers in training. For me success will be when I walk into the classroom, and know that I can change those children’s lives in a way that will ensure that they will be well educated, and able to achieve their dream job roles, as well as learnt life skills. My success depends on my motivation and determination for teaching and my continuing aspirations to help improve the education that children receive. My own personal success would also include becoming confident in my knowledge of the profession and to have a professional manner at all times. A more skills-based success would be being able to manage difficult situations in a professional manner. As well as this to achieve my success I will need to learn how to take direction from others even when they are not my desired path. I will listen to others opinions and ideas and try to interoperate positive criticism into my work. Overall my success means qualifying at the highest degree I can, gaining a job where I can be a professional individual and to make a difference to education.














[bookmark: _Toc24015102]Portfolio Task 2- Developing Critical Thinking

Critical Thinking Skills by Stella Cottrell presents critical thinking as a barrier affecting thinking abilities through scepticism and construction of an argument. This book also displays how to have critical thinking you must have an unbiased reasoning to achieve this you must include evidence, conclusions and evaluations to be able to support and reason your choice of opinion without our own influences. To develop critical thinking skills underling skills need to be improved. An example of this is knowledge and research that detect poor argument, as well as emotional self-management which shows unexpected outcome opposing opinions presented. As well as developing skills, accuracy also needs to be improved too achieve a high level of critical thinking. With the use of attention to detail and identification trends and patterns, with this self-awareness this improves accurate judgement. Our influences of opinions and judgements effect our critical thinking, as critical thinkers will evaluate their motivation, interests and knowledge. From the examples displayed of strategies for critical thinking identifying the issue and then seeing if it agrees or contradicts your own statement, question my own understanding and the wider context of the issue, and ensure that there is no bias and it is a fair representation. Critical thinking is all about questioning others opinions as well as your own. (Bodner 1988) stated that students know the information but they do not understand it, this shows how critical thinking isn’t being used to question what they know it’s just excepted. Critical thinking involves analysis of others work, but also a consideration that others work is a product of them so constructive criticism is encouraged but general criticism is not using critical thinking skills. When using critical thinking answers are not as simple as black or white, they are more complicated as they are investigated in more depth and the evidence that supports them are also checked for bias and reliability. As a student critical thinking is crucial and includes several main parts. Firstly, identifying the best evidence to apply to the idea, secondly an evaluation of the strengths of the evidence and the idea, thirdly the direction of the conclusion must be specified, as well as these suitable examples must be used to demonstrate how this is the best option for the points made. Although critical thinking is a positive skill there are barriers, these include; mostly all comments mentioned are negative, this is a disadvantage as critical thinking is about what you need to improve but also at the same time what you have achieved well. Another barrier to critical thinking is poor thinking habits, this is where we all think that our own opinion is correct and that our ideas are the only ideas to have. To overcome this barrier, we need to acknowledge that there is more than one way to look at an issue. Overall it is important to remember that you can find an argument effective even if you don’t agree with it.
[bookmark: _Toc24015103]Portfolio Task 3- Developing Critical Writing

According to Donaldson, G. (2017) education in Wales has not been adjusted in over 26 years. This shocking fact proves that education in Wales needs a change, as within this timespan humanity has improved incredibly leaving the education system behind. This is leading to the younger generation not being as highly educated as they possibly could be, as evidences by (Lewis,2015) “Better learning and higher standards”. I think that education in Wales needs a clear outline of How to achieve our one goal, to ensure every child has the ability to strive in life after education. This is presented in all three resources demonstrating the work and ideas of Donaldson, G. (2014) to present the four purposes and the six Areas of Learning and Experience (AoLE). With these working together in unison this will change the way that children learn; education will then be in the hand of the teachers instead of them just recalling the information from a script. From this I think that the teachers will have more control and will be able to adapt the methods to the ways in which the child learns as this way of teaching is adaptive. I also think that education in Wales should not focus so much on cross curricular efforts as if a child does not understand how to complete one subject fully how can they be asked and expected to preform well when mixing two together? According to Donaldson, G. in Successful Futures pp. 39. “The cross -curriculum responsibilities are literacy, numeracy and digital competency” as well as this a-guide-to-curriculum-for-wales-2022, suggests that “relationship and sexuality education as well as religious education will be mandatory”. Through this I think that education does need a cross curriculum but only with main elements that already interoperate into the subject being taught. From all sources it is clear that education is moving away from key stages and now progressing onto a focus on an achievement outcome at specific ages. Hattie, 2015:5 suggests that the way in which the achievement outcomes are written is “Focused in progress”. My opinion is similar to Hattie, but I feel that education needs to be turned from key stages not to have a limitation on the children, but at the same time this is what the achievement outcomes are still going to do. Although this is true, we still need building blocks in education and a goal to strive towards so the achievement outcomes are the best idea to resolve the limitations of the once key stages. I think that education in Wales is not fulfilling the full potential of the children as there is no specific area targeted in a subject that shows a need of improvement, this is how the childs confidence is damaged in a whole subject instead of a specific area. The new structure in 2022 of the four purposes and the six areas of learning and experience will help the child develop their skills and weakness. 
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