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Abstract.
This report is assessing observations and methods that were used during the observations over a period of time. These observations were assessed and evaluated to contrast the child’s outcome on the national curriculum development stage and norms to the development. 
In addition this report has used child theorists to support and conclude these findings. Included in this report is also assessing Child A’s health condition in having a hearing impairment and including any effects this could impact on the child. 

A limited but satisfactory abstract. 






















Introduction

This report is in observation of an 8 year old female situated in a primary school setting situated in a coastal city.
 An Observation is a skill to monitor and study a person, by listening, monitoring actions and using judgement on a person to understand a holistic view of the person. During child observations it is a key way to assess and understand a child's stage of development and monitor their progress to be are aware of a child’s needs to plan teaching to the child’s ability and to adjust for every child’s needs. Observations are also to protect the child and to recognise illnesses, different needs or to comfort the child if something is on their mind of if there is a background issues. This is why it is a good role for teachers to work well amongst parents and finalise a good descriptive background of the child. 
Satisfactory definitions of observations but not supported by references.
Another subheading would have been useful here 
For confidentiality throughout the observations and during this report the 8 year old female will be discussed as Child A. Child A is an only child with little family near as her family are from Libia. Every organisation that holds any data of an adult or child must comply with the data protection act 1998. This could include any personal data if it is collected and stored on paper, by Dictaphone or electronically with any details being family details or health details or any other information. A practical guide to child observations and assessments.               Child A’s family have beliefs and follow Islam a monotheistic Abrahamic religion. She has an interest in animals and has a number of pets. Child A has social hobbies, Brownies and a local drama group. She is 4 feet and 5 ins tall and weighs 4 stone 1 lbs. 	Comment by Karen Hudson: This would be better placed after the first sentence. Is this interpreted in your own words or directly quoted? When referencing use author surname and date not title of source. This needs to match to the reference list. 	Comment by Karen Hudson: And attends a …
Child A is on average weight and height for a child of her age. You can get a fairly accurate estimate of average body height in inches for a child age between two and fourteen years old by multiplying the age of the child by 2.5 and adding 30. (Levine, L.E. and Munsch, J.2016. p253.)	Comment by Karen Hudson: Directly quoted text needs to be in inverted commas not italics . You need to separate your words from the quote. No initials needed in the reference.
Since birth child A has had a health condition resulting in her in having hearing problems in her right ear with 70 percent hearing loss. 
A good overview of the child’s background and some consideration of how confidentiality was maintained and why important. Well done. However, you have not discussed how permission was obtained or why this is important.
Methodology 
The checklist method was used during a thirty minute Physical education lesson to observe gross motor skills, fine manipulative skills and also to observe hand eye co-ordination. At the age of eight and nine children should have increased coordination and body strength and are very competitive during sports, also enjoy competitive games. Child Development an illustrated guide. (Meggitt, C. 2006)	Comment by Karen Hudson [2]: no need for capital letters mid-sentence unless it is a name, Place or title.	Comment by Karen Hudson [2]: 	Comment by Karen Hudson [2]: title not needed	Comment by Karen Hudson: No initial needed and full stop goes after the reference not before.
 The advantage of using a checklist method is it is a quick way of observing and a fast way of gathering information needed. To its advantage most of its target for this observation was obtained also this method could also be repeated over several dates to collect information on development and progress and to repeat what was not observed. To its disadvantage the use of the checklist is that the child may be aware that they are being observed and will not reflect their natural ability. This observation was a success as most of the checklist was observed but to its advantage the method can be used again to observe what was not seen, and progress of different activities can be recorded. Support your comments with references.
The narrative method were used through observation number two and four during language and maths activities to observe cognitive development and to relate these to the developmental norms linking these to the national curriculum these observations were taken over a 33minute and 50 minute activity. The mathematics observation was shown to be enjoyable by child A tapping foot smiling and shaking her head, an enjoyable activity engages the child to develop more of an understanding if they are interested and willing to develop knowledge. The advantage of using this method was a more freely descriptive way to gather all information observed and the aim of the observation was achieved and it was clear of cognitive thinking by Child A using language to other peers and teacher. Reference needed	Comment by Karen Hudson [2]: was	Comment by Karen Hudson [2]: which areas?	Comment by Karen Hudson [2]: start a new sentence here	Comment by Karen Hudson [2]: undertaken	Comment by Karen Hudson [2]: reference
Child A used an expanded amount of cognitive thinking by demonstrating and analysing with another child in discussion to a target set. Piaget believes that children learn through a concrete operation of which show more skills in knowledge and mental studies. Also that children during the concrete operations stage understand how things can relate to one another and can conclude themselves how different things relate. Tassoni, P.2007                       Targets could also be set for Child A and could be set an appraisal of achievements and progress made through language and mathematics. 	Comment by Karen Hudson [2]: You should not be writing about your conclusions from the observations in the methodology section. Is this paragraph in the correct place in your assignment. Please do not begin sentences with Also. it is not made clear here how Piaget's theory applies to the child observed.	Comment by Karen Hudson: Brackets needed and no initial, full stop error
The time sample method was used during a morning session to observe child A’s personal, social and emotional development skills. This observation was not a success due to the disadvantage of only observing the child for an amount of time and not obtaining an expanded overall picture of the child’s personal, social and emotional development. The time sample observation was able to observe social interaction between child A and her mum and other peers socially during free activity time in the school playground. To the advantage this observation observed child A socially interacting with peers. A child who has friends are more likely to discuss with their parent or carers what they like to participate together in with another child rather than discuss the child’s personality or behaviours. A child also has a vast majority of mixed friends from dissimilar groups. Tassoni, P.2016	Comment by Karen Hudson [2]: poor sentence structure	Comment by Karen Hudson [2]: so what point are you making here?	Comment by Karen Hudson: See previous comments and date does not match reference list.
Overall this chapter outlines the methods of observation used and their aims. You have included some evaluation of the strengths and limitations of the methods, but not all comments are supported by references. However, some points lack clarity at times.
Results and discussion.
The Physical education observation was taken place during a timetabled session of learning. It was observed that child A was not seen balancing on one leg this could possibly be in connection with her hearing loss in right ear and could be causing balance problems. Child A obtained outcomes of the curriculum from what was observed during the physical education observation showing a large amount of gross motor skills during a competitive game. She can control her sense of direction using great hand eye coordination when following the ball.  At the academic year of year 4 children are taken swimming as part of their physical education development. Observations during this activity would show more of an understanding if Child A is effected by this with hearing problems and would promote child A to further herself to higher academic achievements of a higher outcome. References needed
 And although hearing loss effects some children it would be possible to further language observations to identify if the 70 per cent hearing loss has resulted in Child A being effected in her academic achievement. There is an early year’s assessment in which children are assessed to their hearing ability. It is sometime difficult to acknowledge a hearing problem in young infants. There is an impact of deafness on language and cognitive development and it can best considered on how it effects parents and other people in the child’s life. Deaf children need to access language to demonstrate how they can understand by considering lip reading. A child with deafness should be assessed on a regular basis.  Tassoni, P. 2007	Comment by Karen Hudson: See previous
It was clear during the mathematics observation that child A was capable of multiplying the three times table was confident by shaking her head while singing and smiling. She was confident to persuading another child to cognitively think mentally before answering the question. To further her knowledge and ability child A will be encouraged to move on to use multiplications of 4,5,10 to achieve the appropriate outcome. References needed
Observation number 4 language activity wasn’t a great success in observing a large amount of language, oracy or literacy skills, this is due to the observation method and timing. To challenge child A the next stage of development would be to begin to craft their writing using the standard forms of English, e.g. nouns, pronouns, adjectives, adverbs, prepositions, connectives and verb tense. (Curriculum for Wales, 2016)	Comment by Karen Hudson: Reference to Welsh Government and differentiation of date needed. See comments in reference list.

Recommendations.	Comment by Karen Hudson [2]: you appear to have combined the information for the results and discussion here as well as your receommendations.
From the observations it is shown child A is on an average outcome for the stage of development for her age. The observations were used with methods that were not as effective as other methods. Child A participates to all learning areas of development and is a confident child willing to learn new areas of development. To promote and extend child A’s development in physical education it would be clear that through an additional observation an adult would demonstrate different aspects of which is wanting to be achieved. It would be achievable to see a lot more progression through using a more appropriate method. As bandura and Vygotsky suggest an adult is the child’s role model playing a central role in the child’s development. By demonstrating this can guide the child into what is expected of them. Child development a practical guide Child A’s mum would be called in to discuss her hearing difficulty and to discuss any further needs that may benefit her, this could include speech and language during school and an additional hearing test being refereed by a GP to make a record of her progression. As suggested it is recommended a child with deafness should regularly be assessed. References needed	Comment by Karen Hudson [2]: according to which sources?	Comment by Karen Hudson [2]: You have already discussed the methods. What point are you making here/	Comment by Karen Hudson [2]: 	Comment by Karen Hudson [2]: in	Comment by Karen Hudson [2]: not very specific. how would you improve the method and what is the potential benefit for the child's development?	Comment by Karen Hudson [2]: capital letter	Comment by Karen Hudson [2]: author name and date not title	Comment by Karen Hudson [2]: new sentence	Comment by Karen Hudson [2]: do you mean support sessions?	Comment by Karen Hudson [2]: why?
To promote and extend child A’s development it would be clear to promote and extend her learning onto the next stage of the National Curriculum through language and mathematics also during challenges set at a higher level to extend her learning by identifying prime numbers as having only two factors, recognising that 1 is not a prime number and extend further observations to monitor progression. Reference to support. What theories would support this? What might be the role of adults in supporting this?	Comment by Karen Hudson [2]: in which subject areas? you could have linked to specific learning outcomes in specific subject areas.
As the UNCRC states every child under the age of 18 have rights these rights are equally important and all connect together. There are 42 articles every child should be aware of. These include the right to have a good quality education and to be encouraged to attend school and to do the best you can (article 28). (UNCRC, 1989)                                           During language observations child A received praise and encouragement which would encourage the child to achieve the best that she can be. 	Comment by Karen Hudson [2]: has	Comment by Karen Hudson: Does not match reference list, reference to UNICEF. Please also see comments in reference list re format.	Comment by Karen Hudson [2]: what was the impact of this on the child? how does this link to UNCRC? What would you receommend for the future? support with references

Throughout the mathematics observation it has been clear to see that child A could be aiming for an outcome 3 as the national curriculum of wales for key stage 2 aspects explains at an outcome 3 a child should mentally recall multiplications of 2,3,4,5 and 10  this observation was only able to observe the three times. To further this further observations could recall further multiplications challenging child A to further in 4, 5 and 10 times tables. As the mathematics observation was a success it would be recommended to use the same method as Child A was able to show encouragement and a high volume of interest in understanding this outcome. References needed	Comment by Karen Hudson [2]: 	Comment by Karen Hudson [2]: delete, not needed	Comment by Karen Hudson [2]: state subject area	Comment by Karen Hudson [2]: capital letter	Comment by Karen Hudson [2]: new sentence	Comment by Karen Hudson [2]: repetition	Comment by Karen Hudson [2]: you have used tis word 4 time in the same sentence!	Comment by Karen Hudson [2]: not really clear what the benefit or potential impact might be	Comment by Karen Hudson [2]: so what are you receommedning will enable the child to achieve all of this?
 As the welsh government states “They use mental recall of the 2, 3, 4, 5 and 10 multiplication tables in solving whole-number problems involving multiplication and division, including those giving rise to remainders.” (Welsh government. 2016, p)	Comment by Karen Hudson [2]: capital letters	Comment by Karen Hudson: Differentiation and page number needed. See previous comments regarding format of direct quotes
To further what I have observed during the mathematics observation there are different activities I can promote and encourage for child A to move on to the next stage on area of development and could encourage child A to use more challenging areas of development. The role of the teacher is important in planning to encourage children to participate in things and how they can improve and set further targets for each individuals learning. References needed	Comment by Karen Hudson [2]: avoid personal pronouns	Comment by Karen Hudson [2]: not specific - I have no idea what you are recommending.	Comment by Karen Hudson [2]: in what ways can teachers and other adutls do this? what is the potential benefit? which theories support this?
The promote and evaluate child A’s social and emotional development it would benefit to participate in smaller group activities to engage her social interaction during friendship activities evaluating with her peers. It would be recommended to question her to ask which friendships she has and why she likes being friends. Social activities may include small group activities or social games that will monitor who she socialises with. This could also be linked between friendships made and interests and it can be questioned if these social groups continue during their respite outside of education. Emotionally children during the school day check in their feelings it can be monitored and questioned on child A’s emotions. And child A seems distressed or worried at any time. (Tassoni, P.2007)	Comment by Karen Hudson [2]: benefit of this?	Comment by Karen Hudson [2]: lacks clarity, poor sentence structure
It would be recommended to extend Child A’s Language development an assessment could firstly take place to evaluate her speech and language it would also be a success to set her challenges to link with her reading, if any words are pronounced wrongly these could be set to encourage  her to break the word down. It can also be monitored in the social group activities how she pronounces and sounds out words and if there is any difficulty. It can be supported that to develop good conversations to learn progress of the language development it would be appropriate to assess their language skills in a quiet area, using an appropriate tone of voice and by demonstrating new words for her to be challenged upon. It would be recommended at Child A’s developmental stage that to further her development child A during a oracy and language activity she should be listened to with discussion in responding to her then extend vocabulary using extended discussion. At this area of development child A needs to achieve great understanding of presentations and show great acknowledgement in listening and to contribute to group discussions. Welsh government.2016  Some relevant recommendations but no consideration of potential benefit. No links to theories or role of adults in supporting this.	Comment by Karen Hudson [2]: new sentence 	Comment by Karen Hudson [2]: specify what	Comment by Karen Hudson [2]: an	Comment by Karen Hudson:  Capital letters, brackets and differentiation needed. See reference list for additional comments.

“To help improve a child’s cognitive development it is important to provide opportunities to improve it. For example, provide opportunities to talk about number and language, and to give encouragement to the child. Toys and games are also important and should be chosen to encourage children to sort, group, remember and recall information. Matching games may also help”.(Hobart, C. And Frankel, J. 2009. P163)	Comment by Karen Hudson: Avoid too many very long quotations. Interpret more in your own words. 	Comment by Karen Hudson: No initials and full stop error
Not clear how this is relevant to child A
You could have ended your assignment b considering the strengths and limitations of using theories and milestones to assess children’s development and plan activities.












References 	Comment by Karen Hudson: Reference list in alphabetical order, well done. Some minor format errors identified, see comments below.
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Assignment feedback - Overall Mark 45

Research informed literature 12/25
Your reference list suggests you have undertaken satisfactory reading from suitable sources, but you have not made use of any journal articles. However, no all the sources listed appear in the assignment. You have made a satisfactory attempt to reference using the Harvard system but there a number of format errors in the assignment and reference list. A number of areas of work in the assignment are not supported by references and you have included some long quotations rather than interpretation in your own words.

Knowledge and understanding 10/20
You define observation but your comments are not supported by references. You provide a good overview of the child’s background with some consideration of how confidentiality was maintained and why this is important. Well done. However, you have not discussed how permission was obtained or why this is important. You describe a range of methods used and their aims.

Analysis 7/20 
The methodology chapter outlines the methods of observation used and their aims. You have included some evaluation of the strengths and limitations of the methods, but not all comments are supported by references. Some points lack clarity at times. You seem to have combined the results/discussion and recommendations chapters. There appears to be some limited evaluation of the child’s development from the observations.

Practical application and deployment 8/20 
You briefly mention some child development theories, but these are not always applied to the child. Some learning outcomes are applied to the child, but are not always supported by reference. A limited consideration is given to the role of the adult. Some limited recommendations appear to be stated, but there is no consideration of their potential benefit for the child.

Skills for professional development 8/15
You have made a satisfactory attempt at a report format and presented your work under mostly relevant headings. However, structure seems a little muddled in places and you seem to have included the results and discussion in the same section as recommendations. There are a number of poorly written sentences and other minor grammatical errors identified in your work. A number of points lack clarity.

Feed forward
You need to continue to broaden your reading to include journal articles. You need to pay closer attention to guidance on referencing and proof read your work to check for inaccuracies prior to submission. Proof reading and attendance at study skills sessions could help to improve sentence construction and avoid minor grammatical errors. You need to include greater evaluation of the development the child and of the strengths and limitations of theories and milestones. More effective application between theory and practice is needed. You need to further develop your recommendations and to consider their potential benefit for the child and for practice.
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