Was Julia’s punishment for adultery by her father Augustus really just an exaggerated version of sending a naughty teenager to her room?

I want to address the punishment handed out by Augustus to his daughter Julia and the role of women as property and the difference in this punishment as a means of addressing the relationship between the father and daughter. 
In order to look at the way the punishment that is handed out to Julia when found guilty of adultery I firstly will need to look at Augustus’s strong representation of family values and morality, that not always was true to his actions. I will consider the relationship between Augustus and Julia before her sentencing and I will look into the sentence itself. As it was the first time, such a sentence was handed out for a crime of adultery. 
It is clear that Julia was always a pawn to her father’s power plays. She was never enabled to be individual and she was never allowed to be free of obligation. She was married off for a third time quickly after the death of her second husband although there was no obligation for this to happen but the need was there for a political aspect from her father. She had he children’s educations determined by her father. Her son’s were removed from her jurisdiction to be carved into mini Augustus’ and to prepare them for rule while the daughters that Julia bore were subjected to the same restricted upbringing that Julia had experienced. 
As a woman in the Roman society Julia’s voice would have been limited and even more so under such a powerful father. It is true as well that Julia would have seen an immense amount of hypocrisy from her father. Whilst he was preaching of family and standing against adultery there was inappropriate behaviour going on at all times. 
There are many anecdotes that show that Julia was acting out as a teenage daughter would. There are tales after her third marriage, before her downfall of her dressing inappropriately and this displeasing her father. It may have been that she saw she was never going to be allowed to live a live of her choosing. Her children were educated in a way her father decided and she was married to whom and whenever Augustus decided. Much like a modern unhappy teenager she was perhaps pushing her boundaries and seeing what she was able to ‘get away’ with. 
The reaction to her crimes is much more in keeping with the idea that Augustus wanted to send his naughty daughter to her room. Banishment had never been handed out as a punishment for adultery before and it is clear that some of the men she had liaisons with were metered out far more brutal punishments. This though supports the image of the modern teen misbehaving and the parent passing more blame on to those whom company that they were keeping than their child. It is true though, that Augustus perhaps did feel some of the blame fell to him. Although, to say or act as such publically would never have happened, as he continued use of Julia as a pawn, as he married her for a third time. The intensity of his opinions that she had faced as his only child and the subsequent disregard for her own maternal feelings would clearly have impacted her decisions of her actions. 
Julia had let her father know that she was unhappy in her marriage and he for his own fears had stopped her from seeking a divorce. He was more concerned with any potential threat to his power above any unhappiness his daughter would face. It is possible to consider that Julia acting adulterously was an act in the same way that teenagers act out in modern society. She possibly thought that any attention would be better than the misery she was living in and forcing her father’s hand to react would at least bring her some sort of progression in her life or she may have though she would have forced his hand to grant her a divorce. She possibly thought that as his daughter and if she harboured some resentment to him for his actions, she may have thought that he would have ignored her and let her get away with it. 
Overall the argument that I would like to explore in this dissertation is that Julia was a woman who was rebelling against the constraints of her time as she felt repeatedly put upon by her father and repeatedly ignored and disrespected. Given her power of the time, her only option was to act as a modern day petulant teenager would and that Augustus reacted as an outraged father would, with a lot of bluster. I would like to explore the repression of Julia and the fact that mentally she may have grown physically as a woman she had never been enabled to mature past a modern day teenage girl would have been. She was never expected to be a mother in the traditional sense to her own children and her father was the only firm and consistent parent in hr life but as such an often absent and widely removed character her boundaries were very different to those of a typical grown woman. She was a woman of a powerful family but taught the pursuits and wifely duties of the plebs which would have made for a very odd contradiction in her mind.  The summary of this exploration is to see if the behaviour of Julia is in reaction to Augustus or is it in fact due to the way that he has taught her to behave? 
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