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	Category 
	0-29% 
	30-39%* 
	40-49% 
	50-59% 
	60-69% 
	70-84% 
	85-100% 

	Engagement with literature 

(including referencing, 
academic conventions and 
academic honesty)  
	Limited evidence of reading and/or there is reliance on inappropriate sources. Limited engagement with information gained through class contact. Very poor use of referencing. 
	Poor engagement with literature and little or no evidence of wider reading. Heavily reliant on information gained through class contact. Inconsistent and weak use of referencing. 
	Evidence of reading, but largely confined to information gained through class contact. Referencing may show inaccuracies and/or inconsistencies. 
	Engagement with an appropriate range of reading beyond information gained through class contact. Referencing may show minor inaccuracies or inconsistencies 
	Engagement with a wide range of relevant reading. Sound application of referencing, with no inaccuracies or inconsistencies. 
	Critical engagement with a wide range of relevant reading. Consistently accurate application of referencing. 
	Exceptional critical engagement with a very wide range of relevant reading. Consistently accurate application of referencing. 

	Knowledge and understanding 

(introductory factual, procedural and theoretical knowledge and understanding of the basic underlying concepts and principles of the subject; some appreciation of the breadth of the field of study and the relevant terminology) 
 
 
	Weak and flawed introductory knowledge and understanding of the basic underlying concepts and principles of the subject(s), for example with significant inaccuracies, the inclusion of a substantial amount of irrelevant material and/or absence of appropriate information / material. 
	Work shows limited but fragmentary understanding of the basic underlying concepts and principles of the subject(s).  There are inaccuracies, the inclusion of irrelevant material and/or absence of appropriate information / material. 
	Factual approach showing understanding of the basic underlying concepts and principles of the subject(s), resulting in students being largely prepared for study at Level 4. Narrow or misguided selection of some material, with elements missing or inaccurate. 
	Good work showing understanding of the basic underlying concepts and principles of the subject(s), resulting in students being prepared for study at Level 4, but lacking depth and breadth. 
	Work of solid quality showing competent and consistent understanding of the basic underlying concepts and principles of the subject(s), resulting in students being well prepared for study at Level 4. 
	High quality work showing detailed understanding of the basic underlying concepts and principles of the subject(s), resulting in students being highly prepared for study at Level 4. 
	Exceptionally high quality work showing very detailed understanding of the basic underlying concepts and principles of the subject(s), resulting in students being most highly prepared for study at Level 4. 

	Cognitive and intellectual skills  

(Introductory evaluation; logic, argument and judgement within limited parameters; organisation of ideas and evidence; manage information and collect data from a range of straightforward sources; awareness of different perspectives or approaches within an area of study.) 
	Very weak interpretation and evaluation of information and ideas, resulting in descriptive work that is often illogical, invalid or irrelevant. No attempt to manage/link information and ideas from straightforward sources. Fails to develop an argument or judgement within limited parameters. Little awareness of the different perspectives or approaches within the subject. 
	Weak and at times flawed interpretation and evaluation of information and ideas. Limited attempt to manage/link information and ideas from very few straightforward sources resulting in descriptive work that develops a weak argument and/or judgement within limited parameters. Shows lack of awareness of the different perspectives or approaches within the subject 
	A limited but adequate interpretation and evaluation of information and ideas. Some attempt to manage/link information and ideas from a few straightforward sources.  Some attempt to develop an argument and judgement within limited parameters but work is largely descriptive with an uncritical acceptance of information/data. Shows emerging awareness of the different perspectives or approaches within the subject.  Illogical arguments and judgements in places and with some inaccuracies.  
	Good interpretation and evaluation of information and ideas. Identifies links in information and ideas from a few straightforward sources to develop a mostly logical argument and judgement within limited parameters, though underdeveloped in places. Shows awareness of the different perspectives or approaches within the subject. Minor inaccuracies 
 
	Very good interpretation and evaluation of information and ideas.  Identifies links in information and ideas from a variety of straightforward sources to develop a mostly coherent and logical argument and judgement within limited parameters. Work shows sound awareness of the different perspectives or approaches within the subject.  
	Excellent interpretation and evaluation of information and ideas. Can identify, link and collate well information and ideas from a variety of straightforward sources.  Capable of developing a very coherent, logical argument and judgement within limited parameters. Work shows strong awareness of the different perspectives or approaches within the subject. 
	Has developed a highly critical and evaluative approach to information and ideas for this level. Able to collate and categorise ideas and information with insight. Capable of developing a most coherent argument and judgement within limited parameters that is exceptional for this level of development. Work shows very strong awareness of the different perspectives or approaches within the subject.   
 

	Practical skills 

(Identify, select and use 
appropriate skills, 
methods and procedures to a well-defined problem and show emerging recognition of the complexity of associated issues; formulation of solutions to solve well-defined problems; use appropriate 
investigation to inform 
actions; review how effectiveness 
of methods and actions). 
	No evidence of ability to relate theory to practice. Tools, methods or techniques misapplied. Very weak skills in solving well-defined problems.  
	Little evidence of ability to relate theory to practice. Tools, methods or techniques mainly misapplied.  Weak skills in solving well-defined problems. 
	Demonstrates a limited understanding of the application of knowledge in practice. Responses may not be fully appropriate and/or meaningful. Uses tools, methods or techniques to a limited extent or with some misapplication. 
Can propose basic solutions to well-defined problems without emergent recognition of the complexity. 
	Reasonable attempt to apply theory in practical contexts. Responses are mostly appropriate and/or meaningful. 
Tools, methods or techniques used appropriately. 
Can propose mostly appropriate basic solutions to well-defined problems with some emergent recognition of the complexity. 
	Is able to apply knowledge of theory to practical contexts and generate a range of responses to given situations. Tools, methods or techniques used very well. 
Can propose appropriate solutions to well-defined problems with emergent recognition of the complexity. 
	Can generate a range of appropriate responses to given problems, some of which may be quite innovative for the level; good links between theory and practice. Excellent application of tools, methods or techniques. Can propose excellent solutions to well-defined problems with emergent recognition of the complexity. 
	Can generate a range of effective responses to given problems, some of which may demonstrate innovation and considerable insight that are unusual at this level; exceptionally good links between theory and practice. Exceptional application of tools, methods or techniques. Can propose exceptional solutions to well-defined problems with emergent recognition of the complexity. 

	Transferable skills for life and professional practice 
(Complete tasks and procedures: individually and/or collaboratively; use appropriate media to communicate; clarity and effectiveness in presentation and organisation.) 
	Work is poorly structured, disorganised, inaccurate, incoherent, incomplete and/or confusingly expressed. Markedly poor use of language and/or medium of communication. Failure to work effectively as part of a group. No/few qualities and transferable skills required for employment are demonstrated. 
	Weak, disjointed structure. Material is incoherent or poorly expressed in places. Serious or extensive spelling and grammatical mistakes, very inappropriate style and/or weak use of the medium. Flawed approach to group work, meeting only partial obligations to others. Demonstrates limited qualities and transferable skills required for employment. 
	Mostly ordered presentation and structure though it may be weak and/or inconsistent in places and lacking in sequential development. Ideas / concepts are adequately expressed but with spelling / grammatical mistake. Mostly suitable use of the communication medium, though with room for improvement.  Can work as part of a group, meeting most obligations to others but perhaps with limited involvement in group activities. Demonstrates a few qualities and transferable skills required for employment. 
	Mostly coherent, and organised work though structure may lack coherence in places and minor mistakes in the work may be evident. Ideas / concepts are clearly expressed using media appropriately. Can work effectively independently and/or as part of a team, with clear contribution to group activities. Demonstrates good qualities and transferable skills required for employment. 
	Structure is coherent, organised and logical showing progression and flow. Ideas / concepts are very clearly expressed using media appropriately. Can work effectively independently and/or as part of a team, with very good contribution to group activities. Demonstrates well the qualities and transferable skills required for employment. 
	Very well-organised work which develops flow and progression in a well-structured manner. Ideas / concepts are fluently expressed, using media very appropriately. Academic style indicates an appropriate level of academic maturity. Can work effectively independently and/or as part of a team, with an excellent contribution to group activities. Demonstrates a broad range of qualities and transferable skills required for employment. 
	Exceptionally well-organised work which develops flow and progression in a well-structured manner. High level of fluency of expression throughout, using media well to enhance the work. Can work effectively independently and/or as part of a team, with an exceptional contribution to group activities. Demonstrates an excellent range of qualities and transferable skills required for employment. 



