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Task 4
Task 4a: Safeguarding children and young people
	In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 

500 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)

Safeguarding is everybody’s responsibility in Wales, according to the Wales Safeguarding Procedures (WSP) 2019 (Welsh Government (WG), 2019). As a social worker in frequent contact with vulnerable people, one must have an informed understanding of current legislation and guidance relevant to all ages. This is a legal and professional obligation, as per the Code of Professional Practice for Social Care Workers (2017) and the National Occupational Standards for Social Work (2011). 

The Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act (SSWBA) 2014 defines children as those under 18, as per the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) 1989. The UNCRC principles are incorporated into this Welsh legislation. 

According to Wales Safeguarding Procedures (WSP) 2019 categories of abuse are: physical, emotional/psychological, sexual, financial, and neglect (WG,2019). Children at risk are those who are at risk of or who are experiencing abuse, neglect, or other forms of harm and who require care or assistance, regardless of whether the local authority is already providing for their needs, according to SSWBA Section 130(4). The Children Acts of 1989 and 2004 were mostly replaced by the SSWBWA. Sections 17 and 47, which deal with protecting and safeguarding children, are still in effect. To implement safeguarding protocols, Part 7 of the SSWBWA established National Independent Safeguarding Boards, which are composed of social workers, police, and health professionals.

When working with children, professionals must work in a child-centred way. Voice and control are key principles of the SSWBA. Parts 3 and 4 demand that children be involved in their assessments and care/support planning, recognising their wishes, feelings and preferred outcomes. In cases where children are unable to participate actively, the professionals must involve an advocate, guardian, or parent to ensure that the child's best interests are met (WG, 2019a; WG, 2019b).

The Rights of Children and Young Persons (Wales) Measure 2011, a landmark piece of rights-based legislation, imposes the ministerial duty to “have due regard” for the UNCRC 1989 “when developing or reviewing legislation and policy” (WG, 2022). This UN Convention states that children have the right to protection from abuse and harm (UN, 1989). This legislation also created the office of the Children’s Commissioner for Wales (CCW), the first UK nation to do so. The Commissioner reviews and advises on all proposed legislation affecting children and young people and advocates for their rights (CCW, 2024). 

The Working Together to Safeguard guidance document (2022), places a duty on practitioners to safeguard children at risk. Professionals must investigate reports of risk or actual harm and, when necessary, implement Section 47 enquiries. This is mandated by the Wales Safeguarding Procedures 2019 (WG, 2019). These describe the assessment and, when necessary, investigation process that follows a referral to social services. Section 47 inquiries have the force of law and must follow a strict timetable. A conference with professionals involved with the family may follow, assessing and determining whether the case meets the criteria for significant harm. 

Legislation and guidance are continuously updated. For example, the Children (Abolition of Defence of Reasonable Punishment) (Wales) Act 2020, known colloquially as ‘the spanking ban’, is a new law where Wales leads the world in safeguarding children.

524 words











Task 4 B

Task 4B Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adult and children’s work

400 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)

There are differences in safeguarding children and adults in Cymru/Wales. This reflection focuses on differences regarding capacity, consent and timescale. 

According to the Mental Capacity Act (MCA) 2005, a child ‘under 16’ is considered to lack the capacity to make decisions and so unable to give consent, for example, to safeguarding interventions. There is a grey area in terms of capacity between the ages of 16 and 18 known as Gillick competence.  A child may be deemed incapable even before the age of 18 if they lack understanding; nonetheless, as recently expressed, the obligation to prove any claims lies with the child as opposed to with themselves (Daly, 2020).

Children are generally considered to be unable to protect themselves or meet their own needs for care and support. If a child is at risk of neglect, social workers must follow Welsh Safeguarding Procedures 2019 without waiting for consent. The duty to protect overrides the right to a private and family life as set out in the Human Rights Act 1998. Children’s social workers must be meticulous in their recording in order to submit the most complete possible case to the courts if, in their professional judgement, children are at risk of or currently experiencing harm (Doel, 2012).

In the case of adults who have mental capacity, they can neglect themselves, submit to abuse from others, refuse to give consent to participate in safeguarding procedures; children cannot. One of the five principles of the MCA is the right to make unwise decisions. In safeguarding adults, this can hinder interventions. Mental capacity assessments are time- and decision-specific: people can have capacity in one area of decision-making but lack it in others. Lacking capacity is assumed to be time-specific unless a permanent cognitive condition is identified. The MCA assumes that adults have capacity. This means that adults found to have capacity in deciding where they live, for example, can refuse to move into a care facility even if their current home presents safeguarding risks. 

As an adult social worker, I often experience tension negotiating between what service users want and what their family members want. I feel helpless when I fail to persuade people at risk to consent to interventions/support or engage in safeguarding procedures.   

Regarding timescales, once children’s services receive a referral and determines it has merit, the child in question must be seen within 48 hours. This duty is set out in the WSP 2019. With adults, local authorities are required by Section 3 of the SSWBWA, 2014 to initiate contact within five working days following a referral. From this we see that children’s social workers face greater time pressures than their colleagues in adult services.
 
445 words. 
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