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Introduction 
This report will outline what is meant by evidence-based policing and how evidence-based policing is used in modern day, in order to reduce and stop crime. This report will outline the main crime prevention theories and examine if they are working in practice, whilst Looking at different crimes such as theft crime. 
Evidence Based Policing 
Evidence Based Policing (EBP) was introduced in 1998 by Lawrence Sherman, who proclaimed the work of police should be based on scientific approaches, using the correct research and evaluation process. Evidence based policing is based on looking at ways to reduce crime and the problems that keep occurring. The process is used to understand and challenge different ways of working, in order to reduce the crime and for police practices to maintain effective (U.S Department of Justice, 2020).
When evidence- based policing is applied, the ATLAS model process is used in order for EBP to work effectively. The ATLAS model involves the process of asking questions, testing, learning and adapting to new ways of thinking and working (College of Policing, 2021). The crime reduction tool kit is one of the main tools used in modern day policing. The crime reduction tool kit is used to outline the main crime prevention theories, which have been produced by reliable evidence and testing.
Crime Reduction Tool Kit 
The crime reduction tool kit was introduced in 2013 by the Cabinet office (College of Policing, 2021). In order for police practices to remain effective, new ways of thinking and working should be explored. The crime reduction toolkit authorizes individuals to access the information of crime in order to recognize and acknowledge the different crime preventions, with the understanding of how effective the crime interventions work and how they work (College of Policing, 2021). 
The crime reduction tool kit is supported by the EMMIE framework, which helps to publish the evidence and findings so individuals can understand the crime interventions clearly. The EMMIE has five elements which are:
· The Effect – This element looks at the impact on crime, from looking at the crime intervention implemented. 
· The Mechanism- This element looks at how the intervention has worked and what measurements and actions were put into place. 
· Moderators- This element looks at where the intervention works. 
· Implementation- This element looks at how the intervention should be implemented, whilst looking at the conditions and effects (College of Policing, 2020). 
· Economic cost- This last element looks at the economic cost of implementing the intervention. 
The crime reduction tool kit helps decision makers and crime reduction practitioners understand crime and the interventions used to reduce crime based on the best available evidence on where interventions work effectively and how they work. Hunter et al (2017, p.4) stated that The Crime Reduction Toolkit outlines evidence based on cost, condition, result, strength, why it works and how it works. 
The level of crime continued to increase from the 4.4 million crimes recorded in 2013/2014 within the UK. Statistics revealed the increase of crime rates recorded in the UK in 2019/2020 to be 6.43 million (Clark, 2021).  Weisburd et al review article (2017) on crime prevention concluded the areas of interventions that continue to provide evidence of practices and programmes to help reduce crime. The areas stated were:
· Community interventions 
· Developmental and Social Prevention 
· Situational Prevention 
· Policing 
· Correctional interventions 
· Drug treatment and interventions 
Crime Prevention Theories 
The crime reduction tool kit demonstrates specific crime prevention theories which have been tested and analysed in order to understand the theories behind crime reduction. Some interventions are found more effective than others. In 2020, the findings from crime recorded by the police and from the telephone-operated crime survey for England and Wales (TCSEW) were published. The findings discovered a 16% increase in drug offences from the result of police targeting crime hotspots (Office for National Statistics, 2021). 
When looking at the prevention of crime, the following interventions were found to work the most effectively: 
Alley Gating 
The implement of Alley gating is shown to be one of the most effective crime prevention theories on the crime reduction tool kit, reducing theft crime. Alley gating is used to stop offenders having access to alleyways, using gates made out of steel or iron which can be accessed by a resident by either using keys or a specific code.
· The impact on alley gating showed to be effective, with studies showing an overall decrease on burglary 
· The Mechanism- There are many mechanisms to alley gating. Alley gating works and helps by clearly displaying that alleys are prohibited, which excludes the excuse of burglars stating they were unaware it was prohibited access and residents having the responsibility for making sure the gates are closed to reduce crime. 
· Moderators- The effectiveness of alley gating depends on the environment and the type of crime. In order for alley gating to be effective, it needs to be cautiously designed and implemented for the motive of crime reduction. 
· Implementation- In order for alley gates to be implemented the scheme needs to be reviewed and sanctioned by the residents, along with taking responsibility to hold a key and to make sure the gates are locked after use. 
· Cost- Implementing one alley gate can could up to £728 depending on the area and the requirement of the gate.
(College of Policing, 2021). 
CCTV 
CCTV is proven to be an effective intervention in reducing crime on the crime prevention toolkit. IFSEC Global (2020) stated that there is approximately 5.2 million CCTV camera operated in the UK.  The rights of CCTV fall under the Data Protection Act 1998 where it underlines how the data and information is upheld, whilst complying to Article 8 of the Human Rights Act, in considering the persons privacy (UK Parliament, 2002).
CCTV cameras are a prime source of evidence used to identify the offender and the crime committed. The crime reduction toolkit indicates that CCTV cameras are an effective intervention in reducing and stopping crime in areas where CCTV cameras are implemented. 
· The impact on the implementation of CCTV cameras showed to be effective, with studies showing a decrease in property and vehicle crime. 
· The Mechanism- CCTV cameras decrease criminal activity in the area implemented due to the criminal realising the risk of being captured and arrested. 
· Moderators-CCTV cameras were stated to be most effectual in car park environments, showing the prevention of 15 crimes, gathered by 6 studies. 
· Implementation- CCTV is stated to be more effective when co-operated with other interventions like lighting. Based on review 2 supplied by College of poling, the most effective results came from CCTV cameras and lighting. 
· Cost- The British government produced a total of £170 million between the years of 1999 and 2001 for the implementation of CCTV schemes in hot-spot crime areas, residential areas, car parks, and city centres.
(College of policing, 2021). 
On April 4th, 2021, Metropolitan published a news report on the Harrow stabbing. They distributed an image caught on CCTV of a man they were trying to trace in connection to the offence (Metropolitan Police, 2021) This is a prime example of the effectiveness of CCTV in identifying criminals in order to prosecute, reduce and stop crime. 



Hot Spots Policing 
The Hot spot policing intervention focuses on specific places where crime is recorded high. Weisburd et al (2014) stated that the target and concentration on small areas with high crime rates helps police to maintain effective in reducing and stopping crime. 
· The impact of hot-spot policing revealed to be one of the main effective interventions implemented to reduce and stop crime. The evidence from the 19 studies provided by college of policing proposes that hot-spot policing reduced the crime rates. Hot-spot policing was shown to be most effective for drug related crime and violent crime and disorder. 
· The mechanism- It is thought that where resources and activities are concentrated on areas with high crime levels, crime rates are reduced. The thought process behind this is where offenders are provided minimal opportunity to interact, this minimises the likelihood of situations occurring where criminal opportunities are present.
· Moderators- Hot spot policing showed to work less effectively in property crime and more effective in crime related to drug offences and violent crime and disorder. 
· Implementation- The implementation of Hot-spot policing was found to be less effective, where implemented for a short period of time. These results were based on three studies where there were a short number of officers to carry out the intervention. 
· Cost- There is no current cost of hot-spot policing which has been recorded and provided within the review
(College of Policing, 2021). 
Problem-Orientated Policing 
Problem-Orientated Policing (POP) can be defined as an approach in lieu of an intervention. It focuses on a specified issue, examining and comprehending the problem whilst looking at the progress and the effects of the response. The approach is used to improve interventions by using the SARA model. The SARA model helps acknowledge the problem whilst identifying the foundation.  There are four stages to the SARA model which are: 
1. Scanning- This is where the problem and crime would be recognised 
2. Analysis- This is where data, statistics, intelligence would be formed to understand and question the causes of the issue. 
3. Response- This is where different schemes and tasks would be implemented to resolve the causes of the issue. 
4. Assessment- The results would then get analysed to identify if the final outcome was satisfactory in meeting the desired response and effect. 






· Effect- Implementing Problem-orientated policing has overall reduced crime, showing the statistics of 33.8% reduction. 
· Mechanism-The approach remains effective due to the process of the SARA model, by looking at interventions in depth by testing and developing the causes outlined. 
· Moderators- The approach was found to work most effective when combined with hot-spots policing intervention. 
· Implementation- There was some difficulty in implementing the intervention. These problems were highlighted by insignificant recourses for both police officers and partners. In situations where the scale of problems was underestimated, issues arose when enforcing the approach. 
· Cost- There was no financial incentive analysis when being considered at review level, however, once the approach was implemented significant cost savings were made in conjunction of reduction in arrests. For example, a total saving of £82,000 was made by the Lancashire Constabulary in relation to the reduction in arrests.

(College of Policing, 2021).
Theft Crime 
Theft is defined under the Theft Act 1968 where it states a person is guilty of theft if they dishonestly extract property not belonging to them with the intent of perennially depriving it from the rightful owner (Theft Act 1968). 
Section 22 of the Theft Act 1968 outlines the fundamental asset to theft, which is handling stolen goods (CPS, 2019).  Section 22 states a person is found guilty if they handle stolen goods intentionally or believe the goods to be stolen (Theft Act 1968).  The Theft Act 1968 covers a range of theft types such as: 
· Car Theft 
· Robbery
· Embezzlement 
· Fraud 
· Shoplifting 
 (The Law Office of Elliot Kanter, 2021).
The number of Theft Crimes have slowly decreased since 2002. In 2002-2003 statistics showed a total of 3.7 million offences in theft. During 2019-2020 there was a total of 2.07 million, which reveals a decrease of 1.63 million offences in theft (Clark, 2020). The evidence and statistics published demonstrate how modern-day policing, using interventions and crime prevention theories have helped to maintain effectiveness in reducing and stopping crime. 



The Crime Reduction Toolkit states the interventions and effectiveness in reducing theft crime. These interventions are: 
· CCTV
· Hot Spots Policing 
· Problem Orientated Policing 
· Street lighting 
These interventions are the theories behind reducing theft crime, demonstrating modern day policing methods such as ATLAS showing new ways of thinking and working, in order for police to maintain effectiveness in reducing and stopping crime.
Conclusion 
In conclusion, it is clear that Evidence-based policing (EBP) maintains effective with the evidence and statistics gathered from studies in relation to the crime prevention theories. The crime prevention theories work effectively by looking at the impact, mechanism, moderators, implementation and the economic cost. 
Crime prevention theories conduct relevant, reliable information with the dependable evidence in order to consider what interventions work to reduce crime. There are interventions for a vary of crimes such as Theft, Burglary, Child abuse, Driving offences, Vehicle Crime, Violence, ASB and robbery. The report published by the Metropolitan Police, using footage from CCTV on the Harrow stabbing demonstrates the significance of interventions, along with the difference it can make in order to reduce and stop crime. 
Some crime prevention theories are more effective than others. The crime prevention theories found to be most effective in reducing crime rates are Alley gating, CCTV, Hot spots policing, along with other interventions listed on the crime prevention toolkit, provided by College of Policing. The evidence based on theft crime shows an overall decrease of 1.63 million in 2020, since 2002.  These statistics support the purpose of the interventions and the importance of the crime prevention theories, applying evidence-based policing and the ATLAS model in new ways of thinking and working, in order for police to maintain effective in reducing crime. 
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