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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding.
 
The children act 1989 is the key piece of legislation for supporting and safeguarding children in the UK. It is underpinned by a number of key principles, among them are that each local authority must safeguard and promote the welfare of children in their area who are in need. Each local authority must provide a range of services to support the upbringing of such children by their families. This can be found in section 17 of the act, which was replaced in Wales in 2016 by part 3 of the SSWBA (2014).  Section 20 of the children Act (1989) which deal with “Voluntary Care” was also replaced by section 76 of SSWBA (2014).When it is not possible to provide services to promote a child being supported by their own family, or there are concerns that a child is “suffering or likely to suffer significant harm” then the local authority must make enquiries to decide if they must take action to safeguard the child (section.47.CA 1989). Part 7 of the SSWBA(2014) informs social workers that in all safeguarding enquiries were there is a suspicion of significant harm to a child, practitioners must follow the guidelines set out in the children Act 1989. Guidelines for the child protection procedure are set out in “Working together to Safeguard children document (2018). In Wales social workers should also work in accordance with the  Wales Safeguarding procedures (2019).  Section 130 (4) of the Social Services and wellbeing Wales Act (2014) defines a child who is at risk as a child who: “Is experiencing or who is at risk of abuse neglect or other kinds of harm: Has needs for care and support (whether or not the authority is meeting any of those needs)”. After an initial referral social workers must follow the guidance set out in the Framework for Assessing Children in Need and their Families document (2000) which includes the use of the “assessment triangle” to assess a child’s developmental needs, parenting capacity, and family and environmental factors.

From the receipt of a referral to xxx Local Authority an initial assessment will be considered by a Manager in Children’s Services. It may be necessary to take immediate action to protect the children involved but, in any case, a decision has to be made within one working day for how to proceed. If it looks like a child has or is likely to suffer significant harm, the social workers and others, like teachers or the Police, will hold a meeting called a Strategy Discussion within 48 hours, to decide whether a Child Protection Enquiry is necessary. 
If child protection enquires are commenced under section 47 of the Children Act (1989),at the end of the Child Protection Enquiry, an Initial Child Protection Conference will be conducted, chaired by an Independent Reviewing Officer.  All relevant people are invited to the meeting including parents, unless there are exceptional circumstances why a parent should not attend.
It is worth noting at this point that if any legal orders are sought as a result of the child protection enquires the court is bound by the first and most influential principle of the Children Act (1989) that when making any order the child’s welfare shall be the court’s paramount consideration.
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

The difference between safeguarding in adults and children’s work centre around the position of children in our society and consent. It is normal for adults to make decisions on behalf of children, ether it is parents, teachers, doctors or legal authorities. Much work with children centres around who has “parental responsibility” for the child. Section 3(1) of the Children Act (1989) defines parental responsibility as “All the rights, duties, powers, responsibilities and authority which by law a parent of a child has in relation to the child and his property.” The person with parental responsibility is legally responsible for the child and can make decisions for and about them.   This of course would not be the case with adults who are responsible for themselves, unless of course they lack Mental Capacity. Principle 1 of the Mental capacity Act (2005) tells us that an adult must be assumed to have capacity, unless it is established that he lacks it, this is the reverse even for an older child, who must prove that they have “Gillick Competence” if they wish to make certain decisions for themselves. A capacious adult can choose to consent or not to a safeguarding process, if they choose not to consent then that is the end of the safeguarding process. The only caveat to this situation would be if there was a police investigation going on at the same time. This would of course be unthinkable if it were a child protection enquiry to seek the permission of the child for the case conference to go ahead.
In the children Act (1989) there are powers given to the police and other authorities whereby a child can be removed from their home, even if their caregiver with parental responsibility objects. Unless they were under arrest by the police, an adult cannot be forcibly taken from their home. The only exception to this of course is if they were detained under the Mental Health Act (1983) and even then, there are limits on the amount of time that they can be detained. Compare this with an order made under section 31 0f the Children Act (1989) 
Which can last until the child attains adulthood.  
So the main differences between working with Children as opposed to Adults is Capacity and consent. This is enshrined in the legislation, for children legislation is for protection and making decisions about them for them. Adult legislation even mental health and deprivation of liberty laws are careful to empower the adult to make their own choice if at all possible.
It is summed up quite simply, we have a Children Act which can apply to all children in the UK,
We do not have an Adults Act.
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