
[bookmark: _Hlk530311412][bookmark: _Hlk529031568][bookmark: _Hlk533361198]Undergraduate assignment feedback form
[image: TSD_logo2010]

	Student Name: 
Lars Toth

	HPEN5006

The rational world: Enlightenment and the Novel
	Student number:
1602060

	

	For completion by marker:
Comments:












	Marker’s signature:
	Date:

	Provisional mark: 
NB.  All marks are provisional until confirmed by the final examination board. 




[bookmark: _Hlk535770748][bookmark: _Hlk535507334]The Novel in the 18th century: 
Reflecting the changes in society and challenging the existing status quo.
The cultural context of the 18th century was crucially important for the development of the novel.  Great Britain was an emerging empire and had a new period of prosperity after many years of civil war in the 17th century. Moving into the 18th  century, Great Britain was becoming more modern politically, not yet being a state of democracy but starting to develop new democratic ideas and ideals. Urbanisation happened on a large scale, and London became a powerhouse and centre of trade for the whole of Europe. 
The rise and belief in science was a huge step forward for humanity at that time and nature started to become understood more scientifically.
[bookmark: _Hlk535780314]Technical advances such as mass printing were contributing to the success of the novel in the 18th century. This essay will argue that the mindset of the people in Great Britain at that time was ready for the novel. In his book ‘Immanuel Kant described the feeling of the time by saying “dare to use your own understanding- the motto of Enlightenment.” What is Enlightenment’ Immanuel Kant”(1784)  The novel's characters were mostly ordinary people in their struggle to achieve what they set out to do, and the new middle class had to find its own wisdom in a new era.
There was also, at that time, increasing interest and awareness of the “inner lives” of a person, the mind and the beginning of psychology and furthermore the subjective reality of a person. Philosophers such as Descartes who is famous for the quote “I think therefore I am”(1637) gave birth to a more individual mindset. The ideas that contributed to the  French Revolution such as freedom and equality can be found in the most popular novels during this epoch. To carry the values of the Enlightenment, resisting the old dogmas and to have one’s own view and perspective was now more important than blindly following traditions.
The public sphere becomes more important, and people could now be part of it in coffee houses where there would be debates and discussions. This development, in turn, created a demand for a popular press and pamphlets. Women and also people from the lower classes could get access to printing material and distribute their thoughts and ideas. More voices got heard. This essay also examines ‘A Modest Proposal’, a pamphlet by Johnatan Swift (1729).
Novel means new, and therefore the term implies that it is not classical or derived literature. The novel was contemporary in its context.  It also had new readers that included women. People would also read by themselves, and that was also a new feature. The stories are not anymore about classic heroes or the royalties,  in “Pamela” the protagonist is a lower class servant girl, and the book became one of the most successful novels of that century. Samuel Richardson (1740).
Although ‘Don Quixote’ (1604) is considered to be the first novel, the novel as a genre became increasingly popular in the 18th century in England with books such as – ‘Robinson Crusoe’ (1719) and as previously referred to ‘Pamela’ (1750). It is noteworthy how these two books are very different in their style of writing. ‘Robinson Crusoe’ is written as a diary about adventure and using reasoning as the guiding light – the very essence of Enlightenment at that time. Crusoe get stranded on an island, but by using his acumen and employing reason to what he encountered, he creates a world of his own and conquers nature. As a novel, it is filled with adventures and celebrates the human mental capacity of turning even the situation of being stranded into an opportunity. The message is that If one only learns to use reason and logic, the world would be one’s oyster. 





A Modest Proposal by Jonathan Swift
This is possibly one of the most well-known pieces of political satire in the literary world.
Jonathan Swift is addressing a famine in Ireland by systematic starvation at the time upon the Irish population. He Is presenting a grotesque solution by suggesting that they could sell their children as food and thereby get revenues and get rid of their problem of overpopulation. 'Tis true, a child just dropped from its dam may be supported by her milk for a solar year with little other nourishment, at most not above the value of two shillings.[footnoteRef:1] (page 3) [1:  A modest Proposal Jonathan Swift page 4, 1729 ] 

Swift was himself Irish but his novels like “Gullivers Travels (1726)“ were popular amongst the English and constructed an argument they would attend to.
In the “ Modest Proposal” Swift has a very scientific sounding analysis that puts logic above compassion. The reasoning in Modest Proposal is backed with statistics and sounds logic but lacks all sense of human decency, mercy or compassion.
In a compelling argument, Swift calculates that there are about 200 000 breeders yearly (meaning women) subtracting the number of abortions that leaves 120 000 babies amongst the poor and starving. Breastfeeding does not involve cost, and the profit would solve the poverty and farmers could by livestock like pigs and cows from the gain. It would also solve the problems of domestic abuse as the men would not be likely to want to lose their profit by damaging the gods by beating the mothers. The satire of this is in making the buyer into a good doer. “The number of souls in this kingdom being usually reckoned one million and a half, of these I calculate there may be about two hundred thousand couple whose wives are breeders, from which number I subtract thirty thousand couple who are able to maintain children, although I apprehend there cannot be as many under the present distresses of the kingdom.”[footnoteRef:2]   [2:  A Modest Proposal Jonathan Swift page 3, 1729] 

Swift target a specific group of people to purchase of the baby flesh. It is not for everyone but the 

English upper class, the wealthy and the elite. This is Swift’s way of saying that the upper class and 

the wealthy are already consuming the Irish, so they might ass well eat the babies. [footnoteRef:3] [3:  Child murder and British culture Cambridge Cup 2003 page 2] 


In targeting the rich and wealthy in society, he is addressing a group that has already grown fat of 

The sacrifices of the poor. The cannibalism that Swift is proposing is merely a reflection of the 
cannibalism he has already witnessed.
The satire gives a clear message. By considering to eat the Irish children, is only a step further. They have already dehumanised the Irish so let them solve the problem with starving children by selling them to the upper-class landowners to eat. According to Swift, the infants could be most appetising at age 1. This, of course, makes the upper-class and landowners to savages and cannibals and is maybe the greatest satire in this modest proposal. Since cannibalism was seen to be the most savage of all behaviours.

Pamela or Virtue Rewarded by Samuel Richardson.
[bookmark: _GoBack]In comparison to ‘Robinson Crusoe (Daniel Defoe 1719)” Pamela’ has a very feminine perspective and the plot happens mostly in a small closed in space in the house. Pamela is writing letters in her closet to both her mother and father and composes them differently. She is also aware that mister B. is reading her letters and uses this to her advantage by using her wits for manipulation. The reader is invited to read fictitious private letters with often intimate and revealing secrets. The reader gets an insight into Pamela’s world from reading her private correspondence. Society was changing in the 18th century, and the novel is reflecting these changes regarding culture and gender roles. The very beginning of the emancipation of the female gender can be heard in the novel of Pamela “were my Life in question, instead of my Honesty, I would not wish to involve you, or any body, in the least Difficulty for so worthless a poor Creature. But, O Sir! My Soul is of equal Importance with the Soul of a Princess though my Quality is inferior to that of the meanest Slave” [footnoteRef:4] There was no real equality for women in the 18th century but there was a great interest in stories that placed the female as the heroin. The popularity of the novel ‘Moll Flanders’ also makes this case. Both female protagonists were lower-class girls making their way up in society Daniel Defoe 1722.  [4:  Pamela Penguin Classics London w85tz 1980 page 47] 

Samuel Richardson intended to write a new book on conduct for women. The rules of conduct were most important for a lady that would strive up in society and try to marrying above her class.  Mr B would consider it in this way “And then, next, after we have, perhaps, half broken their Hearts, a Wife is look'd out for: Convenience, or Birth and Fortune, are the first Motives, Affection the last (if it is at all consulted); And two People thus educated, thus trained up in the course of unnatural Ingratitude, and who have been headstrong Torments to every one who has had a Share in their Education, as well as to those to whom they owe their Being, are brought together; and what can be expected, but that they should pursue, and carry on, the same comfortable Conduct, in Matrimony, and join most heartily to plague one another?”. The 18th century was an era of change in England with a diverse middle class emerging. Conduct books or courtesy books were popular for both men and women. The upper class would also have a demand for conducts books but mostly for the reason of preventing the lower classes access to their world. As Richardson set out to write this book on conduct, it turns out entirely different from anything he wrote before. The letters of instructions in the book that the protagonist Pamela wrote to her parents started to weave an amusing story, and now a new genre was soon born. The popularity of Pamela was immense, and it quickly becomes a Pamela cult. People would gather to read the book out loud together. Artefacts were produced teacups, posters etc. Soon there was to follow many more novels following combining instruction of conduct with entertainment, but none reached the popularity of Richardson’s novel. Let us here consider some aspects that might have been instrumental in the success of this writhing.
The readers at the time could follow Pamela’s struggle in a very intimate way and connected to her with feelings of sympathy and compassion. Pamela, a 15-year-old, lower class working girl is working for mister B, a brute that makes several attempts to rape her even cross-dresses to physically closer to her. The plot is instructive to those girls attempting to move up in society and tutors how to deal with situations of abuse and foremost keep the virtues intact. Finally, Pamela marries the older man and thereby has achieved the goal of marrying into the upper class. Pamela negotiates the terms of her marriage with mister B. And is therefore also growing towards becoming a woman of equality to some extent. Finally, she also falls in love with Mr B the attempted rapist, abuser, kidnapper and future husband. [footnoteRef:5] [5:  Stranford report 17, 2002 Human rights: A novel idea by John Sanford] 

Conclusion
The Novel in the 18th century: 
Reflecting the changes in society and challenging the existing status quo.
The books previous to the 18th century had been the classics stories from ancient Greece, Rome or medieval England rewritten in new versions during the Renaissance and later centuries. These stories and their protagonists were royalties and mainly men, and classical heroes. In the 18th century, there was an acrusing middle class striving upwards in society. With the enlightenment and England becoming an empire the world was opening up with new ideas and people were travelling to different parts of the colonies gaining different experience than before. This made Robinson Crusoe so popular in that Defoe mixed adventurism with enlightenment ideas. There was at the time a need for new stories, the society was moving on, and the new middle class was ready, and the new was given the name the novel. Pamela challenges many beliefs and assumptions and skilfully encourages the concepts of enlightenment. The prevailing social order had continuously presumed that the lower classes were less moral, or virtuous but Pamela advocate by her actions the contrary to be the case. The lower classes were considered to be less bright, and women were not regarded as prone to proper reasoning or logic.  Pamela powerfully questions this understanding. The novel illustrates a young female teenager servant girl, virtuous, intelligence and with a sharp acumen for reasoning. Pamela changes from striving to imitate the upper-class ladies into having a voice of her own. The lower classes also participated in the forming of a new social structure and women could to some, but still, limited extent engage. Pamela echoes this new progress in society. In some ways, Pamela shines a light of the new ideas and values of the enlightenment period.
Johnathan Swift was known to have a dark outlook upon humanity, and this can also be seen in Gulliver's travels. But more than anything he was also a great satirist and that comes to light strongly in A modest proposal. Ireland in the 18th century was ruled by England and English laws limited Irelands abilities to trade. English landlords owned the best parts of the land and charged overly high rent. England was putting a significant strain upon Ireland that already was already poor at the time and most of their money was going to England. The situation added to the already poor and overpopulation Ireland (due to high numbers in the birthrate). The whole situation added to hunger and ultimately starvation. Swifts Pamphlet A Modest Proposal was challenging the existing powers and demonstrating in the cold light of the day that the upper class, the rich and the elite were in fact in analogy cannibals. They were consuming their own kind, other human beings.  
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