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Abstract
This report discusses my field trip to Blaenavon Ironworks and Big Pit National Coal Museum. The report includes information gained throughout the day and from the guides that shared their experiences and knowledge with the group. This information shall be supplemented with data gained from the research that I conducted after the trip.
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[bookmark: _GoBack]The Big Pit National Coal Museum and Ironworks is based in Blaenavon. In 2000 the Big Pit and Iron works became a World Heritage Site “Blaenavon Industrial Landscape (inscribed in 2000)” (Norman, 2011), and now sits alongside places such as the Pyramids of Egypt and the Tahj Mahal. On the drive to Blaenavon through the valleys there are signs that mining has taken place. Alongside the rolling valleys there are mounds where soil and rocks have been dumped, and there are hills that have formed from the quarries and dips from mines. 
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Blaenavon Ironworks
Our first stop is the Ironworks which is an impressive site as a whole. It is the Water Balance Tower that holds my attention, also known as a ‘Lift’.  This is a tall pyramid shaped building, with a flat top and this was built in 1839. “This form of lift technology using water to counter-balance loads” (CADW, Torfae County Borough , & RACHM Wales , 1999). Behind the Balance Tower is a hill that comes flush to the Tower. This is where horses would pull carts full of material to the Tower to be used. To the right of the Balance Tower is a cluster of white houses, which were worker houses used by the more influential staff such as the Forman. They were last lived in from the 1960s to the late 1900s, and at the time these houses would have been thought of as being ‘Posh’. 
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Whilst walking around Blaenavon there are many clear signs of the Ironworks from ‘Slag’ being used for the tops of walls, to the Iron used in the Church, to the local Workman’s Hall. There is also the way in which the houses are laid out throughout the Village, clustered together to make to most of the space available.  Slag is the waste from the Ironworks “impurities in the ore to melt and form a liquid slag” (Hayman, 2016).
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St Peters Church was built by the Iron Master Samuel Hopkin and his workmen back in 1804. This provided the workers somewhere to pray, as religion was a common practice in the 18 and 1900’s.  As well as churches there are large Iron Crosses around the outer areas of Blaenavon for the less affluent people. As Iron was more easily available in the 1800’s and so many of the products used for the building of the Church were made in Iron such as the window frames, Lint’s, Pillars and the covers of the graves. The Iron Master Samuel Hopkins is buried here alongside his mother in law. 
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Up from St Peters Church is the Workman’s Hall. The Workman’s Hall was built back in 1895 by the workmen as a place of leisure, a place for self-education, meetings and concerts. Blaenavon now has a population of around 6,000 residents, but back in the Industrial Revolution the residents of Blaenavon went from a few dozen to 13,000.
Big Pit National Coal Museum 
On arriving at the Big Pit National Coal Museum, the most prominent sight that stands out is the giant wheel that takes you underground.
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 The guides, who are all former coal miners (Galla, 2012) that take you down into the mine are very forthcoming and are filled with stories about the Big Pit when it was running back in the 1800’s. The guides tell us about the children that used to work in the Big Pit. These children were as young as 6 and 7 years old and “required to work on average 10–12 hour per day” (Kirby, 1995) alongside the adults. One of the jobs that these children would have is to open the doors for the trams to go through. To go down into the mine the children and adults would have a candle to light their way. Often these candles would end up being blown out and they would end up sitting in the dark for up to 2 to 3 hours at a time. When this happened, the children learnt that if they had a piece of string attached from the door to their writs they could feel for the door to open it when they heard the trams coming. The Trams that were used in the mines had a dual purpose, they were used to bring materials down into the pits, such as timber for supports, and then also used to bring coal out of the mines. In the 1880’s this coal would then be transferred into the railway carts and taken into Newport. 
Previous to my trip to the Big Pit it was my understanding that the miners had Canaries down in the mines at all times to alert them to the presence of gas, this is wrong. Canaries were only taken down into the mines if there were any problems. Canaries can alert the miners to the presence of gas by falling off their perch in the cage. This is due to the fact that canaries have a respiratory system that is 7 times faster than that of a human and can detect gas at a much faster rate. 
Conclusion
I thoroughly enjoyed this educational trip to Blaenavon Ironworks and the Big Pit Coal Museum. I found the experience to be very fascinating, to see how much has changed in the workforce compared to todays lifestyles. This visit shows that there is so much potential to the area that is going to waste and should this Heritage Site use these sources to their full potential it would entice more tourists to the area and support the local economy.
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