CREATIVE WRITING PART THREE

LESSON 2:

Research:

As in Part Two, you need to:




Keep a writer’s journal/notebook




Read as widely as possible




Rewrite

Exercise:

The Last Journey of John Keats.

This lesson is based upon the documentary in which the Poet Laureate Andrew Motion retraces the last journey of the dying poet.

After watching the video:

Initially write some lines on what you’ve just seen.

You may like to consider some of these points:

Keats’ thoughts on whether there is another life (after death) as this one contains so much suffering.

What about Ode to a Nightingale as a kind of manifesto for Romanticism in its eulogising of escape from reality by means of whatever “Hippocrene?”

The (poetic) intensity of his short life compared with how we mostly waste ours. 

The point Motion makes about the nothingness of the calm sea contrasting with Vesuvius and Keats’ own volcanic creativity; this person, Keats, full of something and the immortality and somethingness of beauty.

Before you rewrite, do your own research: read some of Keats’ letters to Fanny and some of his poetry.
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