Reading a story to children with a rationale and reflection.
Task 1 
For this assignment I read the book ‘Dyma Aled Afal’ to foundation phase, in a mixed group class of year 1/2 aged between 6 and 7. My personal training target was to “set challenging teaching and learning objectives which are relevant to all learners in their classes.” This relating to the QTS standard S3.1.1. I chose this personal target as it was something, I found difficult regarding differentiation. I took the higher ability group and therefore needed to ensure I was challenging them. (QTS Standards Wales, 2009). The intension was to challenge and stretch the children’s learning with their pronunciation, and also to see what words they were able to pick out and translate in order to plan future lessons. The learning objective was “to join in with reading a welsh story” the success criteria being “I can read parts of a welsh story book.” This book linked to the children’s previous learning as they were working on the project ‘Aled Apple’ in the English lessons. Although this story is Welsh, they already knew about the themes within the story. I decided not to use any other resources other than the book as this was the children’s first time reading the story, I wanted them to learn the base of the story and begin to be able to read parts becoming confident, before adding resources. The skills the children were developing during the story were oracy and reading. The children “followed the story and respond as appropriate”, they also began to “understand the significance of the printed word and the relationship between printed symbols and sound patterns”. By looking at the pictures the children were able to decode some words. Regarding oracy, the children were given to opportunity to “talk/communicate for a variety of purposes including: – joining in with simple rhymes and stories.” (DCELLS, 2015.P37-39) During the story, my aim was to introduce simple welsh patterns with focus on colours, and different rooms within the house. 

Task 2



Task 3

Before I started reading the story I felt nervous, I was nervous that the children would not understand the patterns I was introducing due to the lack of welsh taking place within the classroom. After introducing the story to them, I began to feel a lot more confident with the children’s ability and my own pronunciation. 

During the session, each of the children were engaged in the story and all wanted to take part. However, as I was introducing the story to the children one or two of them made me aware that they were nervous as they had never seen this book before. I ensured I read the book aloud to the children before hand as Estyn (2013) says “During the Foundation Phase, children should learn to use and communicate in Welsh to the best of their ability. Children should listen to Welsh being spoken and respond appropriately” By reading aloud, I was allowing the children to become familiar with the patterns and to respond where they could.  The fact that they had never seen this book before was a factor that influenced the experience, both negatively and positively. The positive aspect was that the children were hooked all the way through as they didn’t know what was coming next, however they all lacked confidence as they had no prior knowledge of some words in the story. A benefit of the introduction to the activity was, the children had the opportunity to look through the story and ask me any questions they had, it also gave them the opportunity to discuss the story with each other and gain confidence in reading individually in front of one and other. The Welsh Language Development states that “Hearing and understanding are the first important building blocks towards acquisition of any language” (DCELLS 2015, P6) this made a huge impact on my planning as I ensured that the children had the opportunity to ask me questions and discuss words with each-other after listening to me read.  During the main body of the activity, the children became more confident in their pronunciation and began to understand the story. They used the pictures in the book to support them. When it came to their turn to read the story individually, a few of the children encountered difficulties with certain words. To overcome this and ensure they maintained their confidence, I would read over the sentence giving them the chance to listen and improve their pronunciation as best they could. The main area for development in the session would be my own welsh subject knowledge. Although I had practiced the sentence patterns and my own pronunciation, I believe I could have prepared a more interesting learning space for the children, introducing different kinds of resources as they became more confident and provided more copies of the book, so each child had one to follow. 

An example of effective teaching in today’s session I believe would be repetition. I used this method to familiarise the children with the story, allowing them to build their understanding and start to pick up words and phrases within the story. The children were motivated within the activity, they all wanted to take part in reading parts of the story individually and were excited to do so. Donaldson (2015) says most children make suitable progress in speaking and listening to Welsh in the Foundation Phase, and that children have a positive attitude towards learning Welsh”, the children in my group mirrored this statement from Donaldson, as they all achieved the success criteria. Each child was able to read part of the book and each of them were proud of what they had achieved, they even wanted to read more. I believe the learning could have been more effective if I had created an exciting learning environment for the children, surrounding them with different words and phrases and props they could use to help them. However, because this was the first time, they were reading the story I wanted their full attention. The classroom management was effective in the activity as I only had a small group, each child waited their turn to read part of the story and everyone listened carefully to each other. One question I would like to ask the learners would be how I can make it more engaging for them, in what way would they like to read the story, and did they find it fun to read. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Each of the children made progress in their learning today. Considering they had never been introduced to this story before, they all wanted to take part and were confident in learning the language. The success criteria motivated the children as they knew by the end of the activity each of them would be able to read confidently some of the story. I agreed this success criteria with the children at the beginning of the session. I asked them how much they would like to achieve during the activity, and they all agreed that they wanted to be able to read at least a page of the story each. The level of work was appropriate to all of my learners as I selected children of a higher ability, who were all near enough of the same ability. The behaviour of the class and their learning was effective, each child knew what they needed to achieve which encouraged them to listen throughout the activity as they knew they had to speak aloud after I had finished modelling the story to them. 

After reflecting on the activity, the main area I believe I need to work on would be my own subject knowledge and the use of the Welsh language. Donaldson (2015) puts emphasis on the teaching of Welsh in primary schools. He says that although Welsh is generally seen as a strength, it is our job as primary school teachers to improve the teaching. However, Donaldson (2015) also says “evidence gathered during the Review suggests that provision and therefore standards in Welsh second language, are patchy. In the main, school leaders and teachers, particularly in primary schools, are committed to improving provision for and standards in Welsh.” This shows that although Welsh is sometimes seen as good in schools and progress is being made with the children, he wants it to be improved further. The children I worked with were not strong Welsh speakers as the school did not speak much Welsh, therefore next time I would adapt my planning to suit them more. I would introduce the patterns a lot more simply to them before beginning the book. If I had more time, I would plan lessons in the run up to the reading of the book allowing the children some time to learn the different patterns so when we began the story, they felt confident. In conclusion and to move forward, I will begin to make myself more confident with speaking the language by my next PTE.
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