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To what extent did Islam inform the Muslim Brotherhood’s political policy in Egypt around the 2011 uprising?

This essay seeks to understand to what extent religion informed the Muslim Brotherhood’s approach towards the 2011 Egyptian uprising. There is little scope to demonstrate how the Muslim Brotherhood engendered followers and how their identity is placed within the politics of this Islamist organisation, however some relevant points that show how political frameworks were used are included. 
Scott argued that contemporary commentators assigned the term secular and non-violent to the uprising due to the lack (at that time) of the Muslim Brotherhood’s involvement[footnoteRef:1]. Initially playing a low-profile role in the uprising, the Muslim Brotherhood eventually took part and saw their candidate Mohamed Morsi elected as president of Egypt in June 2012[footnoteRef:2].  [1:  Scott, R.M., 2014. Managing Religion and Renegotiating the Secular: The Muslim Brotherhood and Defining the Religious Sphere. Politics & Religion, 7(1), pp. 51-78, p.51-2 https://whel-primo.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/f/mqg008/TN_cdi_crossref_primary_10_1017_S1755048313000400]  [2:  Hossain, I., "Arab Spring." In The Oxford Encyclopedia of Islam and Politics. Oxford Islamic Studies Online. 22-Sep-2020. http://www.oxfordislamicstudies.com/article/opr/t342/e0100] 

The Muslim Brotherhood’s slogan stated:	
 ‘God is our purpose, the Prophet is our leader, the Qur’an our constitution, jihad our way and dying for God’s cause our supreme objective’. 
The Brotherhood’s banner consists of two crossed swords, a copy of the Qur’an and the words ‘prepare’[footnoteRef:3]. These overtly religious words are symbolic to Muslims and are representative of the ‘divinely ordained and universal nature of the movement’s struggle’[footnoteRef:4]. This represents the Muslim Brotherhood’s claim to sacred authority[footnoteRef:5]. [3:  Aknur, M., "The Muslim Brotherhood in Politics in Egypt: From Moderation to Authoritarianism?" Uluslararası Hukuk Ve Politika, no. 33 (2013): 1-25, p.4, last accessed 21st September 2020, https://whel-primo.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/f/mqg008/TN_cdi_ceeol_journals_70358]  [4:  Eickelman, D.F., and Piscatori, J., ‘Muslim Politics’, Princeton University Press, England, 1996, p.67]  [5:  ibid, p.67] 

As the Brotherhood has developed politically and ideologically, it has concentrated more on economic, social, and political issues from a religious perspective[footnoteRef:6]. Established as a reactionary organisation to combat imperialism and colonialism, its agenda also sought to re-establish the caliphate through the re-Islamisation of Egyptian society[footnoteRef:7]. The Islamisation of society was viewed as a gradual process. The belief that Islamic self-reform led to familial reform and ultimately the raising of an Islamic consciousness within and throughout society was followed by al-Banna. Once such a process is followed, society would eventually be ready to re-order along Islamic principles[footnoteRef:8]. The Brotherhood became involved at all levels of civic life, penetrating institutions that lacked support or control of the state. This included welfare and professional institutions and associations, eventually gaining control of tens of thousands of private mosques[footnoteRef:9]. Of these institutions, the Brotherhood placed special emphasis on education as a tool employed to spread an Islamic message through tarbiyya (preaching and education). Religious instruction, through Quranic classes, formed part of a comprehensive educational provision, many of those students later became members and recruiters for the organisation[footnoteRef:10]. Education engendered the process of objectification. The process of presenting the purpose of religion and its importance to the believer’s life can become shared experiences that shape discourse and practice of Muslims from all social classes. Religion therefore becomes a self-contained system, describing, characterising, and distinguishing from other systems[footnoteRef:11]. [6:  Aknur, M., p.4]  [7:  ibid, p.4]  [8:  Aknur, M., p.11]  [9:  ibid, p.14]  [10:  ibid, p.14]  [11:  Eickelman, D.F., and Piscatori, J., ‘Muslim Politics’, Princeton University Press, England, 1996, p.38] 

Scott argued that the Muslim Brotherhood conformed to the state’s mechanisms, concepts and categories when addressing the issue of managing religion. She posited the Brotherhood as being in the process of adopting a principle of secular power rather than seeking its reversal at the time of Morsi[footnoteRef:12]. In 2008, Brown and Hamzawy wrote that some Muslim Brotherhood followers emphasise the need to implement sharia as it is central to the movement’s mission and political involvement and the organisations leadership are committed to ‘increasing the role of Islam in Egyptian public life’. Additionally, the sharia as an authentic, just, and moral legal order has much appeal to the population, while grassroots supporters have an expectation of its application[footnoteRef:13]. At this time, the Brotherhood stood accused of holding ‘vague ideological and religious slogans and inability to come up with specific policy prescriptions[footnoteRef:14]’. There were clear divides in this 2007 draft party platform. A suggestion of the creation of a council of religious scholars was made that would advise officials on matters of religious law. In matters where it was believed that the sharia could be compromised, the council’s ruling would be binding. A split in opinion was demonstrable between the movement’s ‘foot soldiers’ who urged not to abandon the sharia and the potential alienation of those inside and outside of the movement who would see such an insertion of a proposal as the illegitimate privileging of some aspects of sharia[footnoteRef:15]. [12:  Scott, p. 54]  [13:  Brown, N.J. and Hamzawy, A., ‘The Draft Party Platform of the Egyptian Muslim Brotherhood: Foray Into Political Integration or Retreat Into Old Positions?’ Carnegie Papers, 2008, pp 1-32., pp 2-3, Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, last accessed 23rd September 2020 https://carnegieendowment.org/2008/01/14/draft-party-platform-of-egyptian-muslim-brotherhood-foray-into-political-integration-or-retreat-into-old-positions-pub-19835]  [14:  Brown and Hamzawy, p.1 
]  [15:  Brown and Hamzawy, p.4
] 

It can be argued that the Muslim Brotherhood were slow to start in the 2011 uprising. Racheal Scott arguably placed the Brotherhood as religious actors but ones who followed the best suited political agenda while being receptive and adaptive to contemporary political feelings. Additionally, to a great extent, Brown and Hamzawry placed the Brotherhood in total disarray and lacking clear direction in the years immediately before the uprising. With a slow start and a clear lack of policy direction the Brotherhood may have stood accused of opportunism at the time of the uprising; while the groups core beliefs centre around religion, at the time of the uprising there appeared to be a lack of strong religious and political direction.
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