Findings, Recommendations and Conclusion.
Main Findings.
During the progress of this dissertation, many findings have been apparent throughout each chapter, found from the literature review and repeated in the data collated from independent research. It was reiterated that there still exists stereotyping when it comes to male victims of domestic violence from female perpetrators. The consensus the same, that there is too little support accessible for men and not enough awareness in the public domain of the issue of male victims of domestic violence. This was evident in the lack of literature to review on the topic. Summed up well by Lucy Hughes, a lead of a charity supporting male DV victims, described it as a “geographical inequality in what is on offer for men” (Home Office, 2023) Another main finding throughout, was the adversity in men reporting to Police and the reasons why this is. Similar findings from the literature review and data collated established that men are still held or hold themselves in the historic societal norms in that they are ashamed of speaking out and seeking help. Additionally, this had a knock-on effect to Police Officers, who may hold the same unconscious bias on males being victims as well as underreporting which ultimately shows an underrepresentation in statistics. 

Objectives.
Outlined at the beginning of this dissertation were three main objectives which the study aimed to achieve in fulfilling during the findings.
Objective One - What reasoning do male victims of DV provide for not reporting abuse? 
Objective Two - Does unconscious gender bias prevent male victims of DV reporting to the police?
Objective Three - Do the police have sufficient knowledge of support available for male victims of DV?
All objectives were completed during the literature review and data collated from the research method by way of questionnaires provided to active Police Officers. An extensive literature review of the topic was conducted, and specific reasons were found from academics and studies with male victims on underreporting and gender bias. From data collated, Police officers answered objective three due to its direct response from a specific group. A mixed response was received but more than half felt there was not enough, and that support is female front loaded.


Recommendations.
During the course of this study from reviewing literature and conducting independent research, it is apparent that recommendations can be made in order to identify and support male victims of female perpetrated domestic violence. The recommendations made are not a finite solution, there is an exhaustive list of recommendations that can be suggested due to the depth and complexity of the topic. The recommendations that are made are considering this research study.

The first recommendation is for a broader outreach to the public to raise awareness and combat societal historic norms. This could be achieved by way of a partnership between government health boards and the media to assist in discussing the topic of female to male domestic violence to enforce the narrative. This would be a two-pronged achievement, firstly by educating people that men can also be victims and secondly assisting men experiencing domestic violence from a female realise that they themselves may be a victim. A sample of suggestions where this could be achieved is by the creation of pamphlets, health-based adverts both on television and online as well as educational training videos. 

The second recommendation is designated specifically to Police Forces. Findings in the research show that officers receive domestic violence training which is female victim focused. From the literature review it is understandable why, due to women and girls being most vulnerable to domestic violence. However, male victims still exist, and it is imperative that officers are aware of the possibility of male victims, unconscious bias and stereotyping. It is recommended that charities who solely support male victims of domestic violence are brought in for discussions or training days to assist building officers skill set and awareness.

Finally, a recommendation to academics and professionals in the field to continue researching this topic. It was apparent during the literature review that studies on male victims of domestic violence are sparce compared to female victims. 

Limitations.
It is essential to inform of the limitations faced within the dissertation inclusive of the sampling method. The limitation of this dissertation to assist in adding to the current literature was due to the small word allowance. Therefore, complex and in-depth study could not be achieved precluding in a limitation on research. Additionally, the research conducted was limited due the choice of group to target the independent data collation within the research methodology. Within the limited choice, additionally, only a small group of thirty-five police officer offered their participation. Further research without these limitations may chose to broaden the target group for vast feedback. The use of professionals in this topic area for their viewpoint and experience as well as male victims would bring about more substantial data. Furthermore, these targeted groups could be dissected more to produce broader data by age range, societal status for example to gain in depth understanding in any correlating patterns which can be studied.

Conclusion. 
The investigation into whether male victims of female perpetrated domestic violence exhibit reluctance in reporting such incidents to Police, and to what extent unconscious bias in officers influence the handling of these cases, revealed a complex interplay of factors as discussed in the first chapter. Significant gaps in the research were identified in this final chapter and recommendations made for future research, awareness and support.
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