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Section 1 
Explain and discuss your choice of speech, why this specific speech?


I choose a range of speeches to look at my first option was the Son from Henry VI Part III I chose this piece because the character progression was very challenging. There was a strong sudden shift of emotion where the character was overjoyed that he had survived in battle and killed his foe until he realised that the one he killed was his own father. I choose this monologue as I could take advantage of what I have in my emotional locker as I’m very close to my father and have let him down in the past and I remember the emotions I felt that I could build on that as a base. 
My second option was Arron’s speech from Titus Andronicus I chose this Monologue because I really enjoyed the defiance in the piece as the character is at deaths door and is asked does he Repent to which he doesn’t and not only does he not repent he uses this speech/opportunity in the play to shock the other characters and thus the audience with what the texts says, And with the character about to die I imagined that the character had nothing to lose and therefore could deliver the speech in many ways as the character had nothing to lose this is what interested me and why I shortlisted it
My Third option was the bastards speech from King Lear by the character Edmund I thought this would be interesting to choose as through my research I saw it performed in a modern context and this interested me as I’m aware I have quite a strong Cardiff Accent and me thought I might be able to put a contemporary feel on with a Regional accent as I Have seen a performance like this before and It was effective as it was easily understandable and different from how you would imagine it performed 
My fourth option was a speech by Puck from a midnight summers dream I only picked this one purely on suggestions from other people as a lot of people have suggested that I would make a good puck and I Thought that it would bring a variety to my options as it was my only comedic piece.



The Speech I’ve chosen is from the play Henry VI and the Character is Richard III I chose this Monologue as I knew what kind of emotions and feelings that I wanted to explore and Perform after my Performance Industry module I felt I had an insight into my Acting Range and style and after this extensive research into monologues and finding who I am as an actor in this module. I realised that I was strongest in Playing a Comedic Role or a Deranged Villain and how fine the line was between the two. With this in mind I picked Richard III as my Speech as I easily identified the emotions throughout and It just felt right, I was excited about it and wanted to get a reaction while performing it I believe that this would give me the Drive and Motivation to fully understand every line, word and thought change because the more I understood and rehearsed the better reaction I would get. I also would have fun along the way as I enjoy going up and down the scale with emotions such as anger, bitterness, and ambition, But above all, I enjoy playing the Villain I think this is because I'm used to playing the funny guy and I'm so used to it I believe that’s what I look like as I can’t go anywhere without people saying I look like James Corden or Jonah Hill and I enjoy playing the contrast as I like to shock people also I believe that although a comedic role is important I feel that a Villain is more key to a story and I feel that knowing my acting range as it stands right now I believe this would be my only opportunity to play main roles as the good guy hero I believe I have the wrong image in general.


Richard (Duke of Gloucester), of the Yorkist party, is the Duke of York’s third son. Particularly close to his father, he is the most intelligent and ruthless of the Duke’s sons.
[bookmark: _Hlk501067901]He is a limping hunchback with a withered left arm, though he’s also an excellent and murderous fighter, and just how crippled he is physically and how much of it is in his mind is uncertain. His awareness of his own deformities verges on the pathological, and is not helped by the fact that they are the first thing his enemies use to insult him. He is a great mocker with a morbid sense of humor and little sense of morality – he convinces his father to break his oath on the basis of a ridiculous technicality. Tougher than his brothers, he insists on knowing how York died and refuses to weep, preferring to plot revenge. He is particularly enraged at Clifford for the latter’s murder of Richard’s younger brother Rutland, and is determined to kill him himself, though he is unsuccessful in this. He is amused at his brother Edward’s philandering, but becomes worried when the King decides to marry. The prospect of becoming yet further down in the line of succession crystallizes his realization that he wishes to be King himself, something of which there were only hints before. He remains loyal to Edward during Warwick’s rebellion because only with Edward safely on the throne can he himself hope to take it. He arranges for Edward’s escape from captivity and helps him beat the Lancastrian forces, later joining to kill Prince Edward. He also convinces Clarence to give up his allegiance to Warwick and return to his brothers’ side. He then takes it upon himself to murder King Henry, with whom he has a disquieting conversation. Richard sets himself up as a unique sort of person and argues that it is the fault of the fate that left him deformed that bears the responsibility for his twisted mind. Just how far he is willing to go in his quest for the crown can be discovered in Richard III.
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Section 2
Annalise character and connection to, creation off considering vocal physical and interpretation skills required?

I believe this piece connects with me as I feel I give a Honest performance that is true to myself and knowing myself as I do I believe I can display a genuine feel of being hard done by as I myself have been through some strife earlier in Life and needed to super exceed in spite of these things while putting on a brave face and accepting and owning the circumstances I have found myself in and often having to do things on my own without any help of others these responsibilities that I have taken upon my shoulders have made me sometimes an isolated person which I can relate to Richard III as almost it’s a sense of no one else understands and that it doesn’t really matter anyways. Also with this isolation and responsibilities performing simple everyday tasks such as going to school for example or keeping a job would be tough with different challenges which would often make you question why you have been put in this position. Using the old saying with what doesn’t kill you make you stronger, it gives you a confidence and you can become very ambitious as you desperately want to change how things are and with this isolation discussed earlier it can become a dangerous thing as if you won’t let anyone in on your plans the, thoughts start with you and with the independence and determination you find yourself with often end with you.  I believe this is how I connect with Richard III.
[bookmark: _GoBack]To deliver my speech with the emotional journey required I must pay attention to my vocal quality and change the tone, pitch, rhythm and paint the words accordingly. For example, to display the early on frustration and a general feeling of being lost and with the aim of winning the audience round I will bring my tone down to make the audience empathise with my character, I will also have a broken upsetting rhythm and begin to paint the words of his ambition and goal such as “glorious crown” to cement his determination and desperation. And then when he begins to devise a plan a feeling of excitement, confidence, and quick thinking comes into play I can display this through my voice by picking up my rhythm and tone to add the villainy and excitement required to shock the audience as they understand the evil intentions. I also will paint my words through this section to display how complete my character will become when he achieves his goal and add a deranged, misguided feel to my character which would tell a lot about my character. I will also add in excitement when my character discovers what obstacles he needs to overcome and how he is going to achieve it, within this section of the speech there is a bit of listing and to make this interesting I will have to vary my delivery for each line. Adding some dark with uplifting tones as I’ve found it effective to bring things up with a light-hearted feel and then bring them back down afterwards I believe this is vital as if I go in too strong and attack the monologue I feel that I will have nowhere to go also it adds layers and depth to my character which is more intriguing for the audience. To achieve this, I will have to unit and action the lines of my speech 
After identifying the story of the speech and relevant actions I will rehearse it in as many ways as possible to achieve the said emotion. I first rehearsed it as if I was applying for a job role as a villain, and then as a neutral way as if I was having a casual conversation I thought this was effective with some lines as it created a contrast and a disconnect with what my character is saying. I find this to be an effective tactic to intrigue the audience as the audience can’t quite connect the dots and try to paint a picture of the character of way is he saying some horrible evil stuff so casually. Also, if I can quickly go from anger, bitterness to a casual then maybe humorous tone it will help paint the picture of a deranged villain who is unstable. And then paint the words of my characters ambitions with a determination and seriousness to override the mixture of emotions. I feel that if I perform all these emotions well I will be able to sway the audience to empathize and despise my character at different points within my speech. 
I will be sitting down alone imagining my character looking in a mirror I imagine him looking at himself shaving and this gives him a private opportunity to himself and the audience as no other character is present. I feel that this is an appropriate way to perform it as the audience would understand that he is alone and feel that only they the audience and character know of his plan. 

 


























[bookmark: _Hlk500960055]I'll make my heaven to dream upon the crown, - Frustration/Desire * Visible exasperated breath 
And, whiles I live, to account this world but hell, - Upset and Lost * Look to the sides
Until my mis-shaped trunk that bears this head – Humour because he has long accepted who he is * shrug shoulders 
Be round impaled with a glorious crown. – Desire * Look up visualising the goal 
And yet I know not how to get the crown, - Bafflement * Bite my nails
For many lives stand between me and home: - Realisation and accepting the task at hand * nod of head
And I,—like one lost in a thorny wood, - Honest empathy * clench my hands and twist 
That rends the thorns and is rent with the thorns, Revealing his ugly self and the sense that he’s at home and comfortable with it * Clenched and twisted/ Untwisting 
Seeking a way and straying from the way; - The ups and downs of what’s to come * Use my hands to gesture the seeking away and straying from the way because I feel that this might add some humor 
Not knowing how to find the open air, - Lost * I will sink and become low to match how my vocals are 
But toiling desperately to find it out,— - determination * clench a fist
Torment myself to catch the English crown: -desire * reach out 
And from that torment I will free myself, - Honest trueness and Fact! I feel that this is the point where he truly intends and realisation * eye contact with a point of the audience and a nod 
Or hew my way out with a bloody axe. -  Evil Intentions * a quick aggressive movement 
Why, I can smile, and murder whiles I smile, - Sureness/Deranged * soft movement
And cry 'Content' to that which grieves my heart, - Fake over the top being upset which will contradict my character earlier emotions with being upset * tilt my head to one side 
And wet my cheeks with artificial tears, - Fake upset * lick my finger and wet my cheek 
And frame my face to all occasions. - Quick snap out of the fake upset showing how adaptable my character is * look of to the side as if posing for a painting 
I'll drown more sailors than the mermaid shall; Fact * Nod
I'll slay more gazers than the basilisk;- Humour * hand in the air and shake the finger playfully 
I'll play the orator as well as Nestor, - Proud * from pointed finger to as if I’m holding a skull 
Deceive more slily than Ulysses could, - Fact * say through gritted teeth 
And, like a Sinon, take another Troy. - Gloating * raised hands 
I can add colours to the chameleon, - dark/fact * 
Change shapes with Proteus for advantages, * Pull my shoulder down to uncover the disfiguration 
And set the murderous Machiavel to school. Humour * a laugh 
Can I do this, and cannot get a crown? - Ask the question quietly * lean in 
Tut, were it farther off, I'll pluck it down. - Humour/Darkness * shake head then nod
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Section 3
Analyse phycological and emotional situation within the speech?
In this speech we see Richard III open up and share his thoughts and plotting to what he wants to achieve which is the English Crown, We see the progression in the speech of how actually determined he is to “catch the crown” and get an insight to the characters back story and frustrations with the life he has been given, reference his disability and how unhappy he is in the moment and if only he could achieve this ambition of catching the crown it would make him complete and happy. His Physiological situation is very unstable and could be ready to snap at any situation we know this by the line “Or Hew my Way out with a Bloody Axe” which shows how dangerous he is also how intellectual he is with his knowledge of history such as “set the murderous Machiavel to school” and “Like a Sinon Take another Troy “, It’s an eye-opener to see that he seems to be interested in history mentioned is that includes deception and murder. And in the quick delivery, it suggests that he has a lot more knowledge in this area with how quick he fires them off in his speech. This tells us of a long history of planning and plotting evil things. I feel that he researches this kind of history to submerge himself in betrayal and violence almost to make himself ready for what’s to come “for there are many lives between me and home”. My character is more at home and comfortable at wartime as he sees himself harshly as a monster with the nature of his disability. I feel that he has been perceived as a monster for so long he has become one. And he would be living within medieval times historically and it is well known that a child who was born with such a disability was evil or a curse. Living with this for all your life must have taken its toll on Richard III mental state and I imagine at some point in his life he will realise that that’s all he’s good for and accepts it. I will use this observation in my speech as a point of realisation with the line “ and from that torment, I will free myself".







Section 4

Analyse Dramatic language and how to utilize it? 
The language in this monologue is very dramatic as required, I will find and isolate these words within the lines. I need to do this to paint the words and by painting these words I will achieve my emotions that I want to display. By emphasizing the words, I found that it helped me learn the speech and gave me more of a journey. Also by identifying these words, you can look at adding pauses to break up the speech with pauses becoming a new thought. These Dramatic pauses are important because it brings my character to life and the lines become more natural as though the character has just thought them and delivered them I feel that this spontaneity suits my character as it serves him well in displaying his deranged psychological health. I feel that the disconnect by displaying some of the most dramatic lines with Humour or a casual attitude will also be effective to further cement the instability of my character. I will paint words with how they sound using my experience from the Laban and actions workshop with Yvonne Murphy such as “slyly” this will provoke the audience to really think and feel how I intend them to a possibly provoke some feelings and at the very least believe that my character means it. My humour within this speech and how I can heighten it still for example with the line “why I can smile “I can smile wait for a reaction while I break the fourth wall and look like I don’t get a reaction and go into a dark delivery for my next line as if my character believes he’s funny and then quickly goes to his safety feeling which is evil. This adds more layers to my character which would initially just of been one emotion. This proves how really in-depth you can go and how to utilize the dramatic language 








Section 5

Analyse the acting area of Elizabethan and Jacobean theatre and how you have utilized or varied from it in the performance?
Doing a presentation on Elizabethan and Jacobean theatre has made me understand how an actor would perform in Shakespearian times and the most important information I have taken and applied and will continue to apply to my Shakespeare work is that there was a strong sense of Competitiveness between actors as they would hardly rehearse together they would go away learn their lines and ques, then perform them together to a live audience. Live audiences then were much different than today where they would move and support and follow actors on stage, and the actors would compete for their attention. Which would spur on the actors to win the audiences around and in my opinion, I believe that Villains would benefit from this the most creating a paradox within the character although he is a Villain he is only doing right by him. This Paradox is an interesting concept as the audience sees Richard III troubles and almost sides and supports his evil endeavors. I believe the aim is to create conflict within the audience members by swaying them to love and hate the character. I feel that the more Human and relatable a character is certainly a Shakespeare villain the more effective this method becomes. Also, to achieve this you need to break the fourth wall and make eye contact with audience with the goals of making them empathise and to shock them. This really fascinates me and is the main reason why I’m excited by this module and I feel it’s a great approach to acting in theatre’s which still stands to this day. The dramatic language needs to be performed in a Heighten manner to make sense of the speech. I find this hard at first as I believe I’m a more of a naturalistic actor and making the adjustment to fill a stage as if I was performing in Shakespearian times. I thought that reading and performing Jacques Speak the Speech gave me clues in performing Shakespeare in this heighten manner without over acting. This was useful to me as after examining this scene I identified what my mental block was and that was the fear of over acting I found the Humour in this scene of a director to an actor very intriguing, and generally funny, this gave me a lot of confidence in Shakespeare’s work as it carry’s on even in today's world.
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