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AIM(S)

· To provide students with the opportunity to engage in a substantial self-managed research project in a field of study related to youth work Principles and Practice.

· To build on concepts, skills and techniques developed in previous modules, and for students to demonstrate the ability to direct their own studies and to provide students with the knowledge and understanding of the importance of ethical principles within the social research framework. 

LEARNING OUTCOMES

Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to demonstrate the ability to:

1. Critically evaluate selected key concepts and research findings within the field of youth work.

2. Apply research and evaluation skills, within relevant ethical codes, to formulate and answer to a self-determined research question.

3. Critically analyse research data or literature and draw out the implications for policy and professional practice.

4. Demonstrate a critical understanding of the complexity of the research process and demonstrate the ability to reflect critically about the process of carrying out their own study.

5. Organise their knowledge and learning through use of a range of information resources, and present their work appropriately, and reflect upon sustainable literacy skills developed. 

INDICATIVE CONTENT

· Identification of worthwhile and feasible foci for individual projects.

· Development, sharing and refining of a research proposal.

· Examination of the process of linking theoretical aspects of research foci: literature and research questions.

· Designing, sharing, and piloting data gathering instruments to address research foci.

· Addressing ethical issues in collecting data.

· Consideration of the levels of analysis and methods of presenting data.

· Dissemination and application of research findings in relation to students’ youth work practice. 

LEARNING AND TEACHING STRATEGY

Lectures will introduce the students to the principles of and methodology of carrying out applied research. Students will be expected to engage in independent study— group and individual tutorials will be provided to support the student. 

Allocation of teaching to deliver the module are:

	Activity type
	Hours
	Percentage

	Scheduled learning
	20
	10%

	Independent learning
	180
	90%

	Placement learning
	
	

	TOTAL
	200
	100%


ASSESSMENT

Assessment Component 1 – 10% 

Coursework: Project proposal and ethical considerations (1000 words)

Exemplar: An outline of the project proposal that includes a rationale for the choice of focus for the applied research and critical discussion of ethical issues. 

Assessment Component 2 – 90% 

Coursework:  Applied Research project (4500 words)
Exemplar: A project portfolio that outlines the following:

· Literature review of topic chosen

· Methodology for data collection 

· Presentation of results 

· Discussion, critical reflection, conclusions

· Recommendations for practice 

Assessment Summary

	Activity type
	Percentage

	Written
	

	Coursework
	100%

	Practical
	

	TOTAL
	100%
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