Examine the concept of “policing by consent,” why is it important and how does it impact society. Consider the impact of past historical incidents and their role in shaping the idea of “policing by consent.” 
The concept of "policing by consent" is a fundamental principle in the United Kingdom that underpins the relationship between the police department and the public. This principle is crucial in ensuring that the police operate with legitimacy, accountability, and trust from the community they serve. Policing by consent is vital in maintaining a democratic and just society as it fosters a positive relationship between the police and the public which is especially important because when the community trusts and supports the police, it leads to greater cooperation, crime prevention and overall public well-being. it also helps to promote a collaborative approach to law enforcement which benefits both, the police, and the community that they serve.
Policing by consent is a fundamental principle that underpins modern democratic societies (Dom Watts, 2023 p1). Policing by consent is an important concept in law enforcement which emphasises the idea that the power of the police comes from the consent of the public they serve. This means that the police rely on the cooperation and support from all the communities to carry out their duties effectively and safely so that no one gets harmed. Policing by consent is important in many ways.
When the police operate with the consent of the public, it helps to build trust and legitimacy in the community. This leads to better cooperation between the police and the public and eventually, a safer and more secure society for everybody. Policing by consent also requires the police to be accountable to the public they serve. This means that police enforcement can carry out their function's rests on ‘public approval of their existence, actions and behaviour.’ (Gil Richards, 2022).
When police forces have the support and cooperation from the community, they are more likely to be effective in preventing crimes and continuing public order. For this reason, community members are more likely to report crimes, provide information to the police and work with them to address issues that they are aware of around their neighbourhood. Gaining support from the community, law enforcement agencies can lead to more effective strategies. Local police forces use their knowledge of their communities to inform their actions. Maintaining this close relationship with the public is part of the notion of policing by consent and reinforces the principle that the police are members of the public.
The concept of Policing by Consent dates to 1820. It recognises the power of the police to execute their functions and fulfil their duties is wholly reliant on public approval of police officers as law enforcers, police conduct and actions and the ability of police officers to secure and maintain public respect. secure the willing co-operation of the public whilst executing their duty to uphold the law, treat everyone equally, only use police force where necessary to achieve police objectives and be ready to offer individual sacrifice to protect and preserve life. Advice and warning are found to be insufficient to obtain public co-operation to an extent necessary to secure observance of law or to restore order, and to use only the minimum degree of physical force which is necessary on any occasion for achieving a police objective. (GOV.UK, 2012). The UK is widely recognised as the home of the first modern police force. Trust in policing is what provides its legitimacy.
Policing by consent impacts communities in several ways. Policing by consent encourages community engagement and involvement in crime prevention efforts which creates a safer and more cohesive society When the police have the consent of the public, it can help reduce tensions and conflicts between law enforcement and community members, this is very crucial as the police need to be able to have the public’s trust. Without public trust, citizens are less likely to report crimes to police or cooperate with investigations. (Richard Brown, 2023). Policing by consent promotes the protection of individual rights and freedoms, as the police perform within the boundaries of and keep into consideration public consent.
In recent years, there has been a series of high-profile cases of serious failings, misconduct and illegal behaviour by serving police officers. This has led to commitments from government and policing bodies to tackle this issue and has resulted in the launch of several inquiries. The policing model in the UK is built on the principle of ‘policing by consent’. This is a concept derived from the nine 'general instructions’ given to the first police officers of the Metropolitan police service (MPS) in 1829. (Sarah Tudor, 2023). The College of Policing’s code of ethics state that to demonstrate they are applying the law fairly, police forces should operate with transparency. Forces are required to provide certain data about their use of powers to the Home Office. Under section 34 of the Police Reform and Social Responsibility Act 2011, they must also give the public opportunity to receive information about their local force and to comment on policing in their area.
The principle of policing by consent relies on the trust and confidence that the public has in the police service and the wider law enforcement community. Professional standards departments (PSDs) can play an important role in the maintenance of that trust and confidence. (College of policing, 2015). Trust and confidence can be undermined by a failure to vet and manage misconduct and complaints or investigate counter-corruption activities effectively.
Policing by consent has been the central philosophy around which policing in Britain is organised. This means that the police base their legitimacy on having the confidence of the public, rather than imposing order through sheer force alone. And yet for those used to witnessing police violence, and to having police power enforced against them, it can be hard to believe that their consent matters. (Mediocre Dave, 2021). Policing by consent is therefore treated by some as an ideal standard the police must be held to, and by others an impossibility. Both these criticisms miss the mark. The public truly does consent to policing, and, in fact, this is fundamental to maintaining the state’s authority.
The Hillsborough Disaster which happened in 1998 highlights the importance of holding the police accountable for their actions regarding human rights and ensuring that law enforcement operates within the boundaries of the law and public perception. This case has profoundly influenced the concept of policing by consent. The tragic events at Hillsborough Stadium in the UK exposed failures in police crowd control and emergency response. This promoted a revolution of policing practises and the importance of public trust.
Another historical incident which profoundly influenced the concept of policing by consent is the Stephen Lawrence case. This case involved an 18-year-old black male who was killed by a gang of white men in a racist attack in Southeast London back in 1993. The case highlighted systemic failures in the police investigation of a racially motivated murder and sparked significant changes in policing practices, accountability, and community relations. There are many ways how the Stephen Lawrence case impacted the concept of policing by consent. 
Firstly, the mishandling of the Stephen Lawrence case exposed institutional racism within the Metropolitan Police and raised concerns about police accountability. The lack of a thorough investigation and failure to bring the perpetrators to justice eroded public trust in the police and highlighted the need for greater accountability in law enforcement (Joseph Lee, 2023). The Stephen Lawrence case shattered the trust and confidence of the Black community in the police. The lack of responsiveness to the concerns of the Lawrence family and the community further emphasised the importance of building trust and cooperation between the police and the public to ensure effective policing by consent.
The Macpherson Report, which investigated the handling of the Stephen Lawrence case, recognised the existence of institutional racism within the police force and called for cultural change to address these issues. The report highlighted the importance of diversity, equality, and fairness in policing practices to gain the consent and support of all communities. “Increase trust and confidence in policing amongst minority ethnic communities. However, twenty-two years on, evidence to our inquiry shows that there is a significant problem with confidence in the police within Black communities, particularly among young people.” (UK Parliament, 2021).
Following the Stephen Lawrence case, there was a greater emphasis on community engagement and involvement in policing strategies. Building positive relationships with diverse communities became a priority for law enforcement agencies to improve cooperation, address concerns, and prevent future incidents of discrimination or injustice. The Stephen Lawrence case prompted legal reforms in the UK, including changes to the double jeopardy law and the introduction of the Criminal Justice Act 2003, which allowed for retrials in cases where new evidence emerged. These reforms aimed to ensure that justice could be served in cases where there had been failures in the initial investigation.
The Stephen Lawrence case had a profound impact on the concept of policing by consent by highlighting the importance of accountability, trust, community engagement, and cultural change within law enforcement agencies. The case served as a catalyst for reforms and initiatives to address systemic issues and improve police-community relations in the UK. (Hugh Muir, 2012).
In conclusion, the concept of policing by consent is essential in shaping the relationship between law enforcement and society in the UK. By upholding this principle and learning from past historical incidents, the police can work towards a more effective, transparent, and community-oriented approach to policing that serves the best interests of all individuals and making sure no more incidents like the Stephen Lawrence case happen again.
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