[bookmark: _GoBack]What I will be stepping into will be both cultural and generational differences, media, and the acceptance of homosexuality as a whole. Why is it important now? Homosexuality today and even within the past century have had strong, discriminative, negative views against it. It had developed to the point where even holding hands with the same sex would be punished with abuse or even death. If we look back further, we would see the story of those times through the artwork, periods of time where they do no discourage homosexuality and sex but rather the opposite. They encourage it. Sex and any act of love as a whole, in groups or pairs, with men or women, were seen worth creating a timeless piece out of.
Today, we are ever so slowly inching back to the acceptance of something normal, something that shouldn't have been discriminated against in the beginning.  I will be showing (and looking into) how homosexuality is conveyed through different centuries and/ or medias of art. 
We live in a society in which sexual difference is officially recognised, if not always accepted. I hope that this exhibition speaks to the audience about sexual difference. Queer history is as much a history as human history as whole and shows an emotional terrain in the art world. Ech artistic piece can tell a story of romance, isolation, betrayal and defiance. 
Homosexuality is not uncommon, it never has been or never will be. Homosexuality itself has been around for maybe as long as humans have been around, perhaps even longer. Animals such as penguins and even mammals like lions or dolphins show homosexual behaviour. Great evidence and example of this can be of the popular penguin pair Roy and Silo in New York City's Central Park Zoo. The idea of homosexual/ same sex couples both in the animal kingdom and our own have been perceived as normal and did not even gain its own term and being something separate until much later. It was never thought much of. It's even proven that in ancient Rome or Greece that "Neither the Greeks or the Romans had a concept of homosexuality or heterosexuality." And "Men were assumed to be attracted to both males and females, and to express a preference for just one sex was considered eccentric." How this fits into art, I will go into later with my first piece that I decided fits the show.  I did not wish to have an organised show. I did not wish to follow a timeline or step into one culture into the next. Rather, I believe that homosexuality and art as both separate things are timeless and should not be tracked, organised or timed. 
Homosexuality as a term was not made until the 19th century by a German psychologist named Keroly Maria Benkert. And although the term is relatively new, same sex attraction has had its occasional philosophical discussion for many years before. Even Plato himself had discussion of it within 'Symposium', a book written by him. Phaedrus in his own entry begins by saying that "Love is one of the oldest of the gods, and the one that does the most to promote virtue in people. Pausanias follows Phaedrus, drawing a distinction between Common Love, which involves simple and mindless desire, and Heavenly Love, which always takes place between a man and a boy."
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The Warren Cup (1-20 CE) is a silver drinking cup with carvings of homosexual acts all around it. The scenery and the hairstyles suggest a brothel, or the fact that the 'bottom' half of the pairs are slaves or prostitutes.  Prostitution with men was legal back in ancient Greece/Rome, even with men. In fact, such a subject could even be more amusing than disgusting to both writers and artists. And so, they were depicted onto dishware as a slight gimmick or conversation starter, seen as morally uplifting. These images or depictions were dignified, to the point where it was suitable for tombs.  
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Chigo no Soshi (1321) is an inked handscroll that is displayed and preserved at Sanbo-in, Daigo-ji temple, Kyoto,Japan. The scroll shows eighteen buddhist acolytes with temple servants or priests; five short ribald narratives; numerous inscribed comments and conversations surrounding the scenes. Homosexuality among men that was perceived as normal were associated with all-male monasteries and military communities of samurai. Both monks and knights would adopt youth who they would mentor. This eventually would blossom into a sexual relationship. Though, "Buddhist monks and priests were also supposed to take vows of celibacy. This, of course, included both heterosexual and homosexual activity. That being said, there were definite ideas about which was worse. Heterosexual activity was actually the greater offense, as Buddhism considered women to be "evil and defiling" by nature." Therefore, they had turned to homosexuality as it was seen as a much less greater offence. 
[image: ] 
The Crowning of  Mirtillo (1640-1670) painted by Jacob Van Loo is an oil on canvas painting that illustrated a moment from the play 'The Faithful Shepard'. In which Amarylls is kissed by the shepherd Mirtillo who disguised himself as a woman in order to win a kissing competition among the shepherdesses of Arcadia.  A popular artist around this time named Francoiu Bocher (1703-1770) had suggested depicting classical myths and stories that involved women embracing should or would be interrupted by a man. It did not matter how, should it be that he steps in or is in disguise.  In other words, it is him and a handful of other artists (including Jacob) that were forcing a more heterosexual conclusion. 
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Johnathan's Token to David by Fredric Leighton  (C.1868) Is another oil on canvas painting, and one that I am personally passionate about. Leighton shows the biblical pair after their separation due to Saul's murderous jealousy over David's popularity and divine favour. Jonathan is posed to fire arrows into the woods hiding David so that, pretending to dispatch his youthful attendant to retrieve the arrows. He can send the devastating message that his friend must flee. This scene of frustrated love and communication proceeds the parting of Jonathan and David when, the bible says, quote "they kissed one another and wept one with another" - '1 Samuel 20;18 –41'.   
Those that use Christianity as an excuse to discriminate against homosexuals have not looked into the heart-breaking story of Johnathan and David.  "the soul of Jonathan was knit with the soul of David and Jonathan loved him as his own soul" - '1 Samuel 18:1'
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Collection of photos of marchers wearing printed T-Shirts of the group's slogans and graphics at the 1989 Gay Pride March, New York City.  July 25th 1989, around 1000 gay men and lesbians, along with their supporter's march through 60 blocks to re-enact one of the first ever Gay Rights marches in New York City.  By the end of 1980s began the debate of discrimination against homosexuality, the sudden acts of homophobia coming on strong in the community.  Pride had allowed homosexuals to feel free to be what they are and feel proud after being oppressed and discriminated against for years. Local schools would even fire teachers that would speak out against homophobia at some point.
The layout of the exhibition.
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