This exhibition proposal is directed at the Board of Trustees and the Senior Staff of the Ulster Museum, Belfast. The reason as to why these particular groups have been selected is because they run the facility and would have the authority to enact this proposal, and would also have the interest to do so because they would want to increase foot traffic within the museum, as that has the possibility of increasing donations and perhaps purchases within the gift shop and café. By increasing foot traffic and revenue, this could increase others interest in displaying their exhibitions within the museum and could also increase the funding to the museum. 

Proposal for Exhibition: Step through Time: Discover the Life of the Mummy 
Research, Innovation and Display. The three components that will revamp the permanent exhibition of Takabuti’s Mummy and renew the general public’s interest in the history of ancient Egypt, as well as creating a renewed median in which those that are knowledgeable in the culture and history of ancient Egypt can experience the history of these artifacts. 
The research component is fairly simple in that all that is required is a detailed project that would research all of the artifacts that are currently on display as part of the Takabuti: Life and Death in Ancient Egypt exhibition and perhaps other related artifacts that are housed by the Ulster Museum. The information collected from this project will enable us to display concise and interesting facts about the artifacts, and through the second component, innovation, we can display the full history on a digital platform so as not visually bombard the visitors with copious amounts of text.
This digital platform, as part of the innovation component of this proposal, would be accessible through interactive touch screen terminals throughout the exhibition, as well as within a new section of the NMNI website. As stated above, this would mean that the full history of the artifacts could be displayed through the digital platform which would mean that the visitors would be able to understand the importance of ritual objects and how similar the more mundane objects are in terms of use to things we use today. This means that the visitor in essence would have a more complete understanding of the ancient civilisation, which would fulfil the museums prime objective of educating the public.
The display component of this exhibition proposal is more extensive. To display this exhibition in such a way that will engage the visitors. Within a large exhibition room, I propose creating three rooms, varying in size, with false walls in order to highlight different themes within the exhibition appropriately. When stepping into the exhibition there will be an option to go left or right, towards the biggest room that will display artifacts related to everyday life, or towards one of the two smaller rooms which would feature displays directly related to the autopsy of Takabuti’s mummy, in between these two rooms would be the ‘tomb’ that would display both Takabuti, her coffin and the coffin of Tjesmutperet. Now that we have the orientation figured out the organisation and display of the artifacts should be discussed. In regards to the room that would display the artifacts associated with everyday life within ancient Egypt, it would be the largest room of the three within exhibition, brightly lit and open. The entrance should be “guarded” by two sketches on either side of what the rest of the statue of the hand fragment currently on display would have looked like in actuality, in all its 19-meter glory.  Within the room there should be displays and dioramas of certain aspects of ancient Egypt such as the pyramids, the Nile, temples etc, with explanations as to the importance of each within ancient Egyptian culture, with further information on the digital platforms. These more tangible displays should hold more interest than pictures of the equivalent, as people can get more of a sense of scale. Furthermore, the artifacts should be displayed throughout the room, either in groups or on individual displays depending on their rarity or importance. On one portion of the room there should be a display that denotes the mummification process, the last step within an ancient Egyptians life cycle before they move on to the afterlife. This display should not be graphic, perhaps more of a cartoon version to illustrate what the textual component that will say, for a more detailed or life like version of this subject the visitors should look to the digital platforms. 
Beside the mummification display would be a short corridor that would lead into a tomb like room that is not accessible from the entrance into the exhibit, nor can it be viewed except by entering into the room itself. The reason for this is that although the majority of the general public are fascinated with mummies this does not mean that not every person would be comfortable with viewing the desiccated remains of a 2,600-year-old woman. Furthermore, having the room only lit by the spotlights on the artifacts, that are specifically those that would be found within a tomb setting, creates a more respectful area in which to display the artifacts, thus being more culturally sensitive towards the remains of the deceased on display. There is another exit to this part of the exhibition that would lead into the third room that would be brightly lit and display the findings of the autopsy of Takabuti’s mummy, as well as the documentary that is displayed within the current exhibition. The exit from this display which also acts as an entrance enables the visitor to experience the display from different historical periods, thus tying in the title of this revamped exhibition, Step through Time: Discover the life of the Mummy. 











Appendices
Appendix 1: Possible Expenses 
Constructed aspects: The price of false walls or constructed walls will need to be researched and compared against different institutions pricing in order to gain the best quality workmanship at the lowest possible cost. The same will need to be said for the constructed display cases, however, some of those display cases could be sourced from the previous exhibition and used within the middle room of the new exhibition, otherwise known as the tomb as it is one of the smaller display rooms and would have the objects lining the wall. Other constructed aspects that will need to be costed will be the podiums for the objects as well as the display boards.
Electronic aspects: The different types of lighting for the three display rooms will need to be costed as within the biggest room of the exhibition that displays everyday life objects will be brightly lit, the room that displays the autopsy results will also be brightly lit, however the tomb like room will be kept dark with only the objects lit from above by spotlights, to create atmosphere. A big cost will come from the touch screen digital platforms that will be used to display the information about the objects and other themes related to ancient Egypt, the cost of these objects will need to be compared against multiple company’s pricing of the same equipment, this needs to be done in order to find the best quality equipment. Another screen that will need to be costed will the screen that will display the documentary of the autopsy report as this needs to be much bigger than the current screen used to display this information in the current exhibition. 

Appendix 2: Exhibition Layout and Display
Appendix 2. A: Entrance to Exhibition
[image: ]

Appendix 2. B: Everyday Life of Ancient Egypt Portion of Exhibition 
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Appendix 2. C: Tomb portion of Exhibition 
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Appendix 2. D: Autopsy Display of Exhibition
[image: ]
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