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Reflection



Research topic:

Relationship between corporate reputation and employer attractiveness to job seeking students




Hypothesis:	

There is relationship between corporate reputation and employer attractiveness to job seeking students




Objectives:	

1. Develop a survey instrument and research strategy (including sampling and analysis) to test the hypothesis: and

2. Pre-test the instrument and check for robustness.
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1. Overall reflection

This is my overall reflection after the module of Quantitative Research Methods.  It is the last of the six modules in Part I (Level 7) programme of Doctor of Business Administration that I have attended.  Upon completion of this assignment with board approval, I will proceed to Part II (Part 8) of the programme in preparation for Dissertation Paper on the Doctoral Research.

During the past year that I spent late nights and weekends to complete the assignments for the six modules, I continuously queried myself whether I could meet the stringent standard for the completion of the doctoral programme.  It will be a long journey that requires relentless efforts and determination to complete the doctoral research.  Ultimately is it worth all the efforts especially doctoral qualification is not paramount important for the career development in the coming future.

I have gained a lot of knowledge from the past six modules, three modules on the field of study of business administration and three modules on the theoretical and methodological approaches of academic communication.  I was amazed with all the research studies in the literature review.   I found not enough time to go through all the required readings before I start to work on the assignments.  The problem area was the high similarity results on my assignments submitted as substantial materials were adopted from the existing literature.  I should have spent more time to re-organise the relevant literature materials and do all the rephrasing and abstraction and elaboration before converting to the assignment and research reports.  In the upcoming dissertation on the large-scale research, I should start the work early to ensure the materials are correctly cited and quoted in the research report.  And I should find ways to produce original work in the research report and hopefully will make a contribution to the research study.



2. Quantitative Research Approach

My research interest is the corporate social responsibilities and sustainability development.  However, I have no clue yet how to narrow the topic down to the feasible research study. 

I am concerned with the short-term business gains of organisations with the detrimental effects to society.  The young generations are more educated and affluent than the previous generations, they should be more supportive of the activities for good social cause.  I will continue the literature review to find the under-researched field and would attempt to work on the feasible research study in the related area.

The collection of primary data is also my concern as I need to contact the subjects to collect the data.  I prefer the quantitative research method rather than the qualitative research method.  I am more confident to analysis the data collected from survey rather than from focus groups.  This implies that I will adopt the deductive research approach and need to start with the concept and hypothesis.  The hypothesis development will hinge on the literature review of the existing theoretical framework done by the previous scholars and practitioners.  

During the pilot test, the questionnaire is distributed in the electronic platform of Google Form.  I will enquire about the permitted distribution and collection methods for the questionnaire in the large-scale research study.  And I will try to construct the questionnaire instead of directly quoting the constructs from the existing literature as in the pilot test of the assignment.  

I need to ascertain the extent of validity tests and reliability tests required to be performed before data analysis will be done in the large-scale research study.  The validity and reliability tests are very time-consuming and may delay the progress of the research results.  To avoid undue delay by the tests, I might refer to the existing literature on the constructs and extend the work to the field not yet explored or explained.


3. Usage of SPSS Statistical Package

For the assignment purpose, the SPSS package is used under the 14-day free trial period.  I need to rent the package in the future and practise more on the SPSS system with different functions.  Only the internal consistency reliability test has been done in the assignment.  I envisage that there will be a lot more functions in the SPSS package to be used in the large-scale research.  I should allow enough time for the trial and error in using the SPSS system.


4. Time management and academic writing

It is very stressful to deal with the in-class test on quantitative research methods, the construction and distribution of the instruments, the using of SPSS system for data analysis and the completion of the assignment within a short period of time.  It required a good time management to meet the needs of my full-time job, the family and the DBA programme.  All the leisure time, including the Easter holiday, have been sacrificed and I hope that the benefits gained from the programme will be seen in the personal development and progress in the future.

It is not easy to report the results on the quantitative research methods.  After the results are shown in the table, I don’t know what to report and how to report the results by words.  Further improvements will be required on the reporting of results in quantitative research methods.

Also, I hope to strengthen my writing skill by more reading and practice.  The writing method used in the full-time job differ from that of academic writing.  In the daily office work, we make short, precise and concise sentences to ensure quick understanding by the colleagues and supervisors.  This style does not work well in the academic writing.  There are a lot more for me to learn on the academic writing when I work on the large-scale research report.
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