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	Title of Dissertation: 
Disconnected morality in an age of anthropogenic climate change.


	Aims and Objectives:
1. To foreground that anthropogenic climate change is now undeniable and that the very existence of human beings poses a deadly threat to the continuation of life forms on this planet.
2. To outline that efforts to mitigate climate change have been ineffectual hitherto and – that while it may be possible still to reduce some impacts – the inevitable outcomes will force human beings to adapt to profoundly altered ways of living.
3. To propose that, in order to successfully adapt to the dire consequences of anthropogenic climate change and protect other life forms, human beings need to radically and urgently revise their moral frameworks - that a combination of eco-stoicism and environmental virtue ethics may offer the most rational chance of preventing catastrophe. 


	Abstract (approximately 500 words):

Since the 1960s, warnings about climate change induced by human activity have been issued by scientists, environmental activists, philosophers and others. In recent decades, with the growth of a scientific consensus that catastrophic and irreversible consequences for planetary life are inevitable unless urgent steps are taken, inter alia, to curtail fossil fuel emissions, halt chemical and plastic pollution, and reverse deforestation, nations have come under pressure to take preventative action. Attempts to agree upon the necessary interventions, through the International Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) and the United Nations (UN) have proved contentious and unenforceable. While negotiations continue amid calls for more rapid and comprehensive measures, many experts believe that the interventions are too weak and too late. Some current changes - for example, the melting of glaciers and the warming of oceans - are ‘trigger points’, initiating transformative processes that cannot be reversed within foreseeable time frames.

Alongside the macro-negotiations, individual responsibility has been emphasized, with citizens enjoined to recycle, consume less meat, buy electric vehicles, and plant trees. However, there has been insufficient focus on the fundamental reason for the current environmental problems, which is the very existence of the human species. Our species has evolved extremely fast in a fraction of geological time and, in the last 200-300 years, by harnessing fossil fuels, exploiting natural resources, and developing the means of industrialized, mass-production of food and goods, has created potential denouement for all forms of planetary life.  

The speed of the transmutation has meant that the human species - social animals with the capacity to reason and plan - has outgrown the long-established, pre-industrial morality that governed its behaviour.  In the Western world, that morality, an amalgam of religious belief and ethical reasoning, had developed over several thousand years but retained the foundational elements that provided considerable consistency across that time span. Those elements have been eroded by advances in knowledge and technology, by growing secularization, and former constraints on behaviour have been subverted by demand-side morality; that is to say, by the belief of the majority of the public, corporate interests, and elected politicians, that current life styles in the developed world, based upon the consumption of goods and services, can continue to expand exponentially, with minimal adjustment and mitigation, through developments in technology and production. However, the consequences of anthropogenic climate change are certain to pre-empt the informal strategy of adjustment and mitigation that seeks to maintain current patterns of existence. Instead, humans will be forced to adapt to new conditions that require radical changes in lifestyles.  Exposed to circumstances, in which resources are scarce or unavailable, when clean air, food, fuel, water, shelter and other basic necessities become the dominant concerns, predictably human societies will experience fundamental shifts in morality.  This paper argues that the transformation in values, in which we may become persons who endeavour to protect rather than destroy the biosphere, requires a temperate morality best achieved through adopting an environmental virtue ethics accompanied by practising forms of eco-stoicism that enable us to accept what is now beyond our control.
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