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WHAT IS ‘CRITICAL REVIEW’?					
In traditional academic terms, a ‘critical review’ is when a formal discussion of the contents, implications and quality of an academic or professional text occurs. This review may take the form of a non-fiction book, an essay or a journal article. Sometimes, non-text materials – for example, films, podcasts, vodcasts, etc. – are also discussed using this formal model of reviewing. 

A critical review is not a book report, literary analysis, literary review, movie review, or other arts reviews that works in tandem with elements of literature or art. It is not to be linked to your Major Research Project directly. Rather, your critical review will aim to be a thorough, formal discussion of your work based upon your own working practices that uses a variety of critical-thinking tools. These tools include a) a logical and accurate summary; b) discussions and analysis of arguments, implications and responses; c) evaluative weighing of the quality of writing, organisation and contents.

The Critical Review module that you are undertaking aims to foster a sense of self-critical evaluation, reflection and interpretation that is relevant to your own individual practices. As academic and practice-based students, you will have already encountered a wide range of theoretical positions and technical ways of approaching your studies. You will have been given the opportunity to construct your work from a theorist’s position, a technical standpoint, or a mix of both. These methods have ensured that you engage with the subject under investigation in a variety of ways, and that these methods can be seen to become a part of your wider academic learning experience. However, Critical Review aims to challenge you, the student, to identify, understand and contextualise underlying patterns within your own work so that you can go on to construct sustainable practices in your chosen field.

LEARNING OUTCOMES
Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to demonstrate the ability to:
a) Originate and effectively communicate critical evaluation, reflection, and interpretation relevant to their individual professional practices.
b) Deconstruct and defend aesthetic and technical patterns in their work.

LEARNING AND TEACHING STRATEGY
During the year, students will attend a series of lectures, tutorials, seminars and workshops, all of which provide developmental stimuli and contextualisation allowing each student to explore their creative practice beyond the parameters of their normal subject discipline. The evidence of researching a topic – in this case, their own practice – and exploring alternative ways of thinking about it is recorded in the module assignments.
The allocation of teaching to deliver this module is:



	Activity type
	Hours
	Percentage

	Scheduled learning
	48
	24

	Independent learning
	152
	76

	Placement learning
	
	

	TOTAL
	200
	100%




LECTURES
The module comprises of 12 weekly sessions. Each session is timetabled for Fridays, 9am-1pm in AC201. Four hours have been put aside in the timetable for these lectures, which will be a combination of lecture, workshop and tutorial. The module’s weekly topics are as follows:

	SESSION
	SUBJECT

	 1
	Introducing the Module and Critical Research

	2
	Critical writing 

	3
	Curatorship 1

	4
	Curatorship 2

	5
	Tutorials

	6
	Presentations

	7
	Presentations

	8
	Tutorials

	9
	Academic writing for Critical Review

	10
	Tutorials

	11
	Tutorials

	12
	Deadline and exhibition talk



SUPERVISION

Every student has a personal Critical Review supervisor. This supervisor will oversee the development of the student’s work, and will provide comments and written feedback on said work where applicable. Students will meet with their supervisor for one-to-one sessions when and where applicable. These supervisory sessions will be arranged between the student and their supervisor. Please check Moodle notifications for details.

Remember that regular supervision is fundamental in producing good work, and the responsibility for attendance lies with the student. If you cannot attend the tutorial meeting, you must notify your supervisor within a suitable timescale. Please note that whilst every opportunity will be given for a tutorial to be rescheduled, there may be occasions where this may not be able to be done. 

Good Supervision

Your Critical Review supervisor is an academic member of the School of Film and Digital Media. They will:
· Advise on the appropriateness of research

· Help develop, extend and mature a studentʼs critical point of view, and advise on organising time and material

· Help with written communication skills – but will not proofread.

· Encourage appropriate use and acknowledgment of source materials, and give advice on presentation

· Give feedback on the strengths and/or weaknesses of work.
To ensure that you get the most out of your tutorials, the following areas are to be taken into consideration when meeting your supervisor:
 

	Prepare a list of questions for the tutorial. The student must be prepared to be questioned about the material submitted for the tutorial.

Remember to demonstrate your ideas through relevant materials - notes, images, articles etc. – and be able to incorporate them into your discussions.

	If you and your supervisor agree that you can submit drafts of work prior to tutorials, please ensure that this is done on a reasonable timescale. This is to ensure that your supervisor has time to read it. Please ensure that you have key points and ideas already in mind as you enter the tutorial. Most supervisors will accept drafts via email, but a few days notice is still needed to allow time for reading and comment as they have other jobs to do within and outside the University.

	Recording tutorials: supervisors use record sheets that summarise points discussed and what objectives might be met by the next tutorial. Either the student or the supervisor may complete these record sheets and both sign the sheet to confirm it as a fair record of the tutorial. Be sure to use these sheets to clarify what work was agreed for your next tutorial.

	Make notes during tutorials: this is encouraged whether or not students complete the record sheet – it can be easy to forget what has been said and extra clarity is always helpful. Students who find note taking difficult should discuss using a ʻdictaphoneʼ during their session.

You need to demonstrate independent research and critical thinking in for this module. Whilst supervisors will support students in all aspects of the Critical Review, you should not expect supervisors to suggest areas of research or lines of argument. A supervisor may re-direct a student if they appear to be straying away from their main focus, and may help develop and extend your arguments, but you are ultimately responsible for constructing coherent, literate and well-organised assignments.

Supervisors may discuss partial and complete drafts and may point out recurring themes in terms of composition, spelling, grammar, argument coherence, aims and objectives. However, they will not correct every error, or proof read, your text. If you have particular difficulty with written expression or coherence you should attend regular study skills sessions. 

Supervisors will give feedback following the submission of the assignments at the relevant time and within allotted timescales. Supervisors cannot indicate FINAL marks or grades at any other point of the Critical Review process. REMEMBER THAT ALL GRADES PROVIDED ARE PROVISIONAL UNTIL THE EXAM BOARD.
[bookmark: _Toc304484337]RESEARCH and RESEARCHING YOUR SUBJECT
This is a vital part of your Critical Review module. Over the course of your discussions with your supervisor, you will demonstrate an ability to critically review your work through the processes of research and active engagement.

Remember: you are thinking critically about your own work. There will be elements of subjectivity in your views – this is only natural – but you must also be objective and ‘take a step back’ when reviewing your own work, your ethos, and your outlook.

There are two assessments for this module – see later in this handbook for details. The components are weighted as 40% and 60% of the overall module’s grading, respectively. Both pieces of work require a certain amount of research and dedication to fulfill its grading criteria. The first, a critical self-reflexive report will review the student’s professional approach to practice. This will include comments on time-management, the documenting of practice, collaboration, the process of report writing itself, etc. The emphasis must be on analysis rather than description. Supplementary evidence in the form of research sources and other relevant materials can be included in the appendices to show development pathways. The report should be submitted to Turnitin with a correctly formatted bibliography. The second, exhibition will enable the student to produce a presentation that contains a broad selection of their work that is critically analysed by the student, demonstrating a contextualized and culturally informed perspective of their work. The piece should be professionally designed and formatted and may be realized in any appropriate medium to be negotiated with academic staff (e.g. short film, podcast, presentation, installation, web site, etc.).

Details of submission dates will be found later in this handbook.
Primary and Secondary Research

Most students use only secondary research (i.e. the ideas and opinions of others) as source material. However, for Critical Review, you will also be researching your own work, and therefore you can include this as primary research to demonstrate how your work has been analytically reviewed. This primary research can include certain areas of your work (for example, photography projects, individual or group work), smaller and more-personal academic/practical work you have undertaken, or you may wish to focus on a larger-scale model of where you ‘started’ your university studies and where you consider your ‘position’ to be now.

From discussions with your supervisor, you will be able to demonstrate that you have formulated an approach to this research. This research should be discussed at your tutorials.

Questionnaires?

Students are discouraged from using questionnaires in their research process. However, if you believe a questionnaire is essential to your research, you should discuss your questionnaire methodology with your individual supervisor.

Gathering Information
See Study Supportʼs Reading Texts and Dissertation Writing on Moodle for advice on research and writing. Whilst it is aimed at dissertation writing, it is useful for this module.

You may just wish to scan some texts (looking for relevance) and others you may want to take a long time over. It is a good idea to break down sentences if you do not understand the text, and sometimes it is better to read something right through to get a sense of it first, before going back to make relevant notes from it.

Always try and read with your topic in mind

The best way to ensure are engaging your mind as you are reading is to use your pen. Writing your own notes forces you to make sense of what you read. You should question as you read - the underlying purpose of reading is not just to gather facts, but to develop your understanding of the subject (you, your work and your approach to that work), and give you new ideas.

Underlining or highlighting a text is fine – only photocopies of books and journals, please. This will help focus attention, but you will still get the best understanding from making your own notes alongside those you have highlighted.

Your notes should be an attempt to ʻlay bare the bonesʼ of the text, as well as being a selection of what is relevant.

Remember to keep very careful records
· What has been directly copied and may be used as a quote, and what is in your own words in notes, to ensure against inadvertent plagiarism.

· Page numbers relating to your reading, which you will need for referencing ideas and quotes – always do this, it will save you much time later.

· All the information needed for References and Bibliography (authors, publishers, date of publication, etc.)

If possible, keep all your bibliographical references listed in alphabetical order by author on a database and organise this properly from the very beginning.

Copy your Critical Review work onto a memory stick or hard drive that is separate from your main computer – if for some reason, you cannot do either, send yourself an email with your Critical Review as an attachment. Never finish working for the day without saving your Critical Review to an external source.

How much Research?

You need to manage your reading by not over-loading with too much, and not opting for too little (set a reasonable target of reading) – your supervisor can advise. It is particularly important with something of this length to try and deal with reading in a manageable way. Monitor your progress, and re-set targets in the light of that progress.

It is better to have over-researched your topic and to leave some things out than the other way around.

Where secondary research has been undertaken, these must be clearly acknowledged throughout your work.

Most students will make substantial use of the UWTSDʼs library resources for journals, books and on-line materials.

Use of the Internet is permitted, but we discourage overuse, your tutor will advise on this. Authored sites are preferred and all sites must be acknowledged in your referencing and bibliography. Please note that websites such as Wikipedia, while useful resources, are not acceptable, as research sources in your Critical Review and you should avoid using them.

UWTSD Libraries

As well as Dynevor, you may borrow books from Mount Pleasant, Townhill or the Business School’s libraries, you can visit the other libraries to get the book yourself, or just complete an intra library loan – ask one of the librarians for these.

Inter-Library Loans

£1.00 per item for five requests, thereafter £5.00 per item, renewals (if available) are £1 per item. This scheme accesses books and journal articles from other University libraries and The British Library. Loans of books cannot normally be renewed.

Library Web Pages

Go to www.uwtsd.ac.uk/library/  for the following:


· Access to the Library Catalogue (TalisPrism) and your library account Access to Subject Guides
· Access to Online Web Resources: databases, e-journals, e-books and useful internet sites on Computing Facilities

A comprehensive list of the library’s extensive on-line catalogue is available at www.uwtsd.ac.uk/library/catalogue 
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The University has adopted the use of Turnitin software for the detection of possible plagiarism in any work submitted for assessment by a student.

By searching a database of reference material gathered from different sources, Turnitin enables academic staff to identify the original source of material that has been included in the work submitted. Turnitin highlights sections of text that have been found in other sources, it does not decide if that text is incorrectly cited or plagiarised. Your supervisor will receive an “originality report” on the submitted work and on the basis of that report will form an opinion of the level of citation or possible plagiarism.

The University considers that the proper citation and authenticity of work submitted by students is essential for the maintenance of academic standards, and that the use of Turnitin will help students to achieve this objective.

You will be required to submit your work as an electronic copy onto Turnitin. The digital submission will be the only submission.
Plagiarism – passing off anotherʼs work as your own - constitutes ʻunfair practiceʼ and is basically intellectual theft. It is always taken seriously by the University and necessitates a formal enquiry and possible disciplinary procedures. If you are found guilty of ʻunfair practiceʼ, you risk failing your whole degree.
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Every student engaged in research for this module is required to fill in an Ethics Approval Form. If your research involves live human (or animal) subjects, there might be issues of consent/co-operation or confidentiality and you will need to demonstrate that you have taken all necessary precautions to protect the subjects well being. These issues should be discussed with your supervisor
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The function of references is to acknowledge the sources you have used in the main body of your text, this is called citation. All quotations should be referenced as well as lines of argument derived from your research sources. Providing references demonstrates how widely you have read around your subject – they tell a story to the reader (e.g. if all your references are from only one or two sources you have clearly not researched your topic widely). It is also important to use references to guard against accusations of plagiarism.

When using the Harvard system, you must be thorough and consistent.
You should be familiar with both methods by this stage of your studies, but below is a reminder. Study Skills on the Moodle site has additional information on both systems of referencing.

if you are quoting a piece of writing which is already quoted in another source, you must reference the source you read it in and NOT the reference given for it in your source.

Harvard method - reference example

In the Harvard method you reference your sources in the body of your text in the relevant place, e.g. following a quote.

You only need the surname, year of publication and page number (which is 12 in this case).

Examples: (Bloggs 2002: 12)

(Mint et al 2001: Graphic Design in the 21st Century (online - here you must give the full url)) (Sherman 23/6/2003: ITV, South Bank Show)


Harvard method – bibliography examples

Adams, Joe C.  (2004) Art History Methods, London: Phaidon

Smith, Jill (1999) The Role of the Critic in J.C. Jones (ed.) The New Museum, New York: Johns Press

The list is alphabetical, and note the date is placed in a different place from the Numerical method.

Referencing – general comments

If there is no author for an article in a journal or on a website, state ʻunauthoredʼ.

If there is no specific page number/s state ʻunpaginatedʼ.

VERY IMPORTANT – Study Skills website has additional information on referencing websites, blogs etc. Please check their pages if your referencing question is not answered here.

Bibliography – general comments


Your bibliography should list all the books, articles and websites you have read and any other sources you may have used in researching your dissertation, including all those you have cited as references. It should not contain any books or articles not consulted, do not be tempted to bulk out your bibliography in this way, it will show. Separate books, journals, website etc. under sub-headings.

We would expect your Bibliography to contain at least 15 and more likely 20-30 items or more.

Websites should not normally constitute more than 25% of your source material.

Other sources listed may include a whole range of material: films, videos, reviews, newspaper articles, reports, unpublished lectures and conference proceedings, letters and diaries, replies to questionnaires, interviews and the Internet. They should be described clearly, giving author, title, date and place if possible, again in alphabetical order by authorʼs surname.

In the case of interviews, a transcript or tape-recording should be available to the examiner, but not necessarily enclosed with the dissertation. Consult your supervisor about what to do with videos, films etc. which you have made or used.
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The marking of your work is both very thorough and fair. Your completed work will be read, listened to and graded by a variety of supervisors. Once marks are agreed upon, they are then sampled with the School’s External Examiners. Grades are confirmed on the day of the Examination Board and your results will be available on line on Moodle. Note that up to the exam board all grades are provisional. 

All feedback will be received 20 term days after the assignment deadline and not before.

If a student submits work after the deadline – i.e. late – they will have 5 working days to hand in late submissions and this will be capped at 40%.

If a student believes that there are legitimate reasons as to why the work was handed in late and therefore should not be capped, they must fill in a form found on MyDay and submit it with their submission. It is important to note that the tutor cannot offer an extension to the deadline at all. As such, all deadlines must be seen as both fixed and unmovable.
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