After the deletion of a chapter on Mughal rulers “Mughal dynasty, Mughal also spelled Mogul, Persian Mughūl (“Mongol”), Muslim dynasty of Turkic-Mongol origin that ruled most of northern India from the early 16th to the mid-18th century.” (The Editors of Encyclopedia Britannica, 2023) from an NCERT Indian school textbooks a debate has sparked about what children are taught in history class and if they should learn all of history, the good and the bad, regardless of current social political bias. Or if children should only have access to the more tranquil parts of history in class, parts of history that do not conflict with modern-day ideals and religions. In addition to the deletion of the chapter on Mughal rulers, all information on both the assassination of Mahatma Gandhi and the 2002 riots in the state of Gujarat has been removed.
 
NCERT (National Council of Educational Research and Training) announced the changes in April of 2021, claiming that the change in curriculum would reduce the workload on children after the covid 19 pandemic while not affecting their knowledge.
 
On one side you have academics like Hilal Ahmed, political Islam professor, at the Centre for the Study of Developing Societies, New Delhi, who believes that; "By removing what is uncomfortable or seen as inconvenient we are not encouraging them to think critically" 
Critical thinking is a fundamental part of education, learning how to analyse information, using evidence, observation, and personal judgement to come to a rational conclusion. Without all the relevant evidence and information, including “inconvenient” topics, critical thinking becomes significantly more challenging, a worrying prospect for our younger generations if we only teach small parts of history deemed comfortable or convenient. 
 
Additionally, historian and author Manu S Pillai said to the BBC; "What is happening now is a suggestion that the Mughals were peculiarly violent - when in fact violence was part of kingship as an institution everywhere” The idea that the Mughals were more violent than any other empire, the Romans, for example, is ludicrous. Every empire is built on the back of violence, this however does not take away from the historical significance of the empire. The Romans, the Greeks, the Mughals, and each of these empires had a massive impact on the modern day; the technology that they discovered, the texts they wrote down, and the traditions and culture that persist all over the world to this day are evidence of their impact. Even though these points in history may not align  
with modern-day ideals, it is impossible to deny their importance, and our need to learn about them.  
 
According to a BBC news article “India history debate after chapter on Mughals dropped” By Zoya Mateen, BBC News, Delhi; many historians in India perceive the Mughals as violent invaders who ravaged their country and decimated the native Hindi community. However, the authenticity of this news article and by extension this statement should be called into question. As a news article it has not been peer-reviewed, nor does it have a bibliography. As a non-scholarly source and the fact that no additional information could be found to support this statement, it must be acknowledged that this statement may not be true, rather being a result of personal bias. 
 
"The Mughal rule was one of the bloodiest periods in Indian history, can't we write more about Vijay Nagar empire or the Cholas instead? " Makhan Lal, a historian and author of NCERT textbooks. " 
The Vijayanagar empire, 1336–1646. Founded in 1336 in the wake of the rebellions against Tughluq rule in the Deccan, the Hindu Vijayanagar empire lasted for more than two centuries as the dominant power in south India." (“India - Vijayanagar, empire, Deccan,”)
The argument for teaching about less bloody parts of history is understandable. Children should learn about their country in a way that informs them about their culture and heritage while giving them a deeper understanding of who they are and how the world around them came to be the way it is. In a modern, relatively peaceful and increasingly politicly correct landscape, the appeal of teaching that is compatible and relevant seems prudent.
 
In conclusion, after the deletion of a chapter on Mughal rulers, among other things, from a NCERT Indian school textbooks a debate has sparked about what children are taught in history class. One side is the debate that without children being educated on all of history, regardless of current political correctness. In order to encourage children to think critically and be able to create their own justified opinions based on all of the information they are presented with. 
However on the other side of the debate is the belief that children need only be educated on what is relevant or comfortable, that the Mughals were too violent and that it would be inappropriate to teach children about such a bloody time in history when rather they could learn of the peaceful hindi nations.  


The information used in this summary comes from a BBC news article “India history debate after chapter on Mughals dropped” By Zoya Mateen, BBC News, Delhi. This, in addition to some Indian news pages that could not be accessed in the UK, were the only sources of information on this topic. As such there is no evidence of a peer review and no bibliography regarding any of the statements given. Therefore, the integrity of some of the key statements in said news article are up for debit. 
As a non-scholarly source and the fact that no additional information could be found to support some of these statements it must be acknowledged that some of the statements may not be true, rather being a result of personal bias.
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