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Introduction

Blended learning is a union between online learning written communication and face-to-face oral communication. Which means that the strengths of each component are merged into a unique learning experience matching with the context and planned educational purpose when they are integrated. (Garrison and Vaughan 2008 p.5). The purpose of blended learning is to redesign the structure of teaching and learning which will then optimize student engagement. There are so many wide ranges of possibilities that goes past increasing the traditional classroom lectures. For example, blended learning replaces aspects of face-to-face learning with suitable online learning experiences, such as workshops, replications, lectures, and assessment. (Garrison and Vaughan 2008 p.6). Blended learning represents a distinct design method that exceeds the conventional classroom standard. It requires the importance of how much time you should spend in the classroom. Blended learning combines the properties and possibilities of both face-to-face and online learning to go past the capabilities of each separately. By doing so it recognizes the assets of mixing verbal and text-based communication and creates a particular fusion of synchronous and asynchronous meaning something happening at the same time and something not happening at the same time. (Garrison and Vaughan 2008 p.7). 

Blended learning has become a shared educational plan in higher education. Lectures have re-theorise helpful basic concerns of teaching, learning and assessment in non-traditional environment. Blended learning has developed drastically in the 21st century higher education in learning and teaching environment. (Baleni, 2015). According to Larreamendy-Joerns and Leinhardt (2006,572) literature review “observed two complementary movements in the educational landscape: the merging of online teaching and learning into the stream of everyday practices at universities, and the increasingly salient role of distance programme in institutions of higher education.” When it comes to online setting not having the face-to-face and the physical space interaction between students and lecturers leads to distinct techniques of assessing learning in class. (Baleni, 2015).

There are different types of blended learning which are station rotation, lab rotation, individual rotation, flex learning, enriched virtual learning and online driver. To go in depth with each type let’s start with station rotation which is a rotation through numerous “stations” on a fixed schedule. When it comes to lab rotation is the same method as the station rotation, but the difference is that it takes place in a dedicated computers lab. This method gives both students and educators to be more flexible while making use of current resources. Individual rotation is a model that is custom-made to each individual student. Flex learning is all about teachers providing support and teaching student when is needed by creating flexibility. Enriched virtual learning is face-to-face sessions that students attend to when is required, instead of having the regular classroom experience. Majority of coursework is completed virtually and remotely. Online driver is different from the previous models because it takes place entirely online, it lacks face-to-face interaction even though it is very flexible. Student can interact with an instructor chat, email or message board. (FutureLearn, 2021).

Pros and Cons of blended learning in the university education. 

Pros: When it comes to the advantages of learners, student can move at their own pace, meaning those who are familiar with the subject matter and understand what it is been teaching they can work through online material quicker, while those who are less confidents and need more time to understand what they are learning can pause and re-watch the tricky parts. (FutureLearn, 2021). It helps students to manage their time base on the fact that materials are always available so they can log on and access the classes, lectures, and other materials whenever they want. (FutureLearn, 2021). Blended learning allows student to access topics online before being taught by the lecture face-to-face. (FutureLearn, 2021). By doing so student can be familiar with the activities that they are going to spend time learning, because what blended learning gives you is that it allows you to explore the key themes and topics so that students can be prepared before class. (FutureLearn, 2021). Blended learning helps students to retain more information when it was introduced, and that was suggested by several students from 2000s. (FutureLearn, 2021). When blended learning was introduced it supported independent learning which means it gave students the freedom to start whenever they wanted regarding their studies. (FutureLearn, 2021). This method helped a lot of students to prepare further for their education and workplace. (FutureLearn, 2021). The interesting thing about blended learning is that it allows student to polish their technologies skills and learn to experience new software and hardware. This helps many students to prepare and practice for their future endeavours. (FutureLearn, 2021).

Some of the advantages of blended learning is that it allows educators to link online and in class activities, by doing so it allows them to draw upon the strengths of each. (FutureLearn, 2021). That means each variety of diverse mediums and resources can be utilised for learning, such as presentations, industry materials, videos and podcast. (FutureLearn, 2021). Blended learning gives educators the freedom to create a wide range of topics and content to present to their students, which focuses on the learning materials across different contexts. (FutureLearn, 2021). For example, a lecturer can use different methods of teaching across contexts such as tutorials and practical settings. (FutureLearn, 2021). The benefits of using blended learning from the educator’s point of view, it can facilitate diverse academic approaches that can help support the use of real-world scenarios, the application of knowledge to new situations, active learning and social learning. (FutureLearn, 2021). Some of the blended learning tools allows lectures to set goals and track students’ performance, and by doing so educators can regulate a better insight on the effectiveness of each methods. (FutureLearn, 2021). 

Cons: Blended learning has some downsides when it comes to the teaching and the learning. (FutureLearn, 2021). The disadvantage of blended learning is that habitually student need access to technology resources such as laptop, computer and smartphone. (FutureLearn, 2021). So therefore unfortunately, if a student does not have access to all those recourses that was mentioned, it is going to be hard when it comes to online learning. (FutureLearn, 2021). When it comes to blended learning not every student has the same level of digital literacy, which can sometimes make it challenging to access the technology-based learning without the appropriate support. (FutureLearn, 2021). Also based on the lack of direct contact, the students that struggles accessing the online materials can sometimes be behind because blended learning is self-directed learning majority of the time. (FutureLearn, 2021).

Educators also have disadvantages when it comes to blended learning because sometimes the infrastructure may not be there, and it makes it very difficult to implement blended learning. (FutureLearn, 2021). More often teachers and staff need support with their professional development to practice blended learning. (FutureLearn, 2021). Unfortunately, sometimes the budget and the resources may not be available. (FutureLearn, 2021). Implementing blended learning can be very restrictive because it takes time to adjust and setup the appropriate technology and logistics needed to train the teachers and staff, and that can take time of the teaching requirements. (FutureLearn, 2021).

Pro and Cons of traditional classroom learning in the HE sectors.

Pro: The wholesome thing about traditional classroom learning is that most of the time everything is pre-planned, meaning activities are well organised and assessed before execution. (Dhruba, 2019).  Trustworthy people are delegated to implement these methods. Traditional classroom learning helps you to interact with your peers which is good for your communication skills. It is easier for student to carry out discussions with their teachers based of the fact that face to face learning creates a friendly relationship between them, which makes student feel more included and able to share their knowledge. (Dhruba, 2019).  Being in a classroom allows you to understand and experience that the teacher talks about when explaining a subject because you can relate to what they are saying. (Kevin, 2016). It is also easier for a trainer to help you with anything that you find difficult to understand because of them being often being in the room. (Kevin, 2016). When learning in the classroom it is very crucial to have immediate feedback. (Kevin, 2016). Most of the time students may have a lot of questions regarding a subject, consequently it is very important that they have an immediate response, and that is what traditional classroom learning provides. (Kevin, 2016). Classroom learning improves student time management and discipline, teachers and students must come at a certain time because classes start and end at a fixed time. (Dhruba, 2019). The repetitive way of doing things makes them discipline because they have the follow the same structure every day.  

Cons: The downside of traditional classroom learning is about the expenses, because not everyone can afford to pay costs of having a training room, equipment and teacher’s time. (Kevin, 2016). It is rare for a lot of learners to find classroom leaning during evenings or weekends. (Kevin, 2016). Most of the time classroom learning takes place during the week and sometimes in can intertwine with their working hours.  (Kevin, 2016). Traditional classroom learning offers students to learn at a certain pace because the teachers are required to ensure that everyone is understanding picking up what they are teaching. (Kevin, 2016).  However, for some student it might not be their forte since everyone have their optimum pace for learning. (Kevin, 2016). It also makes it harder to cater to the needs of everyone because sometimes a classroom might be crowded with a lot of students, so a teacher cannot attend to every student present in the classroom which is disadvantage when it comes to the productivity of the classroom. (Dhruba, 2019).

Evaluation of both forms of teaching and learning in the past and present. 

Past: The education system was mainly based on books and numbers in the past, it was delivered majority of time through recitation and memorisation methods. (Stephan,2017). Spending more hours in the libraries looking through books for research purposes or project was done by a lot of students in the past. (Karolina 2019). Getting a good, better or best grade was focused on a memorization stricture of students and it was about knowing and not understanding the concepts. (Ryan 2020).

Present: Education system now, is mainly focused on technology (iPads and websites) because there is a huge advantage on having the internet at our fingertips. (Karolina 2019). This modern age of teaching there are a lot of different styles that makes it easier for student implement what they learn, for example distant learning and collaborative learning. (2018). There have been so many inventions in the tech word that has contributed to the growth of teaching and learning, such as digital games which helps students to improve their engagement, and it also give teachers useful tools to analyse students’ engagement and progression. (2018) So many courses now days that can be learned remotely by watching videos, PowerPoint and reading course content and self-assessing your understanding, many of which are free to learn. (2018

Evaluation recommendations: Tech has influenced our way of teaching and learning in this modern day. People use their phone religiously every day and it’s easier to learn new things with just a tap of your fingers, compared to the past when you had to go to the library and do a lot of research just to find your specific source. I will say the modern way of learning is very more efficient and very convenient because it allows students to have a grasp and understanding the concepts of what they are being taught. The only downside about teaching and learning in the present is the lack of interactivity and critical thinking so for me overall I will recommend that blended leaning is above traditional learning because of the vastly benefits of that comes with it. 
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Appendix: (Lecturer Feedback) 

· A VERY GOOD START.

· It flows really well.

· The literature evidence from the journals needed to be included, library online resource and advanced search tools will help you.

· Citations need not be used in the same paragraph more than once.

· Each paragraph can be started in a different way using quotes or examples etc.

· Some of the paragraphs are too wordy and can be succinct.

· Use data from the studies conducted to support your arguments.

· Format your paragraphs well using the word application.















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































