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Visual Research

My original inspiration for this piece of work came from news articles I read during the first lockdown about the increasing threat of climate change. While suffering from the virus and reading more about the real danger’s society face from climate change, I envisaged a dystopian future where clouds would be feared, flooding would be a daily occurrence and species of birds and animals that we saw regularly would be on the brink of extinction. 
Unfortunately, with the fires and then flooding, in Australia especially this year, I saw news reports of birds losing their song due to their numbers and spiders fleeing into people’s homes due to rising water.
I stumbled upon a report in the news stating that many parts of Wales would be under water in the year 2050 unless action was taken so I decided I wanted to try to incorporate this vision in my photobook to highlight the need for action. 
For my research I looked at some work on the Another Place website and I really liked looking at the work of Nicola Muirhead called Unseen. I had some images of Lichen that I wanted to incorporate in my work like that in her book but in the end, I decided to leave them out with as I wanted to create an emphasis on a more futuristic design. I also looked at the work of Tom Westbury called Commonplace. His pictures of the pylons were like ones I had recently taken, and I felt that his work shared a bleakness that was like mine in many respects. 
I also came across a photobook called Images from a warming planet by Ashely Cooper. The double spread images were of interest to me and felt I wanted to incorporate them in my work also. 
During a crit of my work, it was fed back to me that I had different types of photos that may not work together in a photobook, so I decided to look through them again carefully and remove some that I felt weren’t suitable. 
I also decided that I wanted to work with a certain colour scheme, to pull the work together more, and was inspired by the works of Rob Sheridan (who had designed album artwork for one of my favourite bands Nine Inch Nails in the past) and a more recent discovery of a graffiti artist called ACHES. Much of their work uses a glitch type colouring so I decided I wanted to imitate it as I feel many in society view the current climate change situation as just a little glitch and that it won’t really be as bad as we think. This view has especially been put forward by politicians such as Trump and Bolsonaro. 
The title and my front cover changed during the evolution of the book and I feel the eventual title and cover are much more suited to what I wanted to portray. I did however want to change the design of the cover to incorporate an image but my knowledge of how to use InDesign wasn’t enough for me to be able to produce it. This is something I may look to do in future though if I decide to make a physical copy of the book.


