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Digital Revolution and Humanity

[bookmark: _Toc418420860]Introduction

The topic I have chosen for this assignment “Digital Revolution and Humanity”. I will be writing a reflective essay for this piece of writing, and I will be using the Gibbs Reflective Cycle (Gibbs, 1988) as a template for this exercise. It is an in-depth reflection on how all facets of the human race has been impacted by the advent of the digital revolution.

In the not to distant past communicating intra country took days at best if not often weeks by way of writing and posting letter. Today it’s possible to send a message from one end of the earth to the other end in seconds. Whilst this advancement has mostly impacted positively on humanity, it’s also had some adverse effects, which have resulted in what some would call devolutionary trend in the standard of literacy amongst a significant proportion of the human race.  E.g. A lot of children communicate on line with slangs and are incapable of writing syntactically correct sentences 
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Definition - Digital Revolution
Digital Revolution can be explained as the gradual evolution in the way we do things both in the office and at home. This ranges from the days when important messages were sent via a telegram moving on to present day where messages are sent across the globe in real time using mediums such as email, sms and instant messaging to name a few.  On a more advanced level we have concepts such AI – artificial intelligence, IOT – Internet of things. For the layman, the Digital revolution would be synonymous with the kind of phones we use today, phones that are more powerful than the average powerful computers of the 70’s – 80’s era. This revolution isn’t quite at an end yet and its genesis can be traced to the mid 1980’s. 
Digital Revolution and the Third Industrial Revolution are used interchangeably, depending on whom you’re talking to. 
Premise of the Digital Revolution
The Internet underpins the Digital age. Here are the major milestones from that first step of creating the internet to date, in the context of how the digital age has evolved over time.
· 1969 – Inaugural electronic message is sent from a computer at UCLA to a computer at Stanford research institute using  ARPANET.
· 1970’s – 8” Floppy disc is created for data storage
· Interpreted computer language introduced i.e. BASIC
· Worlds first super computer introduced i.e. CRAY-1 
· 1980s – IBM personal computers introduced
· 1990s – World Wide Web released into the public domain.
· Network providers such as AOL and Delphi connect their in-house mail systems to the internet.
· Hot mail is launched
· 2000s – release of first IPad
· Apple launches the IPhone
· YouTube is launched
[bookmark: _Toc418420862]“2010 and beyond - By this decade, Internet users made up more than 25 percent of the world's population. Mobile communication has also become very important, as nearly 70 percent of the world's population owns a mobile phone. The connection between Internet websites and mobile gadgets has become a standard in communication. It is predicted that by 2015, the innovation of tablet computers will far surpass personal computers with the use of the Internet and the promise of cloud computing services. This will allow users to consume media and use business applications on their mobile devices, applications that would otherwise be too much for such devices to handle”. (https://www.techopedia.com/definition/23371/digital-revolution)
The Digital Age Work Force

The influence of the Digital revolution has been felt far and wide. From digital devices replacing humans in factories, driver less cars, machines communicating with each other. It’s common in todays work place to see people who spend 70% of their time working remotely, this is made possible because of the plethora of tools and platforms made available by the advent of the digital evolution. E.g. Video calling, desktop sharing, virtual private network et al. 
A vast new range of careers has evolved with the advent of the digital evolution.
One of the most popular and lucrative Digital media vocations is one called you tubers

The greatest influences of Millennials today are a group of self employed Digital media entrepreneurs referred to as YouTubers. As such platforms such as YouTube and Instagram has become the default source of news and information for Millennials and young children. This in turn as created a lot of very popular and financially successful people amongst this YouTubers. Due to the low barrier entry requirement of becoming a YouTuber and the seeming success enjoyed by some of the early entrants, a lot of young people now aspire to become YouTubers.

“In a 2014 survey conducted by the University of Southern California among 13-18 year-olds in the United States on whether 10 YouTube celebrities or 10 traditional celebrities were more influential, YouTube personalities took the first five spots of the ranking, with Smosh ranking as most influential.[14] When repeated in 2015, the survey found six YouTubers on the first ranks, with KSI ranked as most influential.” (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/YouTuber)
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Though the Third industrial revolution also know as the Digital revolution has increased awareness of the plight of the downtrodden and the wide reach of crime in todays world, sadly it has exacerbated proliferation of crime by creating an enabling environment and fostered an antisocial generation which by and large has gone a long way in fostering a world where people are desensitized towards each other. No longer do people write letters, it’s a common sight to see a family go out for a social outing and end up spending a significant proportion of their time individually glued to their phones or tablets.
Road accidents are on the rise due to drivers using digital mobile devices whilst driving.
It isn’t all doom and gloom when it comes to the Digital Revolution. The positives are numerous. A few are listed below.
· Ease of doing business Globally
· Ease an speed of disseminating information
· Ease of Communication in real time
· Easy and timely access to information
· Dissemination of News
· Ease of Banking
· Learning Opportunities

One would argue that negatives far outweigh the benefits of the positives.
A few are listed below.
· Cyber Bulling
· Fostering an anti-social generation
· Making it easier to cyber stalk anonymously
· Making it easy to commit electronic crimes
· Fostering unrealistic expectations on youths
· Unhealthy sleeping patterns
· Addiction
· Cognitive Losses
· Deficient Social Skills
· Orchestrating global acts of terrorism
· Running Dark nets
· Sharing and trading in inappropriate images of minors

[bookmark: _Toc418420864]Advantages of technology

The advancement in Digital technology is of immense benefit to the human race from several perspectives. In the medical fields, fetes that were deemed impossible in the recent past have become routine procedures, for example delicate surgical procedures are now performed remotely with the use of technology. Ground-breaking procedures are now communicated globally with the use of technology and invaluable knowledge can easily be shared as opposed to the past where pioneering procedures had to be performed physically by the pioneers.
In the area of student learning and research, technology has become invaluable. A vast majority of studying and courses are now delivered electronically, classroom based study has been replaced with online based classes by many institutions. This has enabled companies to provide a broader range of courses to employees for career development at little to no cost.
In the home, the impact of technology can be seen everywhere, from remote monitoring of the home, home automation, devices that communicate with owners remotely.  
The commercial sectors such as manufacturing and warehouse fulfilment have been the biggest beneficiaries of advancement in technology. Some warehouses and fulfilment centres are fully automated, as are majority of manufacturing plants.

The fact that the Digital age is interchangeably used with Information age is rather ironic, as the news media has been totally overhauled by technology. Twenty years ago, the concept of social media was totally alien in our world, today over 50% of people in developed world use social media as the main source of accessing current news on a daily basis. Even the President of the United States, prefers one of the major social media platforms as his medium of choice for making major announcements.

In the area of law enforcement, the Digital age has revolutionised crime detection and prevention in so many ways. Facial recognition cameras and advanced technology based forensics have enabled police forces in the UK to solve crimes that have remained unsolved for decades. It’s alleged that the entire city of Dubai is covered by closed circuit television, thereby making it impossible to commit an undetectable crime.
[bookmark: _Toc418420865]Digital Age and Terrorism
 
It’s difficult to see how the rise of Terrorism over the last two decades would have been possible without the advancements in technology. From recruiting to planning, the digital age has enable Terrorist to perpetuate their deadly trades largely undetected with undesirable results. The effects are even more glaring in developing countries that do not have robust security and intelligence apparatus. In these countries, terrorists are able to overrun large expanse of lands with little if any opposition from the security forces of the countries in question. Two examples of these are ISIS in Syria/Iraq and Boko Haram in Nigeria.
[bookmark: _Toc418420866]Digital Age and Civil Unrest
Though we live in a largely libertarian world, and by extension the World Wide Web isn’t policed to a large extent. This freedom has however fostered an environment in which crime can thrive undetected.
Some countries however aren’t as free as others when it comes to the World Wide Web. It isn’t uncommon for authorities to shut down social media platforms during times of unrest amongst the public. For example, social media is banned to some degree in the following countries.

i) Pakistan
ii) China
iii) North Korea
iv) Cuba
v) Iran
vi) Bangladesh
vii) Vietnam
viii) Mauritius
ix) Egypt
x) Syria
The Arab spring in the Middle East that saw several Government toppled with relative easy was hugely facilitated by social media platforms. This kind of change effected by the people was totally unprecedented in the Middle East. Social media played a crucial role in bringing about this change. Listed below are some of areas in which social media proved to be an invaluable tool for the protesters
1) Organisation
2) Planning on a large scale
3) Propagating important news globally
4) Instant Dissemination of News

It’s almost impossible to conceive the success of the Arab Spring if the organizers hadn’t had access to social media platforms.
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In the same way in which the Industrial revolution changed the world and manner in which mankind lives on a monumental scale, the Digital age revolution has done so and will continue to do so for the foreseeable future. Even Though the digital evolution has caused the human race to regress in certain regards, overall it’s had an effect, which is on the same scale as that had by the industrial revolution. The long term prognosis of its impact on the human race is positive e.g. advancements in medical science aided by digital technology is already impacting longevity positively. Illiteracy is waning Globally. Due to the ubiquitous nature of the underlying framework of the Digital evolution i.e. The World Wide Web
It’s impossible for Governments to legislate in order to minimise the negative impact it’s having on children, particularly with regards to raising an anti social generation et al. As such, the onus is on parents and legal guardians to ensure children are well tutored on the correct usage of digital media and ensure that development of cognitive abilities such as analytical thinking, critical thinking, creativity and focus.
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