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MA in Ecology and Spirituality
Week 1: Introduction to Ecology
Dr. Jack Hunter

(jack.hunter@uwtsd.ac.uk) 

Week Description

Purpose of the week

This MA course is an exploration of the connections between ecology (the study of the relationships between organisms in living systems), and spirituality (which has many different definitions, but broadly refers to the 'potential to be much more deeply aware of ourselves and our intimate relationship with everything that is not ourselves,' Hay & Nye, 2006, p. 22). Before we delve deeper to explore the spiritual, it makes sense to begin with a look at the science of ecology, and what it tells us about the natural world. This will serve as a useful grounding for the more esoteric discussions we will be having later in the course.
Tasks this week

· Do the required reading, have a look at some of the recommended readings.

· Pace yourself and don’t take on too much.

· Take a look through the coming weeks to get a sense of the overall shape of the module.

Class Description
This class addresses the history of the scientific study of ecology. 
We will look at the origins of the concept of ecology, and explore the motivations, perspectives and major contributions of key figures in the establishment of the discipline, including Alexander von Humboldt (1769-1859), Charles Darwin (1809-1882), Alfred Russel Wallace (1823-1913), Ernst Haeckel (1843-1916), and Aldo Leopold (1887-1948) amongst others. 
In addition to their scientific perspectives, we will also consider their religious and spiritual backgrounds, and their impact on their interpretations of ecological science. 
We will also look at more recent developments in the field of ecological science, including James Lovelock’s Gaia hypothesis (and the debates that it spawned), as well as current debates in ecology, including those raging over anthropogenic climate change, biodiversity loss, and wildlife conservation.
We will look at key concepts from the science of ecology, including the notion of the ecosystem, ecological niches, keystone species, biodiversity and complexity, trophic cascades, competition and co-operation, nutrient and energy cycling, and so on.

The class will conclude with an examination of the implications of the ecological perspective for worldview and culture.
Thought for the Week
What can observations of the natural world teach us about spirituality?
Required Reading

As this is the first week of the first core module, please remember the golden rule: you must not do more reading than you can cope with! It is very easy to feel overwhelmed at the beginning of the course. The reading is therefore carefully prioritised. The general principle is that there is always more optional reading than is possible for any one person to read so, having done the 

Jack Hunter’s Notes on Ecology. 

NB. You can not cite tutor’s lecture notes in your essays. You can, though, follow up any of the sources.
Odum, P. (1955). Principles of Ecology (pp. 3-42)
http://scholar.google.co.uk/scholar_url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fkrishikosh.egranth.ac.in%2Fbitstream%2F1%2F2033918%2F1%2F434.pdf&hl=en&sa=T&oi=gga&ct=gga&cd=1&d=8845110372713974335&ei=MkJlXLa3HJDwmgHEwJboBA&scisig=AAGBfm3kMgILueRz9o-XBdmV-fgqWsk5aA&nossl=1&ws=1280x861&at=Fundamentals%20of%20ecology&bn=1
Lovelock, J.E. & Margulis, L. (1974). ‘Atmospheric homeostasis by and for the biosphere: the gaia hypothesis’ 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/pdf/10.1111/j.2153-3490.1974.tb01946.x
Moody, D.E. (2012). ‘Seven misconceptions regarding the Gaia hypothesis.’

https://link.springer.com/content/pdf/10.1007/s10584-011-0382-4.pdf
Optional Reading

Ecology web sites

British Ecological Society:

https://www.britishecologicalsociety.org/about/what-is-ecology/
Ecology News and Research from Nature:
https://www.nature.com/subjects/ecology
Questions to ask about ecology: 

