[bookmark: _Hlk115370415]What impact did the PRC make in the worldwide campaign for the UN’s Millennium Development Goals 2000-2015?
The People’s Republic of China (PRC) was accepted onto the United Nations Security Council in 1971. This was a historic moment within United Nations diplomacy. The implication of this, was that it altered and improved Sino-American relations. Deng Xiaoping (1904-1997) installed an open-door policy to international trade and investment which transformed the Chinese economy. Some scholars, argue that this formed the crucial basis for development to occur (Ahmar,2021). Both Jiang Zemin and Hu Jintao, presidents of the PRC oversaw the implementation of the MDGs in China and witnessed the progression made at a local, regional and national level. 
The Millenium declaration came about from failed United Nations, World Summits on Social Development. September 2000, the Millennium Declaration was formed and signed by a hundred an eighty-nine United Nations member states. From the Millennium Declaration, the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) were produced. Eight quality of life indicators and objectives were set out and agreed by countries to start on the 1st of January 2001. Members agreed every five years summits would be held to evaluate MDGs progress (MDG Monitor, 2022). 
Previously in the development sector, development had a focus on just Gross National Income (GNI)/Gross Domestic Product (GDP). The Washington Consensus in the 1980s created a monetarist and neo-liberalist approach to development. Strict monetary control, privatisation and a small state sector. Specifically in the 1990s, structural adjustment programmes in Sub Saharan Africa highlighted that a fresh style of development needed to be adopted (Agarwal, 2022). 
In 1990, a Pakistan economist, Mahbub ul Haq (1934-1998) and Amartya Sen, an Indian economist created a new development theory, the Human Development Index (HDI). Sen states, “the real merit of the human development approach…is the developmental evaluation, not in the aggregative measures it presents as an aid to digestion of diverse statistics” (Sen, 2000, p.22). The HDI was used by the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) to measure development in nations. The HDI focuses on quality-of-life indicators not just GNI/GDP. The quality-of-life indicators that Haq and Sen identified influenced the MDGs significantly. For example, life expectancy, education and GNI are used in both the HDI and are part of the MDGs (UNDP,2022). 
Specific issues and contentions need to be considered when evaluating the PRC impact on the MDGs. The geographical size and population of the PRC needs to be pondered. With these two factors being large, any contribution towards the MDGs is going to have a strong impact on a global level. The nature of the governmental system of the PRC being authoritative and autocratic could have adversely impacted the data gathered for the United Nations. Authoritative governments are notoriously not transparent and the implications of this must be acknowledged. Perhaps, this calls into question the validity and trustworthiness of the data. An authoritative government, however, can make quick decisions and direct rapid implementation, in contrast to the committee-based decision making of a democracy. The United Nations worldwide campaign of the MDGs as a whole needs to be considered. There is no doubt that the PRC benefited from participation in the MDGs project. Though, the question remains whether the MDGs were able to generate sustainable development in the PRC. The academic discourse surrounding the best way to measure development effectively, a topic discussed by a number of scholars (Hendrie Anto, 2011, Letouzé et al, 2019). In relation to the MDGs, were the United Nations right to adopt Sen’s HDI as the most effective measure of development? 
[bookmark: _Hlk116549015]The PRC significantly impacted the worldwide campaign for the United Nations Millennium Development Goals. On the whole, the PRC achieved most of the MDGs, with fast progression. This efficiency of the completion of the MGDs by the PRC put them at the forefront of the global campaign for the MDGs. Maybe, if other nations followed the example of the PRC and they would have met targets more effectively. In some areas, of the global MDGs campaign, however, the PRC could have made more improvement. It must be noted that the essay focuses on four out of eight MDGs.
The first goal, the removal of extreme poverty and hunger, was successfully met by the PRC. Eight years into the MDGs, China had already succeeded the MDGs target for reducing extreme poverty and hunger by half. It was the first developing country to do so. The rate of extreme poverty was reduced from sixty-one percent in 1990 to only four percent in 2015 (UN Department of Public Information, 2015,p.2). In the MDGs report by the PRC, the reason why this was achieved at such a rapid pace is due to the governmental focus on urban and rural development. This allowed for industrial, regional and social policies/initiatives to be formed with the aim to alleviate poverty and hunger. For instance, China created a rural benefit system (Ministry of Foreign Affairs: PRC,2008,p.16). The PRC focus on rural communities and not just urban areas highlights the role of agriculture in reducing poverty. The research done by the scholar, Katsushi et al. concludes that “agricultural growth reduces poverty – both headcount ratios and poverty gaps – in both middle income and low income countries” (Katsushi et al,2017,p. 332). This indicates a direct correlation between reduction of poverty and increase of agricultural produce. The academics, Ravalion and Chen go as far to argue, “that agricultural growth had four times a significant impact on China’s poverty reduction than growth in the other sectors” (2007,quoted in Dhahri and Omri,2020,p.209). Perhaps without the PRCs commitment to grain production the poverty gap indicator would not have decreased by seventy-five percent (Ministry of Foreign Affairs:PRC,2008,p.17).This also relates to the second target of the first MDG, halve the proportion of people who suffer from hunger between 1990-2015. The PRC’s focus on agriculture was not solely from an economic standpoint. The agricultural system was altered considerably through policy change. The effect of this, is that agricultural workers had access to subsidies. This enabled long term supply and demand which in turn created stable profit and economy. Through the stabilisation of the sector , it provided more financial security, so people on average had spare money to use towards food (Ministry of Foreign Affairs: PRC, 2008, p.20). For example, children under the age of five who were underweight, decreased by sixty-four percent (Ministry of Foreign Affairs: PRC,2008,p.25). This illustrates the significant impact the PRC made in the worldwide campaign for the United nations MDGs. The PRC excelled at MDG One because of the amount of state intervention in the agriculture sector. Maybe, other nations like the PRC that follow the Keynesian economic system are more likely to successfully impact the United Nations MDGs campaign. 
Universal education for those at primary school age in the PRC has increased since the MDGs. This demonstrates MDG two achieved. China managed to meet this MDG in 2008 through legal structures and laws. Educational laws were passed in order to promote education in both rural and urban communities. The implementation of the Compulsory Education Law in 2006, helped bridge the imbalance in education between these two communities, through free education (Ministry of Foreign Affairs: PRC,2008,p.28). The PRC went further than required by the United Nations MDGs project and attained ninety-eight percent enrolment at junior secondary school (12-15 year olds) (Ministry of Foreign Affairs: PRC,2008,p.29). The scholar, Wang details that China has always had a commitment to education. This shown by three educational reforms occurring under, Mao Zedong, Deng Xiaoping and Jiang Zemin. From this Wang identifies a connection between economic and educational reforms (Wang,2010,p.11). He states, “China invariably looks to education as a force in economic change”(Wang,2010,p.12). Interestingly, China’s educational system drastically improved at the same time of economic growth. China was industrialising at a fast pace from 2000 onwards. Maybe the development of the Chinese economic system contributed towards China meeting MDG two. Also, the United Nations found that gender, conflict and poverty prevent children from completing a full course of primary education (United Nations,2015, p.25). Even after the PRC managed to achieve universal primary education in East Asia, predictions from 2007-2012 estimated that one in ten children would still be out of school worldwide in 2015 (United Nations, 2015,p.25). The PRC’s contribution towards this goal was impressive but perhaps other nations needed to do more to facilitate this MDG on a global scale.
Although, data on education the PRC may not show the full picture of what is happening. China is a large country and has lots of ethnic diversity. The PRC might not have been able to collect data from all ethnic minorities who live in more remote areas or who life nomadic lifestyles. For instance, places like Mongolia and Tibet. That has not however stopped these communities from providing education at a local grassroot level. Despite not having central governmental support and not being part of the MDGs campaign, Tashi Tsering (1929-2014) worked tirelessly to run schools in Tibet. Schools were set up in order to teach Tibetan language and culture as well as literacy and numeracy. Grants and funding were provided from overseas with local individuals building the schools (Tibetan Review,2015). This portrays what can be achieved by various communities without state and United Nations intervention. Tsering chose to do this because he was “ disappointed by the inability of the communist government to provide universal education to Tibetans” (Tibetan Review,2015). This shows that the data throughout the MDGs process may not have represented all of the PRC. To a certain extent this issue is presented in China’s 2008 progress report on the MDGs. The PRC recognised potential gaps in the education statistics due to the number of students who migrate from one area to another (Ministry of Foreign Affairs: PRC,2008,p.32). The question then needs to be addressed; what measures were put in place to gather accurate data from all regions in the PRC. The data collected from 2008 onwards needs to be queried. Perhaps, MDG two was achieved in mainland China and in Han Chinese communities but not in ethnic minorities across the PRC. 
Promotion of gender equality and empowerment of women was not enhanced in the PRC. The PRC managed to accomplish gender parity in enrolment in primary and junior secondary school. Intriguingly, the largest gender disparity in education was post-secondary education in East Asia, with males being at the disadvantage. Women had a high share of paid employment (United Nations,2015,p.29/p.30). Both of these targets of  MDG three, were accomplished. Yet, the target, women’s equal representation in national parliaments, was not met (UN: Department of Economic and Social Affairs, 2015). The proportion of women projected to hold seats in parliament in East Asia by 2015 was, twenty-two percent. This is just a two percent rise from 2000 (United Nations,2015,p.31). The academic, Zeng, describes the ever changing role of women in the PRC. A pivotal change being women’s political participation. However, Zeng still suggest that the PRC still needs to be more progressive to achieve real gender parity in the 21st century (Zeng,2014, p.136). For example, from 1979 up till 2016, the one-child policy was implemented throughout the PRC. Not surprisingly, this severely affected gender equality in China. The scholars, Hu and Shi note that this policy has contributed to a societal patriarchal demographic pattern (Hu and Shi, 2020,p.362). Maybe this MDG could not be met because of archaic societal policy still being used in the PRC. Zeng determines that “Chinese women’s political participation at the national level has not been improved over last two decades” (Zeng, 2014,p.138). This accentuates the failures of MDG three. Women’s representation in the political sphere is vital to achieving gender equality. This is reflected in UN Millennium Project paper, “countries where women’s share of seats in political bodies is less than 30 percent are less inclusive, less egalitarian, and less democratic” (UN Millenium Project,2005,p.14). This indicates that the United Nations need to address the issues that prevent women’s participation in politics; unequal opportunities, gender discrimination and violence. Once this has be done, only then can real gender equality be sought. The knowledge of complex factors of gender equality and empowerment, is something that due to the Beijing declaration of 1995, would have been expected to be included in the MDGs. Perhaps the failure of this goal is because of the United Nations not the PRC. 
The MDGs emerged from a process of global cooperation over a twenty year period. On the 6th of March of 1995, the United Nations held a World Summit for Social Development. Over a hundred and seventeen nations participated. Topics such as poverty, employment, national and global cooperation were discussed. Targets and goals were then set by countries around these development issues (Ministry of Social Development,1995). Five years later, another World Summit for Social Development was held, 26th June 2000. United Nations member states came to the agreement that globalisation and technology played a role in economic development. For some countries, this was putting them at a disadvantage in the world economy. Nations agreed that the previous goals and targets set out in the 1995 summit had not fully materialised (United Nations Conferences| Social Development,2000). Perhaps, globalisation and technology becoming prominent in the world, is part of the reason the goals set out in the 1995 summit were not accomplished. This is important because worldwide collaboration grew and expanded throughout the MDGs fifteen year period. Nations had to think of new ways to combat these issues together. Hence, the need for goal eight of the MDGs. Goal eight focuses on global cooperation on development issues. Part of the goal is to work in harmony with the private sector to distribute innovative technology so that all countries can benefit (United Nations,2015,p71). This something that the PRC as a developing nation at the time did not have to work towards. However, the PRC did actively put in place strategies that promoted global cooperation in all areas of society. Data from June 2015 shows high internet usage within the East Asia region (UN: Department of Economics and Social affairs,2015). This is an example of how the PRC alongside other countries in the region worked together to overcome the barriers produced by globalisation and technology. The impact of this is that through cooperation and equal distribution of resources, the East Asia region improved worldwide connectivity for its people. This emphasises the relationship between trade and global collaboration. The academic, Messerlin says, “trade policy could be a development and governance tool” (Messerlin,2017,p.17). He explains that trade could be used to help reduce worldwide development issues. Trade policy could assist other MDGs outside goal eight. This had not been seen as an endless possibility in the United Nations sphere (Messerlin,2017,p.20). Possibly, the reason the PRC chose to work toward MDG eight, was because they view trade from Messerlin’s perspective. China had the foresight to see trade in that context so that internet usage could expand in the whole region. The impact of this can be seen presently with the PRC being at the forefront of modern technology. This conveys how much of an impact the PRC had in the global MDGs movement. 
To conclude, Katsushi et al. research details the connection between agriculture and reduction of poverty/hunger. Their research supports the statement, the PRC extensively impacted the United Nations MDGs campaign through goal one. Wang shows the correlation between educational and economic reforms. With this in mind, Wang has the view that China significantly impacted the worldwide MDGs project via goal two. Though in my opinion, MDG two was successfully met in mainland China but not necessarily across all of the PRC. Zeng takes the approach that to gain equal rights, representation and equality China needs to take more action. From this, Zeng holds the view that MDG three was not met by China because the goal does not address crucial gender issues. Messerlin describes the relationship between global collaboration and trade. He argues that the PRC has taken this into account which is why they effectively impacted the MDGs global movement.
In 2000, China was 0.584 on the HDI. 2015 figures show that life expectancy, expected/mean years of education and GNI all increased. This put the PRC, 0.733 on the HDI (UNDP,2022). This draws attention to how much progress China made during the MDGs campaign. The effects of the United Nations MDGs project can be seen currently. In 2021, the PRC was 0.768 on the HDI (UNDP,2022). This is an indicator that long term, sustainable development was created in China via the MDGs. 
As a whole, the PRC made a enormous contribution to the worldwide campaign towards the United Nations MDGs. Real change occurred at local, national and regional levels. MDG one, two and eight display this. Though PRC Data accuracy in relation to MDG two calls into question potential gaps in education statistics. MDG three highlights that the intricacy of gender was not considered by the United Nations coherently, when constructing this target. These two issues show that improvements from China and the United Nations could be made in particular areas. 
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