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Hello, my name is Vasile Ghiriti and in this essay I will try to describe my skills developed in this module. By the time I moved to London, I had gained work experience in many fields, which helped me develop many skills. Having several jobs in different European countries, I got in touch with people of different cultures and nationalities, this helped me to develop the skills I already had and also to discover new skills that I did not know I could have them. For example, countries like Austria, Italy, Romania and Germany, where I managed to develop skills in tourism, construction and carpentry, but my basic, studied job is in the field of chemistry and metallurgy, a field in which I worked for several years. I also managed to learn some foreign languages, which increased my horizons of knowledge and work skills and knowing and speaking more languages than my mother tongue, I managed to develop my work and communication skills at a more advanced level.
Arriving in London, I discovered that here, regardless of age, anyone has equal opportunities to study and develop himself professionally and socially, which led me to do these studies. Being about skills at work, I considered it an opportune moment to improve my work and communication skills and abilities, in society, with my family and in general in life. 
Studying chemistry since high school I realized that I really like this field and this fact determined me to continue to improve my skills in this field in order to actually work in this profession. Working in the field of chemistry and metallurgy I have developed work skills, such as: developing the spirit of observation and attention to detail, the ability to work with different metals and chemical elements. An essential thing in this field is the strict observance of the imposed rules and criteria, thus helping me to become disciplined and organized. I worked in this field for several years, thus developing my skills specific to this branch, but I am a person who always wanted to learn something new and know as many things as possible, I changed my field of activity with the field of construction. This was also due to the fact that from an economic and social point of view, many things have changed, work pay, working time, managing time spent with family, etc. Continuing to work further in the field of construction, I had the opportunity to meet new people, new things, to take part in various actions, which helped me to discover and develop other work skills. Especially the ability to communicate and work in a team, work organization, time and most of all, skills specific to this field.
Before that, I rarely worked in a team, working more on my own, which made me collaborate very little with other people. When I started working in a team, it was more difficult for me because I didn't have much patience to collaborate with colleagues, taking the actions on my own. But the experience of working in a team has shown me that teamwork is an essential thing. It helped me develop my discipline and organization skills. It is known that in any workplace the collaboration between the team members has led to the increase of work productivity, to the avoidance of many work accidents and to the strengthening of the friendship relations between colleagues, something I also learned in ‘The Business Student’s Guide to Study and Employability’ Part: 4 ‘Employability Skils’, Chapter 10 ‘Team-Working’. Working with people from different cultures, that made me became much more empathetic, understanding, I discovered different traditions and even very interesting habits, which personally developed me socially and I learned to be more tolerant with each other by giving us the opportunity to develops personally and at the same time professionally.
One of my basic qualities that I have always had, is the ability to adapt very easily to any situation, in any conditions or places. This has often helped me to integrate more easily in any work team and this gave me the opportunity to socialize and make many friends with colleagues or team members. Another skill I have is that I am very receptive and this has helped me learn the basics of communication in another language fairly quickly. Being able to work with people of different nationalities and cultures, I have greatly developed my communication and understanding skills.
Being always a sociable and curious person by nature I always responded positively to new challenges, which always gave me new information and knowledge that helped me develop both personal and professional skills, which is why I decided to this age to continue my studies and improve my skills and I have always considered that age is not a barrier to my development. When I found out about the opportunity to study in the UK, I did not hesitate and chose this course, respectively High Certificate Skills for the Workplace, because the modules we study help me to lay the foundations and form a structure regarding the responsibilities of an employee, an employer and teamwork. Also this course, Academic Skills helps me a lot to develop my level of English language, using academic words to be able to express myself professionally when I will decide to open my own business, so that I can coordinate my team in a fair and professional way. Another skill I have is to share my knowledge and experiences with other people and teach them what I know, which has helped me gain the trust and respect of colleagues and people around me. 
One thing I learned in this study that helped me structure, analyse, and become aware of my qualities and flaws is the SWAT analysis system and I use it every time I face new situations, the analysis I applied to myself, personally and professionally. Another thing I didn't know until I started this course was knowing and performing a SWOT analysis, which, in my opinion, is a very important thing in opening, organizing and running a business. I chose this style of SWOT analysis because it helps me to se the things more structured. 

	STRENGTHS
	WEAKNESSES
	OPPORTUNITIES
	THREATS

	I adapt very easily to any work environment
		
	Information I do not yet master
	The opportunity of study this course
	Competitors 

	I am very receptive to new information
	The financial situation that does not allow me to invest in my plans
	Creating new contacts
	Fake news 

	I socialize very easily with the people around me
	Improvements regarding digital skills 
	Gain new knowledge and information
	Financial risks 

	I quickly grab new work techniques
	Time management
	Build the base of my future business
	Political insecurity 

	I communicate easily with any kind of people	
	Improvement in term of English language level 
	Unlimited access to university library for real information
	Free movement of persons in the current context of the COVID-19 epidemy

	Share my own knowledge with colleagues
	Ignoring the personal health
	Improving the financial situation
	Economic instability



For example, the agency I have worked with so far, Richout Recruit, advised its employees not to neglect regular tests on the health of employees, this reduces the risk of accidents at work, which automatically improves productivity and thus the financial situation. Another recommendation received by the agency was the better management of working time, this fact being positively reflected on the managers' assessments regarding the employees.
This module that I study, Academic and Employability Skills, helped me, first of all, to improve and deepen my knowledge of English at the academic level, which, before starting to study this module, I could not do. Another skill that I managed to develop in this module was the fact that it helped me to deepen my digital knowledge, because, working in the field of construction and demolition only as an operative, I used less digital devices. A very important thing I learned was my good use of the internet, accessing web pages and data, accumulating real information from their sources. Another important thing I learned studying this module was composing and writing an essay, which is very helpful in creating and presenting a business plan. It also helped me to improve my grammatical knowledge in English language, not only in the development of a business plan, it is also known that English is the language of international circulation being the most spoken in the world and in everyday life. If in the past I may have done some things superficially, this course taught me that, for a better quality of the work process, it is necessary to deepen all things.
At the beginning of this course, not knowing well the English language, the academic environment, the university, the way of carrying out the activities within the university, it was difficult for me, as for any beginner student, but I realized that during the study I progressed and this motivated me to strengthen my confidence and abilities. After completing the assessment and reanalysing it, I realized the big progress that I had made since the beginning of the course and until now. This encourages me a lot and gives me confidence in my own strengths. It is a pleasure for me that I have managed to study this module so far and I think that at the end of this course I will try to study other fields of knowledge. At the beginning of this course I had emotions because my last studies were many years ago and I was not sure if they will be able to complete this module but due to the experience of the teachers who taught us I managed to arrive well and encouraged at the end of term 1.
The difference between the education system of my youth and the current one is very big and that is why I had emotions at the beginning of this course. At that time there were not so many media, and digital media almost did not exist.
By the end of term 1, I can draw the following conclusions about this module.
From my point of view, the module studied, so far, has managed to make me, first of all, to realize my skills and qualities that I have, and this has helped me develop them and learn to apply them better. Another point that I managed to realize, following this course is the importance of this module in creating and developing a business plan, analysing a lot of information necessary for a business plan, its management, collaboration and effective communication with other people for  success of the business. It helped me a lot to analyse myself as a person and behaviour, thus managing to improve my hiring skills and to realize what is the best approach for me in creating a business, its proper functioning and better exploiting my hiring skills. Another conclusion of mine is that age is not very important when you want to open a business, try to change your lifestyle, gain new knowledge, new information and be enterprising. To be a good entrepreneur you have to overcome your emotions, limits and take certain risks in creating and developing your business, the skills learned in this module help you overcome all these things. At the moment I do not have a certain option of a business, but by the end of this study I am sure that I will be able to implement a business plan due to the knowledge gained in this course. A professional development plan requires a lot of learning processes, skills, qualities that you need to implement for the success of any business. Certainly, the study of these modules within the High Skills Certificate of Workplace course is of real use for anyone who wants to develop professionally and personally.
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